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Session 7

THE SAVIOR’S TRIAL—REJECTION
(Luke 22:66–71; 23:6–12)

FOCUS
About 1900, a young man who desired to serve as a Methodist preacher

faced a special challenge. Like 150 other young men, he passed his entrance
exam. But then he faced the trial of preaching before a panel of judges. When
the panel posted the results, the young man’s name appeared among those the
panel had rejected.

He wired his father with one word: “Rejected.” That night, he wrote in
his diary, “Very dark. Everything seems still. God knows best.” The reply to his
wire was quick to arrive. It read, “Rejected on earth, accepted in heaven. Dad.”

Describe a time someone rejected you. Who helped you deal with the
rejection?

INFORM
1. Read Luke 22:66. Who comprised the Jewish council (Sanhedrin)? 

Why did they meet at daybreak?

2. Read Luke 22:67–69. What does Christ mean? Who made the first
announcement that Jesus was “the Christ”? Why doesn’t Jesus simply
answer yes?

3. Read Luke 22:70–71. Was Jesus’ answer, “Yes”?

4. Read Luke 23:6–7. Why does Pilate send Jesus to Herod? Who was
Herod?



	  

5. Read Luke 23:8–11. Why does Jesus remain silent? The people reject
Jesus. But whose affirming “acceptance” do you see throughout Jesus’
sufferings (read Matthew 3:17; 17:5)? How does Herod mock Jesus?
What did Herod’s actions say about Jesus’ guilt or innocence?

6. Read Luke 23:12. Why did these two rulers become friends?

CONNECT
The Jewish leaders rejected Jesus. They labeled Him as a fraud and

imposter. Sadly, many continue to reject Jesus and His messengers today!

1. Read Acts 7:35–40, 51. Israel rejected Moses, despite all the signs and
wonders God performed through him. Jesus stands at the end of a long
line of prophets Israel had rejected. Can you recall other prophets Israel
rejected?

2. Jesus’ ministers continue today as God’s prophets. Read 2 Corinthians
4:7–12. Where do we find comfort when people reject the Word of God
we share with them?

VISION
Pay attention this week to those moments in which you or a friend feel

rejected. Be sure to rejoice in the truth that God accepts you for the sake of His
Son. Always and forever.

19Reproducible by purchaser. © 2000 CPH. Scripture: NIV ®. By perm ission of Zondervan.


