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AS WE GATHER: We welcome the Washington Circuit and 

our community of friends to the lakeside Ascension Service at 

Ebenezer Lutheran Church. We confess this truth every 

Sunday: “He ascended into heaven and sits at the right hand 

of the Father.” By this act He does not leave us alone. He is 

actually now closer to every believer than He could be in His 

earthly humility. He sends His Spirit. He opens our minds to 

understand the Scriptures, and by them to understand life and 

what goes on around us even as we seek to remain faithful 

and filled with hope. The Ascension is just as important for us 

as is Easter, Good Friday, the Transfiguration, Epiphany, and 

Christmas. 

  

PRAYER BEFORE WORSHIP: Merciful God, in love You 

sent Your only-begotten Son to us at Christmas. He brought 

the light of Your salvation into our dark world, traveled our 

road in faithfulness to You, then carried our burdens and sins 

to the cross, and rose from the dead in victory. Today, He has 

ascended to sit at Your right hand. Grant us the confidence of 

faith in His gracious rule and bring us at last to our heavenly 

home, where You live and reign, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, 

one God, now and forever. Amen. 

  

THE DIVINE SERVICE 

 

HYMN “On Christ’s Ascension I now Build” LW 150  
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On Christ’s ascension I now build 

The hope of my ascension; 

This hope alone has always stilled 

All doubt and apprehension; 

For where the head is, there as well 

I know his members are to dwell 

When Christ will come and call them. 

 

Since Christ returned to claim his throne, 

Great gifts for me obtaining, 

My heart will rest in him alone, 

No other rest remaining; 

For where my treasure went before, 

There all my thoughts will ever soar 

To still their deepest yearning. 

 

Oh, grant, dear Lord, this grace to me, 

Recalling your ascension, 

That I may serve you faithfully, 

Adorning your redemption; 

And then, when all my days will cease, 

Let me depart in joy and peace 

In answer to my pleading.  

 

INVOCATION 

 

Pastor: In the name of the Father and of the + Son and of 

the Holy Spirit. 

People: Amen.  

 

OPENING SENTENCES Psalm 47:5, 8 
 

Pastor: God has gone up with a shout, 

People: the LORD with the sound of a trumpet. 
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Pastor: God reigns over the nations; 

People: God sits on His holy throne.  
 

CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION 

 

Pastor: Because Christ ascended and sits at the right hand 

of God the Father, from now on “if anyone does 

sin, we have an advocate with the Father, Jesus 

Christ the righteous.” Let us then confess our sins 

and let His blood plead our cause. 1 John 2:1 

 

Pastor: God our Father, 

People: at Your own invitation through Your Son, our 

Lord Jesus, we dare to come before You 

confessing that we have sinned in our thoughts, 

in our words, and in our actions, by what we 

have done and by what we have failed to do. 

Solely by the atoning sacrifice of Christ we beg 

Your forgiveness that we may walk with a 

perfect heart before You, now and evermore. 

Amen. 

 

Pastor: God has gone up with a shout and now comes to 

you with a comforting voice. As a called and 

ordained servant of Christ, and by His authority, I 

therefore forgive you all your sins in the name of 

the Father and of the + Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

People: Amen. 

 

+ WORD + 

 

INTROIT Psalm 110:1, 4–5; antiphon: Psalm 47:5   

 

Pastor: God has gone up with a shout,  

     the LORD with the sound of a trumpet. 
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People: The LORD says to my Lord: “Sit at My right 

hand,  

     until I make Your enemies Your footstool.” 

Pastor: The LORD has sworn and will not change His 

mind, “You are a priest forever after the order of 

Melchizedek.” 

People: The Lord is at Your right hand;  

     He will shatter kings on the day of His wrath. 

All:  Glory be to the Father and to the Son  

     and to the Holy Spirit; 

                  as it was in the beginning,  

     is now, and will be forever. Amen. 

Pastor: God has gone up with a shout,  

     the LORD with the sound of a trumpet. 

 

KYRIE 

 

Pastor: In peace let us pray to the Lord. 

People: Lord, have mercy. 

 

Pastor: For the peace from above, and for the salvation of 

our souls, let us pray to the Lord. 

People: Lord, have mercy. 

 

Pastor: For the peace of the whole world, and for the well-

being of the churches of God, let us pray to the 

Lord. 

People: Lord, have mercy. 

 

Pastor: For this holy house and for those who in faith, 

piety, and the fear of God offer here their worship 

and praise, let us pray to the Lord. 

People: Lord, have mercy. 
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Pastor: For our faithful witness to Jesus Christ, the Savior 

of the world, and that no one comes to the Father 

except through Him, let us pray to the Lord. 

People: Lord, have mercy. 

 

Pastor: Help, save, pity, and defend us, O God, by Your 

grace. 

People: Amen. 

 

HYMN OF PRAISE “A Hymn of Glory Let Us Sing” LW 

149 

 

1.  A Hymn of glory let us sing: 

New songs throughout the world shall ring: 

Alleluia! Alleluia! 

Christ, by a road before untrod, 

Ascendeth to the throne of God. 

Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia! 

 

2.  The holy apostolic band 

Upon the Mount of Olives stand; 

Alleluia! Alleluia! 

And with His followers they see 

Jesus' resplendent majesty. 

Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia! 

 

3.  To whom the angels, drawing nigh, 

"Why stand and gaze upon the sky? 

Alleluia! Alleluia! 

This is the Savior!" thus they say; 

"This is His noble triumph-day." 

Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia! 

 

4.  "Again shall ye behold Him so 

As ye today have seen Him go, 



 

 7 

Alleluia! Alleluia! 

In glorious pomp ascending high, 

Up to the portals of the sky." 

Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia! 

 

5.  Oh, grant us thitherward to tend 

And with unwearied hearts ascend 

Alleluia! Alleluia! 

Unto Thy kingdom's throne, where Thou, 

As is our faith, art seated now. 

Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia! 

 

6.  Be Thou our Joy and strong Defense 

Who art our future Recompense: 

Alleluia! Alleluia! 

So shall the light that springs from Thee 

Be ours through all eternity. 

Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia! 

 

7.  O risen Christ, ascended Lord, 

All praise to Thee let earth accord, 

Alleluia! Alleluia! 

Who art, while endless ages run, 

With Father and with Spirit One. 

Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia! 

 

SALUTATION 

 

Pastor: The Lord be with you. 

People: And also with you. 

 

Pastor: Let us pray. 

 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 
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Pastor: Almighty God, as Your only-begotten Son 

ascended into the heavens, so may we also ascend 

in heart and mind and continually dwell there with 

Him, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy 

Spirit, through Jesus Christ, our Lord, one God, 

now and forever, 

People: Amen. 

 

FIRST READING Acts 1:1–11 (the Ascension of our Lord) 

In my former book, Theophilus, I wrote about all that Jesus began to do and to 

teach 
2 
until the day he was taken up to heaven, after giving instructions through 

the Holy Spirit to the apostles he had chosen. 
3 
After his suffering, he presented 

himself to them and gave many convincing proofs that he was alive. He 

appeared to them over a period of forty days and spoke about the kingdom of 

God. 
4 
On one occasion, while he was eating with them, he gave them this 

command: “Do not leave Jerusalem, but wait for the gift my Father promised, 

which you have heard me speak about. 
5 
For John baptized with

 
water, but in a 

few days you will be baptized with
 
the Holy Spirit.” 

6 
Then they gathered around him and asked him, “Lord, are you at this time 

going to restore the kingdom to Israel?” 
7 
He said to them: “It is not for you to know the times or dates the Father has set 

by his own authority. 
8 

But you will receive power when the Holy Spirit comes 

on you; and you will be my witnesses in Jerusalem, and in all Judea and 

Samaria, and to the ends of the earth.” 
9 
After he said this, he was taken up before their very eyes, and a cloud hid him 

from their sight. 
10 

They were looking intently up into the sky as he was going, when suddenly 

two men dressed in white stood beside them. 
11 

“Men of Galilee,” they said, 

“why do you stand here looking into the sky? This same Jesus, who has been 

taken from you into heaven, will come back in the same way you have seen him 
go into heaven.”  

 

Pastor: This is the Word of the Lord. 

People: Thanks be to God. 

 

CHILDREN & CONGREGATION “Up in the Sky” 

 

Children: Up in the sky, 

 Ascended high, 
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 Jesus is Lord and Savior; 

 He leads on 

 Where He has gone, 

 To be with Him forever! 

 

Adults: Hid from our sight 

 In dazzling light, 

 His angels kneel before Him; 

 He takes His stand 

 At God’s right hand; 

  All His redeemed adore Him! 

 

Children: He came, He died, 

  Was crucified, 

  His perfect Godhead giving; 

  From death restored, 

  Our mighty Lord 

  Is King of all the living! 

 

Adults: O gracious Friend, 

  Let my life end, 

  Restored, redeemed, forgiven; 

  Oh, let me be, 

  Eternally, 

  Your lost child found in heaven! 

 

EPISTLE Ephesians 1:15–23 (the Father seated Jesus at His 

right hand in the heavenly places) 

 
15 

For this reason, ever since I heard about your faith in the Lord Jesus and your 

love for all God’s people, 
16 

I have not stopped giving thanks for you, 

remembering you in my prayers. 
17 

I keep asking that the God of our Lord Jesus 

Christ, the glorious Father, may give you the Spirit of wisdom and revelation, so 

that you may know him better. 
18 

I pray that the eyes of your heart may be 

enlightened in order that you may know the hope to which he has called you, the 

riches of his glorious inheritance in his holy people, 
19 

and his incomparably 

great power for us who believe. That power is the same as the mighty strength 
20 

he exerted when he raised Christ from the dead and seated him at his right 



 

 10 

hand in the heavenly realms, 
21 

far above all rule and authority, power and 

dominion, and every name that is invoked, not only in the present age but also in 

the one to come. 
22 

And God placed all things under his feet and appointed him 

to be head over everything for the church, 
23 

which is his body, the fullness of 

him who fills everything in every way. 

 

Pastor: This is the Word of the Lord. 

People: Thanks be to God. 

 

VERSE Romans 6:9; Matthew 28:20b 

 

People: Alleluia, alleluia. We know that Christ, being 

raised from the dead, will never die again; 

death no longer has dominion over Him. 

Alleluia, alleluia. 

Pastor: Behold, I am with you always, to the end of the 

age. 

 

HOLY GOSPEL Luke 24:44–53 

 

Pastor: The Holy Gospel according to St. Luke, the 

twenty-fourth chapter. 

People: Glory to You, O Lord. 

 
44 

He said to them, “This is what I told you while I was still with you: 

Everything must be fulfilled that is written about me in the Law of Moses, the 

Prophets and the Psalms.” 
45 

Then he opened their minds so they could understand the Scriptures. 
46 

He told 

them, “This is what is written: The Messiah will suffer and rise from the dead on 

the third day, 
47 

and repentance for the forgiveness of sins will be preached in his 

name to all nations, beginning at Jerusalem. 
48 

You are witnesses of these things. 
49 

I am going to send you what my Father has promised; but stay in the city until 
you have been clothed with power from on high.” 
50 

When he had led them out to the vicinity of Bethany, he lifted up his hands 

and blessed them. 
51 

While he was blessing them, he left them and was taken up 

into heaven. 
52 

Then they worshiped him and returned to Jerusalem with great 

joy. 
53 

And they stayed continually at the temple, praising God. 

 

Pastor: This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

People: Praise to You, O Christ. 
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APOSTLES' CREED 

 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, maker of heaven and 

earth. 

 

And in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord, who was 

conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, 

suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was 

buried. He descended into hell. The third day he rose again 

from the dead. He ascended into heaven and is seated at the 

right hand of God the Father almighty. From there he will 

come to judge the living and the dead. 

 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian Church, the 

communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection 

of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen.  

 

HYMN OF THE DAY “Up through Endless Ranks of 

Angels” (sung to Regent Square LW 50)  

 

1  Up through endless ranks of angels, 

cries of triumph in his ears, 

to his heavenly throne ascending, 

having vanquished all their fears, 

Christ looks down upon his faithful, 

leaving them in happy tears. 

 

2  Death-destroying, life-restoring, 

proven equal to our need, 

now for us before the Father 

as our brother intercede; 

flesh that for our world was wounded, 

living, for the wounded plead! 
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3  To our lives of wanton wandering 

send your promised Spirit guide; 

through our lives of fear and failure 

with your power and love abide; 

welcome us, as you were welcomed, 

to an endless Eastertide. 

 

4  Alleluia! Alleluia! 

O to breathe the Spirit's grace! 

Alleluia! Alleluia! 

O to see the Father's face. 

Alleluia! Alleluia! 

O to feel the Son's embrace! 

 

SERMON  

  

OFFERING 

 

OFFERTORY LW page 145 

 

Create in me a clean heart, O God, and renew a right 

spirit within me, 

Cast me not away from Thy presence; and take not Thy 

Holy Spirit from me. 

Restore unto me the joy of thy salvation; and uphold me 

with Thy free spirit. 

Amen. 

 

PRAYER OF THE CHURCH  

 

Pastor: We have an advocate with the Father, Jesus Christ 

the righteous. Likewise the Spirit helps us in our 

weakness. For we do not know what to pray for as 

we ought, but the Spirit Himself intercedes for us 

with groanings too deep for words. Therefore let 
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us humbly present our petitions before the throne 

of God’s grace.      1 John 2:1; Romans 8:26 

 

Pastor: Almighty and merciful God, we give You all 

praise and thanks at the glorious ascension of Your 

Son, our Lord Jesus Christ. By His merit and 

intercession guide our minds and hearts in the 

ways of Your mercy and grace. Keep us faithful 

throughout our life in this world and bring us 

safely into Your presence in the world to come. 

Lord, in Your mercy, 

People: hear our prayer. 

 

Pastor: Grant that Your Son may rule with power and 

grace in the world through the servants of 

government, in the Church through the faithful 

preaching of Your Word and administration of 

Your sacraments, and in our families and our 

hearts as you open our minds to understand the 

Scriptures. Give our nation a spirit of kindness, 

justice, and peace, and strengthen the faith of all 

who call upon You. Lord, in Your mercy, 

People: hear our prayer. 

 

Pastor: Increase our desire to be near You as we celebrate 

every aspect of our Lord’s words and works of 

salvation, that we may in turn be enabled to teach 

our children and to tell others of Your great gift of 

salvation for all. Lord, in Your mercy, 

People: hear our prayer. 

 

Pastor: Be near with the word of Your own comfort and 

healing to all who are sick, injured, or near death, 

granting them faith and hope in Your never-failing 

love. Lord, in Your mercy, 

People: hear our prayer. 
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Pastor: Having ascended to the right hand of the majesty 

on high, nevertheless our Savior dwells in our 

midst giving us His very body and blood in the 

Holy Sacrament. Give us true repentance and faith 

that we may receive this salutary gift to our 

blessing and peace. Lord, in Your mercy, 

People: hear our prayer. 

 

Pastor: With all the saints gathered around the throne of 

the Lamb in heaven, we shout Your praise looking 

for the resurrection of the dead and the life of the 

world to come. Lord, in Your mercy, 

People: hear our prayer. 

 

Pastor: Into Your hands, O Lord, we commend all for 

whom we pray, trusting in Your mercy; through 

Your Son, Jesus Christ, our Lord, 

People: Amen. 

 

LORD’S PRAYER (Matthew 6:9–13) 

 

HYMN “Alleluia! Sing to Jesus” (sung to Hyfrydol LW 286) 

1. Alleluia! sing to Jesus! His the scepter, His the throne. 

Alleluia! His the triumph, His the victory alone. 

Hark! the songs of peaceful Zion thunder like a mighty 

flood. 

Jesus out of every nation has redeemed us by His blood. 

2. Alleluia! not as orphans are we left in sorrow now; 

Alleluia! He is near us, faith believes, nor questions 

how; 

Though the cloud from sight received Him when the 

forty days were o’er 
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Shall our hearts forget His promise, “I am with you 

evermore”? 

3. Alleluia! bread of angels, Thou on earth our food, our 

stay; 

Alleluia! here the sinful flee to Thee from day to day: 

Intercessor, Friend of sinners, Earth’s Redeemer, plead 

for me, 

Where the songs of all the sinless sweep across the 

crystal sea. 

4. Alleluia! King eternal, Thee the Lord of lords we own; 

Alleluia! born of Mary, Earth Thy footstool, Heav’n 

Thy throne: 

Thou within the veil hast entered, robed in flesh our 

great High Priest; 

Thou on earth both priest and victim in the Eucharistic 

feast. 

THE CLOSING PRAYER 

 

Pastor: Christ came down to earth from heaven, 

People: who is God and Lord of all. 

Pastor: By His death He has destroyed death 

People: and brought life and immortality to light. 

Pastor: But now has Christ arisen from the dead. 

People: He is risen, indeed! 

Pastor: God has gone up with a shout, 

People: the LORD with the sound of a trumpet. 

 

Pastor: We give thanks to You almighty God for Your gift 

of eternal life. Keep us steadfast in this faith that 

we may ascend now in heart and mind to be with 

Christ, looking forward to the day when He will 

take us to be with Him forever. 

People: Amen. 
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THE BALLOON LIFT  

 

HYMN “Praise God from Whom All Blessings Flow” LW 461 

 

Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; 

Praise him, all creatures here below; 

Praise him above, O heavenly host; 

Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. 

 

THE BENEDICTION 

 

Pastor: The Lord bless you and keep you 

The Lord make His face to shine upon you and be 

gracious unto you, 

The Lord lift up his countenance upon you and 

give you peace. 

 

People: Amen. Amen. Amen. 
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