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Therefore being justified by faith we have peace with God 

through our Lord Jesus Christ. Romans 5:1 (Edward’s 

Confirmation verse) 
 

Funeral Service 
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AS WE GATHER: We are gathered to give thanks to God 

for the life of Edward Gardner and to pray for those who 

mourn their loss.  Jesus Christ’s death and resurrection is the 

seal of God’s promise that He will give the gift of eternal life 

to those who cling to Him and hear His call to follow.  

 

PRAYER: Loving Heavenly Father, we give You thanks for 

the life of Edward and for the many years we have had to 

know him.  We give You thanks that You sent Your only 

Son, Jesus, to call us to follow and believe in the promise that 

as we follow in faith we are given the gift of eternal life.  

Console us with this promise of eternal life that Edward now 

enjoys, through Your Son, Jesus Christ, our Lord.  Amen. 

 

RINGING OF THE BELL  
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INVOCATION 

         

Pastor:  In the name of the Father, 

People: who created us and is our source of eternal life. 

         

Pastor: In the name of the Son, 

People: who calls us to follow Him to receive eternal 

life. 
         

Pastor: In the name of the Holy Spirit, 

People: who creates faith in us so that we may have 

eternal life.  Amen 

         

Pastor: Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus 

Christ, the source of all mercy and the God of all 

consolation.  He comforts us in all our sorrows so 

that we may comfort others in their sorrows with 

the consolation we ourselves have received from 

God. 

People: Thanks be to God. 

 

OPENING HYMN HYMN “What a Friend We Have in 

Jesus” Tune: Converse (Public Domain) LW 516 

 

What a friend we have in Jesus, 

All our sins and griefs to bear! 

What a privilege to carry 

Everything to God in prayer! 

Oh, what peace we often forfeit; 

Oh, what needless pain we bear 

All because we do not carry 

Everything to God in prayer! 

 

Have we trials and temptations? 

Is there trouble any where? 

We should never be discouraged 
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Take it to the Lord in prayer. 

Can we find a friend so faithful 

Who will all our sorrows share? 

Jesus knows our every weakness 

Take it to the Lord in prayer. 

 

Are we weak and heavy laden, 

Cumbered with a load of care? 

Precious Savior, still our refuge 

Take it to the Lord in prayer. 

Do your friends despise, forsake you? 

Take it to the Lord in prayer. 

In his arms he’ll take and shield you; 

You will find a solace there. 

 

PRAYER 

 

Pastor: The Lord be with you 

People:  And also with you. 

         

Pastor: Let us pray:  O God of grace and mercy, we give 

thanks for Your loving kindness to all Your 

servants who, having heard Your call to follow our 

Lord Jesus Christ, have finished their life in faith, 

and now rest from their labors. Grant that we also 

may be faithful to death and receive the crown of 

eternal life, through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our 

Lord who lives and reigns with You and the Holy 

Spirit, one God, now and forever.   

People: Amen 

 

COLLECT 

 

Pastor:   The Lord be with you. 

People:   And with your Spirit. 
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Pastor:   Let us pray to the Lord. 

Lord God, Creator of heaven and earth, the Giver 

of life, we thank You for all the mercies You 

granted Ed during his earthly life, especially for 

calling him to faith through Baptism into Jesus 

Christ. We draw comfort in the hope of the 

glorious resurrection and a happy reunion in 

heaven.  Calm our troubled hearts, we pray.  

Remove our doubts and our fears and renew in us 

the joy of salvation that You won for us; through 

Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with 

You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and 

forever.   

C:    Amen.  

 

Psalm 121 

 

Pastor: I lift up my eyes to the hills. 

      From where does my help come? 

   My help comes from the Lord, 

      who made heaven and earth. 

 

People: He will not let your foot be moved; 

      he who keeps you will not slumber. 

    Behold, he who keeps Israel 

      will neither slumber nor sleep. 

 

Pastor: The Lord is your keeper; 

      the Lord is your shade on your right hand. 

    The sun shall not strike you by day, 

      nor the moon by night. 

 

People: The Lord will keep you from all evil; 

      he will keep your life. 

   The Lord will keep 
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      your going out and your coming in 

      from this time forth and forevermore. 

 

All: Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the 

Holy Spirit. As it was in the beginning, is now, 

and will be forever. Amen. 

 

OLD TESTAMENT READING Job 19:23-27 (I know that 

My Redeemer Lives) 

 

(After the reading) 

Pastor:   This is the Word of the Lord. 

People:   Thanks be to God. 

 

HYMN “Amazing Grace! How Sweet the Sound” Tune: New 

Britain (Public Domain) 

 

Amazing grace! How sweet the sound 

That saved a wretch like me! 

I once was lost but now am found, 

Was blind but now I see! 

 

The Lord has promised good to me, 

His word my hope secures; 

He will my shield and portion be 

As long as life endures. 

 

Through many dangers, toils, and snares 

I have already come; 

His grace has brought me safe so far, 

His grace will see me home. 

 

Yes, when this flesh and heart shall fail 

And mortal life shall cease, 

Amazing grace shall then prevail 

In heaven’s joy and peace. 
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EPISTLE Hebrews 11:1-3, 13-16 (Living by Faith) 

 

(after the reading) 

Pastor:   This is the Word of the Lord. 

People:   Thanks be to God.   

 

GRADUAL 

 

All: “In my Father’s house are many mansions.  If it 

were not so, I would have told you.  I go to 

prepare a place for you.  And if I go and 

prepare a place for you, I will come again and 

receive you unto myself; that where I am, 

        there ye may be also”.  St. John 14:2-3 

 

HOLY GOSPEL John 5:24-29 (Whoever hears my Word 

and believes Him who sent Me has eternal life) 

 

(after the reading) 

P:  This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

C:  Praise to You, O Christ.  

 

SERMON John 11:25 & 26   The Resurrection and the Life 

   
Pastor:   Those who have heard the call of their Savior and 

who follow Him, confess this God-given faith.  

We join to confess our faith in the Father who 

grants us life, in the Son who by His death and 

resurrection has opened the doors of eternal life to 

us, and in the Holy Spirit, who brings us to faith 

and supplies us with hope for our resurrection. 

 

People: I believe in God the Father Almighty, Maker of 

heaven and earth. 
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And in Jesus Christ, His only Son our Lord; 

Who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, Born of 

the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

Was crucified, died and was buried; He 

descended into hell; The third day He rose 

again from the dead; He ascended into heaven 

and sits at the right hand of God the Father 

Almighty, from thence He shall come to judge 

the living and the dead. 

  

I believe in the Holy Spirit, The Holy Christian 

Church, The Communion of Saints, the 

forgiveness of sins, The resurrection of the 

body, and the life everlasting.  Amen 

  

PRAYERS 

Pastor: Let us pray.  Almighty God, You have called Your 

chosen people together into one holy body.  Give 

to Your whole Church in heaven and on earth 

Your light and Your peace.  

People: Hear us, O Lord. 

      

Pastor: Grant that all who have been called into Your 

kingdom by baptism into Christ’s death and 

resurrection may die to sin and rise to newness of 

life, and that through the gate of death and the 

grave we may pass with Him to our joyful 

resurrection. 

People:  Hear us, O Lord. 

      

Pastor: Give to us who are still here on earth and who 

walk by faith, Your Holy Spirit, that we may be 

led in holiness and righteousness all our days. 

People: Hear us, O Lord. 
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Pastor: Give to Your faithful people forgiveness and peace 

that we may be cleansed from all our sins and 

follow You and serve You. 

People: Hear us, O Lord. 

      

Pastor: Give to all who mourn a sure confidence in Your 

loving care that, casting all their sorrow on You, 

they may know the consolation of Your love. 

People: Hear us, O Lord. 

      

Pastor: Help us, we pray, in the midst of things we cannot 

understand, to continue to listen to Your calling 

and follow You. 

People: Hear us, O Lord. 

      

Pastor: God of all grace, You sent Your Son our Savior, 

Jesus Christ to call us and to give us life.  We give 

You thanks that by His death He destroyed the 

power of death and by His resurrection opened the 

kingdom of heaven to all believers.  Strengthen us 

in the confidence that because he lives we shall 

live also, and that neither death nor life nor things 

present nor things to come will be able to separate 

us from Your love which is in Christ Jesus our 

Lord;  who lives   and reigns with You and the 

Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.  

People: Amen 

Pastor: Lord, remember us in Your kingdom and teach us 

to pray: 

 

LORD’S PRAYER 

 

Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy 

name, Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done on earth 

as it is in heaven; give us this day our daily bread; 

and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who 
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trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, 

but deliver us from evil. For Thine is the kingdom 

and the power and the glory forever and ever. Amen.  

 

HYMN “How Great Thou Art” Tune: O Store Gud 

 

O Lord my God, When I in awesome wonder, 

Consider all the worlds Thy Hands have made; 

I see the stars, I hear the rolling thunder, 

Thy power throughout the universe displayed. 

 

Refrain: 

Then sings my soul, My Savior God, to Thee, 

How great Thou art, How great Thou art. 

Then sings my soul, My Savior God, to Thee, 

How great Thou art, How great Thou art!  

 

When through the woods, and forest glades I wander, 

And hear the birds sing sweetly in the trees. 

When I look down, from lofty mountain grandeur 

And see the brook, and feel the gentle breeze. 

Refrain 

 

And when I think, that God, His Son not sparing; 

Sent Him to die, I scarce can take it in; 

That on the Cross, my burden gladly bearing, 

He bled and died to take away my sin. 

Refrain 

 

When Christ shall come, with shout of acclamation, 

And take me home, what joy shall fill my heart. 

Then I shall bow, in humble adoration, 

And then proclaim: "My God, how great Thou art!" 

Refrain 
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THE BENEDICTION 

P:    The Lord bless you and keep you. 

The Lord make his face to shine on you and be gracious 

to you. 

The Lord lift up his countenance on you and give you 

peace. 

C:   Amen. 

 

Edward L. "Nig" Gardner 

December 10, 1925 - July 17, 2014 
 

Edward Larkin Lee Gardner was born December 10, 1925 in 

Washington, Missouri, son of the late Edward Leonard 

Gardner and wife, Hulda B. Reinholz Gardner. He passed 

away Thursday, July 17, 2014 at the Veterans Home in 

Oxford, Mississippi at the age of 88 years.  

 

God received Edward into His kingdom of Grace through the 

Sacrament of Holy Baptism on April 3, 1928 at St. Peter’s 

Evangelical and Reformed Church in Washington, Missouri.  

He was confirmed on April 2, 1939. 

 

Ed graduated from Washington High School in 1943. He 

served his country in the United States Merchant Marines 

from December 1943 to October 1946. On February 27, 1945, 

Ed was united in marriage to Miss Ruth Pelster in San 

Francisco, CA.  

 

They made their home in Jerseyville, Illinois from 1957 to 

1987. While in Jerseyville, he was an active member of Hope 

Lutheran Church. In 1987, they moved to make their home in 

New Haven. He was an active member of Ebenezer Lutheran 

Church Port Hudson, Washington V.F.W. Post #2661 and 

American Legion Post #218.  
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Ed was preceded in death by his loving wife Ruth Gardner, 

daughter-in-law, Ruth Ann Gardner; three brothers, Lester 

"Dutz" Gardner, Virgil "Knox" Gardner, and Rudy Gardner 

and two sisters-in-law, Geraldine Gardner and Cathy Gardner 

and brother-in-law Howard Pelster of Washington, Missouri.  

 

Mr. Gardner is survived by his two sons, Daryl Gardner of 

Paducah, KY and Douglas Gardner and wife, Martha of 

Hernando, Mississippi; two grandsons, Justin Gardner and 

wife, Jessica and great grandson, Daniel Edward Gardner of 

Manassas, Virginia and Jonathan Gardner and wife, Valerie 

of Smyrna, Georgia; four sisters, Jeanette Faes of Hermann, 

Betty Eckelkamp of Washington, Evelyn Jaeger of 

Washington, and Marilyn King and husband, Dick of 

Boulder, Colorado; brother-in-law, Harold Pelster and wife, 

Erika of Los Angeles, CA and two sisters-in-law Irma Pelster 

and Gurthlen Gardner of Washington, Missouri; other 

relatives, and many friends. 

 

May God in His grace comfort those who mourn as they look 

in faith to Jesus Christ our Lord, who is the Resurrection and 

Life, whose victory over death we share in faith. 

 

The Gardner family would like to invite relatives and dear 

friends for fellowship and dinner immediately after the 

service.  

 

 


