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AS WE GATHER: As part of our Holy Week worship life, 

we observe, in part, an ancient custom of the Early Christian 

Church. Beginning with the evening worship on Maundy 

Thursday and continuing through Holy Saturday’s Easter 

Vigil, these services were considered to be one service and 

called the Triduum (The Three Days). Even though people go 

home to rest and carry out their necessary responsibilities, 

they are encouraged to remember that at least in spirit, they 

are still “worshiping” and remembering the events of Holy 

Week. No benediction concludes this service as an indication 

that the service continues for two more days. 

 

As the time draws nigh for our Lord to sacrifice Himself for 

the sins of the world, He does a remarkable thing. He offers 

His disciples a foretaste of the forgiveness He would soon 

offer the entire world. In, with, and under the bread and the 

wine is the true body and blood of Jesus, given and shed for 

the forgiveness of all of their sins—and ours. He offers that 

foretaste also to us today. 

   

DIVINE SERVICE 

 

HYMN “Jesus, Lead Thou On” LW 386  
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INVOCATION 

 

Pastor: In the name of the Father and of the + Son and of 

the Holy Spirit. 

People: Amen.  

 

CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION 

 

Pastor: “Woe to that man by whom the Son of Man is 

betrayed! 

People: It would have been better for that man if he 

had not been born.” Matthew 26:24 

Pastor: We, too, have betrayed the Son of Man. We act 

carelessly and selfishly in the presence of our Holy 

God. Therefore let us confess our sins to God, our 

Father. 

 

(Silence for reflection and self-examination.) 

 

Pastor: O God, 

People: We confess to You that we have sinned. We 

have betrayed You in our thoughts, words, and 

actions. We have acted carelessly and selfishly 

in Your presence. Yet, we know that our Lord, 

Jesus Christ died to take our sins upon Himself, 

and through Him we have the assurance of 

forgiveness. For the sake of Your Son Jesus 

have mercy and forgive us. 

 

Pastor: Our merciful God has heard our plea for 

forgiveness and has offered His only Son to die for 

our forgiveness. Therefore in the stead and by the 

command of my Lord, Jesus Christ, I forgive you 

all of your sins in the name of the Father and of 

the + Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

People: Amen. 
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Pastor: Rejoice! Behold the gifts of God for the people of 

God. 

People: Let us give thanks to God for this great gift! 

  

KYRIE 

 

Pastor: In peace, let us pray to the Lord, 

People: Lord, have mercy. 

Pastor: For the peace that we receive through Jesus 

Christ’s body and blood, let us pray to the Lord, 

People: Christ, have mercy. 

Pastor: For peace in our church, neighborhood, and world, 

let us pray to the Lord, 

People: Lord, have mercy. 

Pastor: Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gracious Lord. 

People: Amen.  

 

SALUTATION 

 

Pastor: The Lord be with you. 

People: And also with you. 

 

Pastor: Let us pray. 

 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 

 

Pastor: Lord, Jesus Christ, You dined with Your disciples 

one final time, giving them everlasting gifts in 

bread and wine. Give us, we pray, those same 

gifts; forgiveness, salvation, and communion with 

You as we feast upon Your very body and blood in 

this bread and wine. In Your holy, precious name 

we pray. 

People: Amen. 
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OLD TESTAMENT READING Exodus 12:1–14 (The 

Institution of the Passover) 

 

 

Lector: This is the Word of the Lord. 

People: Thanks be to God. 

 

 

PSALM Psalm 116:12–19; antiphon: v. 17 

 

Pastor: I will offer to You the sacrifice of thanksgiving  

and call on the name of the LORD. 

 

People: What shall I render to the LORD  

for all his benefits to me? 

 

Pastor: I will lift up the cup of salvation  

and call on the name of the LORD, 

 

People: I will pay my vows to the LORD 

in the presence of all His people. 

 

Pastor: Precious in the sight of the LORD 

is the death of His saints. 

 

People: O LORD, I am Your servant;  

I am Your servant, the son of Your 

maidservant. 

You have loosed my bonds. 

 

Pastor: I will offer to You the sacrifice of thanksgiving  

and call on the name of the LORD. 

 

People: I will pay my vows to the LORD 
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in the presence of all His people, 

 

Pastor: in the courts of the house of the LORD,  

in Your midst, O Jerusalem. Praise the LORD! 

 

People: I will offer to You the sacrifice of thanksgiving  

and call on the name of the LORD.  

 

EPISTLE 1 Corinthians 11:23–32 (The Institution of the 

Lord’s Supper)  

 

Lector: This is the Word of the Lord. 

People: Thanks be to God.  

 

VERSE John 13:1b “Having Loved His Own”   

 

All: Having loved His own who were in the world, He 

loved them to the end. 

 

HOLY GOSPEL John 13:1–17, 31b–35 (The New 

Commandment given by Jesus) 

 

Pastor: The Holy Gospel according to St. John, the 13th 

chapter. 

People: Glory to You, O Lord. 

 

(The Gospel is read.) 

 

Pastor: This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

People: Praise to You, O Christ. 

 

CREED Nicene Creed   
 

All: I believe in one God, 

    the Father Almighty, 
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    maker of heaven and earth 

       and of all things visible and invisible. 

 

And in one Lord Jesus Christ, 

    the only-begotten Son of God, 

    begotten of His Father before all worlds, 

    God of God, Light of Light, 

    very God of very God, 

    begotten, not made, 

    being of one substance with the Father, 

    by whom all things were made; 

   who for us men and for our salvation came down 

from heaven 

and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the virgin 

Mary 

    and was made man; 

    and was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate. 

    He suffered and was buried. 

And the third day He rose again according to the 

Scriptures 

       and ascended into heaven 

    and sits at the right hand of the Father. 

And He will come again with glory to judge both the 

living and the dead, 

    whose kingdom will have no end. 

 

And I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

    the Lord and giver of life, 

    who proceeds from the Father and the Son, 

who with the Father and the Son together is 

worshiped and glorified, 

    who spoke by the prophets. 

And I believe in one holy Christian and apostolic 

Church, 

    I acknowledge one Baptism for the remission of sins, 
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    and I look for the resurrection of the dead 

    and the life + of the world to come.  Amen.  
 

HYMN OF THE DAY “O Lord, We Praise Thee” LW 238  

   

SERMON 

 

OFFERING 
 

OFFERTORY HYMN “On My Heart Imprint Your Image” 

LW 100  

 

On my heart imprint Your image, 

Blessed Jesus, King of grace, 

That life’s riches, cares, and pleasures 

Never may Your work erase; 

Let the clear inscription be: 

Jesus, crucified for me, 

Is my life, my hope’s foundation, 

And my glory and salvation! 

 
Text: Thomas Kingo, 1634–1703; tr. Peer O. Strömme, 1856–1932, alt. Public 
domain. 

Tune: DER AM KREUZ, Johann Balthasar König, 1691–1758. Public domain.  
 

PRAYER OF THE CHURCH 

 

THE SERVICE OF HOLY COMMUNION page 144 LW 

 

DISTRIBUTION HYMNS 

 “I Come, O Savior, to Thy Table” LW 242  

  “Draw Near and Take the Body of the Lord” LW 240  

 

STRIPPING OF THE ALTAR 

 

 (Minister and worshipers leave in silence.) 


