
	  
	  
	  

Session 5

THE SAVIOR’S DISCIPLES—LOYALTY
(Matthew 26:14–16, 20–25, 47–50, 69–75; 27:3–10)

FOCUS
In April 1995 an unknown terrorist left a truck filled with explosives next

to a U.S. federal building in Oklahoma City. When the truck exploded, half of
the building disintegrated. One hundred sixty-eight people died, including 19
children. At first the nation thought a foreign group had initiated this terrorist
act. Only a few days later people realized that the terrorist was one of their own.
And because the enemy came from within, the nation suffered even greater
shock.

Has a friend ever betrayed you? Were you able to forgive that person and
be reconciled?

INFORM
1. Read Matthew 26:14–16. Why did Judas go to the chief priests and

make this offer? Read John 12:6 for a clue.

2. Read Matthew 26:20–25. Why was Judas’ presence at this sacred meal 
a “double offense”? Read Psalm 41:9.

3. Read Matthew 26:47–50. What makes Judas’ kiss so ironic? 
Who controlled every event in Jesus’ passion?

4. Read Matthew 27:3–10. What was the reaction of the chief priests 
to Judas’ remorse? Did Judas truly repent of his actions? Could Judas
have received forgiveness?
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5. Read Matthew 26:69–75. Peter boasted, “I will never disown you”
(Matthew 26:35). What caused Peter’s downfall? How was Peter’s repen-
tance different than Judas’s? Read John 21:15–19.

CONNECT
1. In what ways have you betrayed or denied Jesus this week?

2. Judas failed to repent. Do you know someone who has lost a loving
relationship with God? What are some ways you can encourage those
who have fallen?

3. In a moment of crisis, Judas and Peter failed to demonstrate loyalty to
Jesus. Discuss the importance of loyalty in your life (marriage, family,
friendships, workplace, church, etc.).

4. In His sufferings Jesus demonstrated perfect loyalty to His heavenly
Father. Jesus reflected the Father’s will at all times and in every way.
What does that mean for our salvation?

VISION
Some congregations celebrate a “loyalty Sunday.” Members bring stew-

ardship pledges to the altar. They promise to use their talents for the Kingdom’s
growth. They pledge to attend services every Sunday. They promise to partici-
pate in the Lord’s Supper frequently. Do you think that your congregation
would benefit from celebrating a “loyalty Sunday”? Why or why not?
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