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AS WE GATHER: Death stinks. We are reminded that death 

literally stinks in today’s Gospel when Martha objects to 

opening her brother Lazarus’s tomb because there would be 

an odor. Death also “stinks,” however, in another very real 

way. Death “stinks” because our Lord did not intend for us, 

His creation, to die. Yet, since the time of Adam and Eve’s 

first sin, death is a rotten part of living in this fallen world. 

That is why Jesus’ proclamation of Himself as “the 

resurrection and the life” is so important. Death could not 

hold Lazarus. Death could not hold Jesus. Death cannot hold 

you. On the Last Day, Jesus will call you out from the nasty 

grave to enter eternal life.   

 

PRAYER BEFORE WORSHIP: Almighty God, in Your 

gift of Holy Baptism, You have given us the Holy Spirit and 

connected us to Christ. Grant that, as Your new creation, we 

may not live according to the sinful flesh, but in the Spirit, so 

that we may please You and serve our neighbor; through 

Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with 

You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen.   

 

DIVINE SERVICE     

 

HYMN “Let Us Ever Walk with Jesus” LW 381 

 

Pastor: In the name of the Father and the Son and of the 

Holy Spirit. 

mailto:ebenezerlutheran@hotmail.com
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People: Amen.  

 

OPENING SENTENCES Psalm 130:1-2 

 

Pastor: Out of the depths I cry to you, O LORD! 

People: O Lord, hear my voice! 

Pastor: Let Your ears be attentive 

People: to the voice of my pleas for mercy! 

   

CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION 

 

Pastor: If You, O LORD, should mark iniquities, 

People: O Lord, who could stand? 

Pastor: But with You there is forgiveness, 

People: That You may be feared. Psalm 130:3–4 

Pastor: Let us confess our sins to God our Father. 

People: In Your Word You warn, “Those who are in 

the flesh cannot please God” (Romans 8:8). We 

confess that we have lived in the flesh and have 

set our minds and hearts on the things of the 

flesh. In living in the flesh, we have done the 

opposite of what pleases You. We have put 

ourselves and our own sinful desires ahead of 

You. We have become occupied with satisfying 

our wants and have ignored the needs of others. 

For this, forgive us. Renew us so that we may 

not live according to the flesh, but in the Spirit. 

Amen. 

 

Pastor: “You, however, are not in the flesh but in the 

Spirit, if in fact the Spirit of God dwells in you.” 

(Romans 8:9) 

 

Baptized into Christ’s death and resurrection, you 

have the gift of the Holy Spirit, life, and salvation. 

As a called and ordained servant of the Word, I 
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announce the grace of God to all of you, and in the 

stead and by the command of my Lord Jesus 

Christ, I forgive you all your sins in the name of 

the Father and of the + Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

People: Amen. 

 

INTROIT Psalm 116:1–4, 8; antiphon: v.15 

 

Pastor: Precious in the sight of the LORD is the death of 

His saints. 

People: I love the LORD, because He has heard my voice 

and my pleas for mercy. 

Because He inclined His ear to me, therefore I 

will call on Him as long as I live. 

 

Pastor: The snares of death encompassed me; the pangs of 

Sheol laid hold on me; I suffered distress and 

anguish. Then I called on the name of the LORD: 

People: “O LORD, I pray, deliver my soul!” For You 

have delivered my soul from death, my eyes 

from tears, my feet from stumbling. 

 

All: Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the 

Holy Spirit; as it was in the beginning, is now, 

and will be forever. Amen. 

 

Pastor: Precious in the sight of the LORD is the death of 

His saints. 

 

KYRIE 

 

Pastor: O Lord, 

People: have mercy. 

Pastor: O Christ, 

People: have mercy. 
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Pastor: O Lord, 

People: have mercy. 

 

HYMN “On My Heart Imprint Thine Image” LW 100 

 

 On my heart imprint Thine image,           

 Blessed Jesus, King of Grace,           

 That life's riches, cares, and pleasures           

 Have no power You to efface.           

 This the superscription be:           

 Jesus, crucified for me,           

 Is my life, my hope's Foundation,           

 And my Glory and Salvation. 

  

SALUTATION 

 

Pastor: The Lord be with you. 

People: And also with you. 

 

Pastor: Let us pray.  

 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 

 

Pastor: Almighty God, by Your great goodness mercifully 

look upon Your people that we may be governed 

and preserved evermore in body and soul; through 

Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and 

reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now 

and forever. 

People:  Amen. 

  

OLD TESTAMENT READING Ezekiel 37:1–14 

 

Pastor: This is the Word of the Lord. 

People: Thanks be to God. 
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GRADUAL Hebrews 12:2   

 

All: O come, let us fix our eyes on Jesus, the 

founder and perfecter of our faith, who for 

the joy that was set before Him endured the 

cross, despising the shame, and is seated at 

the right hand of the throne of God. 

 

CHOIR “Look on Me with Pity, Lord” 

 

EPISTLE Romans 8:1–11  

 

Pastor: This is the Word of the Lord. 

People: Thanks be to God. 

 

VERSE John 11:25 

 

All: I am the resurrection and the life. Whoever 

believes in Me, though he die, yet shall he live. 
 

HOLY GOSPEL John 11:17–27, 38–53 

 

Pastor: The Holy Gospel according to St. John, the 11
th

 

chapter. 

People: Glory to You, O Lord. 

 

(The Gospel is read.) 

 

Pastor: This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

People: Praise to You, O Christ.  

CREEDAL HYMN “We all Believe in One True God” LW 

213  

 

SERMON 
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OFFERING 

 

OFFERTORY (sung to page 143 of LW) 

 

Create in me a clean heart, O God, and renew a right 

spirit within me,  

Cast me not away from Thy presence; and take not Thy 

Holy Spirit from me.  

Restore unto me the joy of thy salvation; and uphold me 

with Thy free spirit. Amen 

 

THE PRAYERS OF THE CHURCH  

  

THE COMMUNION SERVICE LW page 166 

 

DISTRIBUTION HYMNS 

“I Know My Redeemer Lives” LW 264 

  “O Sacred Head, Now Wounded” LW 113  

 
Creative Worship for the Lutheran Parish, Series A, Part 2. Copyright © 2013 

Concordia Publishing House. All rights reserved. Used by permission. 

 

 

 

OUR MISSION AND MINISTRY 

 

IN OUR PRAYERS:  At this time, we pray for the sick and 

recovering members and friends of our congregation, 

especially, Sharon Helling, who has returned home from the 

hosptial in Arizona; Robin McCoy, who is losing her hearing 

and is undergoing medical tests; David Door, who has 

returned from the hospital Friday after brain surgery; Bob 

Bunge who is home after a hospitalization in Washington, 

Debbie Donatti, Brenda Bailey and Jim Kormeier, as they 

deal with cancer issues. We rejoice with Jim Kreftmeyer as 

he returns to his home in Illinois after successful removal of 
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the cancerous tissue from his prostate and no more cancer 

was found outside this area.   

 

We continue to pray for the many friends and shut-ins of our 

congregation and neighborhood, especially -  Beth Pelster, 

Edna Deppermann, Ardell Wagner, Adeline Keune, 

Hulda Althage, Ed Gardner, Wilbert Helling, and all 

those we remember in our hearts.  We pray they will 

remember the peace Your Son brought to earth, Your 

presence in their times of trial and the eternal joy that awaits 

all who call out to you in faith. 

 

Precious Savior, bring an end to war and violence around the 

world.  Raise up in this nation good and wise leaders, 

especially our President, Vice President, our Governors, 

our Judges, Law Enforcement Personnel, our Armed 

Forces our Fire Fighters, Rescue Workers and all our 

Civil Servants. 

 

We pray for the mission and ministry outreach of Ebenezer 

Lutheran Church as our congregation brings the gospel to 

our community as well as the Missionaries we support, 

especially – Robin McCoy in Thailand and John Strasen 

in Africa.  We also ask God’s blessings on the Rodewald 

family as they prepare to come back to the United States for 

Mike’s new administrative role with Lutheran Bible 

Translators. 

 

++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 

To our members and guests who are here with us today.  We 

are very glad you are here for worship services on this Fifth 

Sunday of Lent.  May the Lord refresh you with peace and 

love during our worship services.  Please join us here again 

at Ebenezer soon!  Please sign the guest register near the 

front entrance with your name, address and Church 

affiliation.  Thank you! 
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Please Note – The Church Officer’s Meeting will be held 

here this coming Thursday at 7:00 PM in preparation of 

the Quarterly Voter’s Meeting which will be held next 

week Monday, April 14
th 

, at 7:30 PM. Please come to 

these important meetings to conduct the business of our 

Church!  Please note that the picnic surveys will be 

discussed and the new sign for the front of the church.  

 

Included is an insert on a marriage policy that our Synod 

has encouraged all our congregations to pass at their 

voters’ assembly.  This will also be brought up and acted 

upon at this voter’s meeting. 

 

A Note of Appreciation – “Thank you to everyone for their 

prayers and concerns after my fall.  I especially am grateful to 

Pastor for his visits and prayers.”    

 Sincerely, Leola Deppermann 

 

Wednesday Lenten Services (10:00 AM and 7:30 PM) will 

be held on April 9
th

.  The theme for this service will be 

“Forgive Us Our Trespasses” Please come as we mediate on 

our Lord’s Prayer during this Lenten Season. 

 

Thank You – “I sincerely appreciate all the prayers and 

concerns of your congregation while I was at Cedarcrest 

recovering from my fall. I appreciate Pastor Zastrow’s visits 

and everything everyone did for us.” 

                                     Sincerely, Mr. & Mrs. Harold Meyer 

 

Easter Egg Hunt – Our annual Easter Egg Hunt will be 

following the 10:00 A.M. service on Easter Sunday.  

Donations of pre-decorated hard boiled eggs or plastic eggs 

would be greatly appreciated.  If you choose to send plastic 

eggs, please avoid chocolate inside the eggs.  If the weather is 

warm, it melts!  Please bring them on Holy Saturday or Easter 
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Sunday morning to the kitchen.  The hunt is open to children 

from birth to age 10 or fourth grade. 

  
Easter Breakfast – This year Thrivent Financial is providing 

$250.00 for us to host an Easter Breakfast.  This allows us to 

share all monetary donations with the mission – “With God’s 

Little Ones”.  “With God’s Little Ones” is a mission that 

provides food, clothing, school supplies, fresh water, and 

cooking stoves for families and children in countries all over 

the world.  Food for the breakfast will be purchased with the 

funds from Thrivent.  Plan to join us for ham, egg casseroles, 

oatmeal, doughnuts, pastries, juice, milk, and coffee from 

7:30 to 9:00 AM Easter morning. 

 

Children’s Relay For Life – The children in the fourth grade 

at Immanuel Lutheran School in Washington are doing a 

breakfast to support the Children’s Relay For Life at Miller’s 

Grill in Washington on April 19
th

.  You may contact Jennifer 

Roewe for tickets (636-390-8705).  There is more information 

on our bulletin board and in the April newsletter. 
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Those Serving Today 

Organist Saturday – Laura Nichols 

Organist Sunday – Ruth Marschel 

Head Usher Saturday – Tracey Bade 

Head Usher Sunday – Marvin Kassebaum 

Choir – “Look On Me With Pity Lord” 

Choir Director – Kathy Scheer 

Acolytes – Andrew Inman and Zach Brunkhorst 

Bell Ringer – Corey Adams 

Altar Guild – Judy Hubenthal and Wanda Gilbert 

 

Offerings and Attendance 

Weekly Contributions   $1,381.00 

Plate                     96.21 

Sunday School                   21.49 

Easter Lilies            80.00 

Recycle Funds                      6.35 

      $1,585.05 

 

Attendance:   Saturday Worship   20 

                        Sunday Worship      73 

 

Lenten Worship    

Lenten Offerings  $  186.00 

Weekly Contributions     120.00 

Sunday School         20.00 

Plate           33.00 

     $  359.00 

 

Attendance:  Morning Worship    10 

                       Evening Worship     25 
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This Week at Ebenezer 

Wednesday -  Lenten Service  10:00 AM & 7:30  

                                   Confirmation 6:30 PM 

                                   Choir  7:00 PM 

Thursday -  Church Officer’s Meeting 7:00 PM 

Saturday -   Worship 5:00 PM 


