
 1 

Sermon for Maundy 
Thursday 

                          

Lead Us Not Into 
Temptation 

A comedian some years ago got a lot of mileage out of the 
line “The devil made me do it.” Perhaps you’ve said 
something similar at one time or another. After the chuckles 
die down, though, there are a couple of problems with this 
line. First, did the devil really make you do anything? Isn’t 
your sinful flesh a willing coconspirator? 

Second, and still more important at the moment, this line is 
usually employed to speak of various forms of temptation. 
What it leaves unsaid is that all the devil’s temptations really 
drive toward the same end: our end. For the devil wants to 
drag us into the eternal drain down which he’s going. All 
temptation has this purpose. In the final analysis, there is 
only one temptation: to keep us away from the cross of 
Christ. 

Text: Luke 22:40 
 
Pray that you will not fall into 

temptation. 
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Anyone who’s lived for a while has no doubt observed that 
some temptations seem obvious. They stick out like the 
proverbial sore thumb. Gross evils present their peculiar 
allure, but they remain gross and perhaps even peculiar. 
Less obviously, though, good things right under our noses 
can be used to tempt us away from our Lord. Think of what 
we’ve covered in this sermon series: self-improvement, 
progress, technology, even morality. All of these can 
become poor substitutes for the Savior. Any of them can get 
between us and the cross of Christ. The devil would love for 
this to happen, so Jesus taught us to pray: “Lead us not into 
temptation.” 

Yes, I can stay away from church because I’m too hung over 
or lazy. But I might also stay away because I’m busy with 
work, supporting my family. Even here lies a temptation. I 
can neglect reading the Bible because I’ve become too 
enthralled with other reading material. That other stuff may 
not be bad; it may be good and decent and wholesome. Yet 
if it takes the place of God’s Word, it, too, becomes a 
temptation that can pull me away from my Lord. Even when 
the good things of life are used to tempt us, one goal 
remains behind the temptation. When you’re tempted, it’s not 
merely your time or your money or your reputation that lies 
at stake. It’s you.  

Jesus was tempted too. He came into the world to do the 
best good thing imaginable, saving poor sinners. Even there 
he was tempted to forsake his mission! In the garden on the 
night he was betrayed, his sweat became like great drops of 
blood as he struggled with the temptation to stay away from 
the cross. Nonetheless, he prayed to God the Father, “Not 
my will, but yours, be done” (Luke 22:42). 

Jesus had felt this temptation before. Remember in the 
wilderness? Those temptations also were designed to keep 
Christ from the cross, to gather a big crowd or bow to the 
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devil to get all the kingdoms of the world. In fact, even while 
Jesus was hanging on the cross, people were yelling, “Let 
him come down now from the cross, and we will believe in 
him” (Mt 27:42). Even this temptation was to get Christ away 
from the cross. What would have become of God’s salvation 
plan then? 

Turns out the great temptation for our Lord was the same as 
our great temptation, only from different points of view. The 
devil tempted Christ to keep him from the cross. Now the 
devil tempts us to keep us away from Christ’s cross. For 
Christ went to the cross for us, as our substitute. The devil 
couldn’t stop him. Jesus was “delivered up for our 
trespasses and raised for our justification” (Rom 4:25). So 
now the devil tries to get between us and our Lord with any 
temptation he can use, even good things.  

Yet our Lord comes to us, and in the closest way. Under 
bread and wine, he places into our very mouths his own 
body and blood, given and poured out for us. See how great 
is his desire that nothing get between him and us! Our 
concentration on him may be shaky at times, but his 
concentration on us has never wavered a bit. It took him to 
the cross and through the empty tomb, and it will bring him 
to us uniquely with his body and blood later tonight. 

The Lord who gave us his Supper does not blush to be 
called our God, to come and dwell in us. Jesus instituted his 
Holy Meal on the night when he was betrayed. He gave it to 
his disciples to fortify them against the sharp temptations he 
knew they would face over the coming hours. His body and 
blood, given and shed for you too, strengthens and 
preserves you in the one true faith unto life everlasting. He 
will let nothing come between him and you: not your sin, not 
death itself, certainly not the devil’s schemes. 
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“But,” you may say, “the devil seems to be able to get me to 
fall for temptations with alarming frequency. Some of those 
temptations prove so strong! Before I know it, I’ve 
succumbed.” Here’s a true story of a woman whose husband 
suddenly announced one day he was leaving her. He 
wanted a divorce. At first she felt numb. Then she turned 
sad, but finally a seething rage settled over her. She had 
worked hard at her marriage, and now her husband had 
simply pulled the rug out from under their entire life together. 
It was not too strong to say she now hated him. 

The woman knew this hatred was wrong. She went to her 
pastor and told him about her consuming temptation to hate 
her ex-husband. She confessed her sin. He counseled her, 
read the Scriptures to her, and prayed with her. She kept 
coming for session after session, yet nothing seemed to 
help. Her hatred still glowed white hot. 

Finally, one day her pastor told her, “You don’t have to worry 
about forgiving Jim anymore. Jesus already has.” This 
stunning word spoke to her. When she returned for her next 
session, she told the pastor, somewhat to her own 
amazement, “You know, I think I’ve started to forgive him.” 
You see, Jesus, the Lord of reconciliation, in his great love 
would not let even this massive temptation come between 
himself and the divorced woman. 

All Temptation Is to Keep You Away 

from the Cross, but Christ Brings 

the Blessings of His Cross to You. 

He brings them through your Baptism and through the 
Gospel. Yet you never get them more than when, in faith, 
you receive them with the Savior’s body and blood that 
bought and paid for them. Receive his body and blood after 
you pray, “Lead us not into temptation.” 


