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Sermon for the 7th Sunday of 
Easter 

 

The End is Near 
 

A classic cartoon element is the shabbily dressed man with 
the shaggy beard carrying the placard with the inscription 
"The End Is Near!" I imagine that this stereotype is based on 
something, but I have never seen such thing in person.  Still, 
the sign invites one to wonder what, precisely, the sign 
means to the one carrying it.  Is he some bizarre 
apocalypticist?  Is the sign theologically or philosophically 
based?  Is it meant as a warning, or as good news, or meant 
to frighten?  It seems clear that the cartoonists who use the 

Text: 1 Peter 4:7-11  
 
The end of all things is at hand; 
therefore, be of sound judgment and 
sober spirit for the purpose of prayer.  
Above all, keep fervent in your love 
for one another, because love 
covers a multitude of sins.  Be 
hospitable to one another without 
complaint.  As each one has 
received a special gift, employ it in 
serving one another, as good 
stewards of the manifold grace of 
God.  Whoever speaks, let him 
speak, as it were, the utterances of 
God; whoever serves, let him do so 
as by the strength which God 
supplies; so that in all things God 
may be glorified through Jesus 
Christ, to whom belongs the glory 

and dominion forever and ever. 



 2 

image intend to be derisive and understand the image to 
touch on the lunatic fringe.  

But here is Peter, writing in our text about two thousand 
years ago, saying pretty much the same thing.  Was Peter 
wrong?  Was he part of the lunatic fringe?  Did Peter mean 
to deliver good news, or to frighten?  Well, that is what we 
are going to examine, this morning.  Our theme is merely a 
rewording of the opening phrase of our text, "The End Is 
Near!"  

The end of all things is at hand.  That is what Peter wrote.  
Was he wrong?  No.  He was reporting precisely what God 
gave him to report.  He was reporting it from the perspective 
of God, however.  From our perspective, Peter was totally 
off.  We do not consider two thousand years as "near" in 
terms of time - except when we are speaking of geological 
time from the perspective of the evolutionist.  

On the other hand, the end of the world is never any farther 
from us than the end of our own lives.  We never know when 
that is going to be.  We want to keep in mind that when 
Jesus died on the cross, and rose again, the very end times 
had begun.  Now there is just one day left - the last day.  We 
don't know when it is coming, but it is coming.  There are 
only two basic ways to approach the end: first, expecting it, 
looking forward to it, and living in the light of its near 
approach, or second, living as though it is never coming.  
Most of mankind chooses the second path, living as though 
this world will never end.  Peter encourages the first choice - 
living in the light of the knowledge that it is soon to come to 
the final day, with all that Scripture tells us will happen on 
that day.  

Living as though the world will never end works, after a 
fashion.  So far, the world has not ended.  But living as 
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though it will never end overlooks the swift approach of 
death.  When I was twenty, death seemed a long way off.  
On the other hand, out of the 128 who graduated with me in 
my senior class, four did not live to see twenty.  The world 
around me may not end during my lifetime, but that will 
cease to be an issue on the day I die.  Then comes the 
judgment.  

The first path is the path of living in the light of the coming 
end of the world - which is as much as to say, in the light of 
the coming judgment.  The end of the world may be 
tomorrow, or thousand years from tomorrow, but it is two 
thousand years closer to us than when Peter first penned 
these words.  By any standard, then, the end is near.  

Peter counsels us to live with the awareness that it is coming 
soon, be of sound judgment and sober spirit for the 
purpose of prayer.  Live in the light of what you know, that 
is what he means to say - and what you know includes the 
Law, the Gospel, and prayer.  Whatever we do, we cannot 
lose sight of these.  The Law shows us our sins, and the 
Gospel teaches us of our Savior and of our forgiveness.  
Then the Law also reminds us of that which is pleasing to 
our Lord.  Sound judgment would have us live both in the 
freedom of the Gospel, and as those who desire to be 
pleasing to God.  

And prayer.  Prayer is God's gift to His people.  We can 
share our concerns, and ask God for the things we need - 
and take comfort in the certainty that God knows our 
situation and that He will provide all that we need.  That is 
the promise God has given us in prayer.  And the fact that 
He mentions it so frequently in the Bible teaches us that God 
wants you to be active in prayer.  He wants you to depend 
on Him.  He wants you conscious of His presence and good 
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will.  He wants to be in communion with you daily - 
constantly.  

Prayer is an act of worship.  It is also the way you 
deliberately keep yourself conscious of your connection to 
Him.  He speaks to you through the Word.  He teaches and 
refreshes you and cleanses you through the Sacrament.  
Prayer is the way you live out the reality of His intimate 
connection with you, and His immediate presence in your 
life.  Without prayer, God's presence in your life is merely an 
academic idea.  You must talk to God regularly to make it a 
living and breathing reality day-by-day.  

Peter tells us to be sober about it - meaning clear-headed 
and serious.  We face real challenges and real dangers.  
Temptation will come in the form tailored to you, to be the 
most likely to cause you to stumble.  You need to be sober 
about it, taking it seriously, knowing that the difference 
between you and someone who is lost and without hope in 
this world is not you, but the grace of God.  So you keep in 
touch and rely on God's grace and mercy in every situation.  

How that works itself out in life is the substance of what 
follow in our text.  Peter writes, "Above all, keep fervent in 
your love for one another, because love covers a 
multitude of sins."  Now if love were merely a feeling, you 
would have no control over it;.  You feel what you feel, 
right?  But love - agape love - is also an act of the will.  You 
can choose to be fervent, or earnest, in you love toward one 
another.  You know those moments, when you see someone 
in need and have to decide if you are going to answer their 
need or pretend you did not notice.  Whether the need is 
money, or a shoulder to cry on, or encouragement, or a 
helping hand of some sort, if you see the need, love urges 
you to meet that need.  Fervent love deliberately looks at the 
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beloved - one another - for needs to be met, and deliberately 
chooses to be part of the answer.  

That love covers a multitude of sins simply means that we 
forgive.  We do not allow the weaknesses of one another to 
turn us off, or cause us to exclude this one or that one from 
our deliberate love.  Let's face it, each one of us can be 
frustrating to others, or 'off-putting' at times.  We are called 
on by the love which Christ has for us and works in us to 
look past the offenses, whatever they may be, and genuinely 
love one another.  We forgive the casual affront, the 
thoughtless word, the somewhat irritating behavior because 
we have been forgiven so much - and because each of us 
has our own offenses and irritations in the eyes of others, for 
which we also need patience and forgiveness.  

Deliberate love leads to the hospitality that Peter names, 
when he writes, "Be hospitable to one another without 
complaint." It also pushes us toward using the talents and 
gifts God gives us for the benefit of the body - the family of 
Christ in which God has placed us.  God has given each of 
us all that we are and have.  He had then knit us together in 
this congregation in order to use these gifts for the blessing 
and benefit of the whole body.  

Peter reminds us not to look at our lives and our 
congregation as accidents of random chance.  God has 
placed us where we are, in the face of whatever challenges 
we might confront, by design.  We are to use our talents and 
gifts, then, as those who are there, in the right place and at 
the right time by the choice and plan of God.  Whatever we 
do, we are to do it as service to God.  We can think of it as 
"This is why God made me able to do this!" Or, "Now I can 
serve God by doing this thing, saying these words, helping 
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this brother or sister in Christ.  God intended me for this 
moment, or for this task."  

The truth is, God did.  Admittedly, it would be easier to 
understand if God had printed out a program for us, telling 
us at just what juncture we were to step in and use our 
talent, or when in the script of our life we were to say this line 
or that - but even when people know, it is no easier to do.  
And God has not scripted our lives like that.  He has simply 
equipped us - blessed us with what we need when we face 
those situations and those needs.  He has left us the joy of 
discovering how important we are in His plan, and the 
freedom to serve Him by loving one another in what we do 
and what we say.  

When we act in love and faith as the needs arise, we glorify 
God both by what we do, because God has equipped us just 
right for the living out of our faith and love, and by our 
thanksgiving when we see the hand of God at work in our 
lives.  At such times we live out the last verse of our text, 
"As each one has received a special gift, employ it in 
serving one another, as good stewards of the manifold 
grace of God.  Whoever speaks, let him speak, as it 
were, the utterances of God; whoever serves, let him do 
so as by the strength which God supplies; so that in all 
things God may be glorified through Jesus Christ, to 
whom belongs the glory and dominion forever and ever. 
Amen.  

All of this is part of keeping in mind that it is almost over.  
The end is near!  We have been redeemed.  Our sins have 
been forgiven.  God has knit us together into this 
congregation - the body of Christ, here in Laurie.  He hasn't 
given each one of us everything we need.  Instead He has 
given us all together whatever it is that we may need, and 
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then He has given us one another to love and encourage.  
And we want to do so because the end is near, and when it 
comes - for us personally or for the entire world - we want to 
be found waiting and ready, loving one another and fervent 
in prayer.  

We want to be something like the cartoon character I 
mentioned at the beginning of the sermon.  We want to be 
proclaiming the swift approach of the end of the world - 
except we don't want to carry a sign.  We want to live the 
truth of it out in our daily lives.  The end is near!  

 


