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AS WE GATHER: We pray, “Thy kingdom come,” as the 

Second Petition of the Lord’s Prayer. God rules over all 

human and spiritual powers, and yet we too often prefer to 

rule ourselves. That our Lord tells us to ask for God’s 

kingdom to come to us is therefore a legal demand to 

dethrone ourselves. But it is also gracious to be naturalized 

into the Kingdom of God. We certainly deserve neither the 

invitation nor the citizenship! As we hear our Lord speaking 

to us through His Word, we respond, realizing that through 

the Means of Grace His kingdom is indeed coming to us! 

 

HYMN “Come, Thou Precious Ransom, Come” LW 34  

 

INVOCATION 

 

Pastor: In the name of the Father and of the + Son and of 

the Holy Spirit. 

People: Amen. 

 

OPENING SENTENCES Joel 2:13; Matthew 16:24; Isaiah 53:5 
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Pastor: Return to the Lord, your God, for He is gracious 

and merciful, 

People:     slow to anger, and abounding in steadfast love; 

and He relents over  disaster. 

 

Pastor: Jesus told His disciples, “If anyone would come 

after Me, 

People: let him deny himself and take up his cross and 

follow Me. 

 

Pastor: Christ was wounded for our transgressions; 

People: He was crushed for our iniquities. 

  

SALUTATION 

 

Pastor: The Lord be with you. 

People: And also with you. 

 

Pastor: Let us pray. 

 

 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 

 

Pastor: O God, You see that of ourselves we have no 

strength. 

People: By Your mighty power defend us from all 

adversities that may happen to the body and 

from all evil thoughts that may assault and hurt 

the soul; 

Pastor: through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who 

lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one 

God, now and forever. 

People: Amen.  

 

PSALM Psalm 121; antiphon: v.8 
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Pastor: The Lord will keep your going out and your 

coming in from this time forth and forevermore. 

 

Pastor: I lift up my eyes to the hills. 

From where does my help come? 

People: My help comes from the Lord, 

who made heaven and earth. 

 

Pastor: He will not let your foot be moved; 

He who keeps you will not slumber. 

People: Behold, He who keeps Israel 

will neither slumber nor sleep. 

 

Pastor: The Lord is your keeper; 

People: the Lord is your shade on your right hand. 

 

Pastor: The sun shall not strike you by day, 

People: nor the moon by night. 

 

Pastor: The Lord will keep you from all evil; 

People: He will keep your life. 

 

All: The Lord will keep your going out and your 

coming in from this time forth and 

forevermore. 

 

Glory be to the Father and to the Son 

and to the Holy Spirit; 

as it was in the beginning, 

is now, and will be forever. Amen. 

 

HYMN “Lord, Keep Us Steadfast in Your Word”   LW 334  
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OLD TESTAMENT READING Genesis 12:1–9 (God 

promises great blessings through Abram.) 

 

Pastor: This is the Word of the Lord. 

People: Thanks be to God. 

 

CHOIR 

 

EPISTLE Romans 4:1–8 (The promise depends on faith, not 

works.) 

  

Pastor: This is the Word of the Lord. 

People: Thanks be to God. 

  
CATECHISM The Lord’s Prayer: The Second Petition 

 

Pastor: Thy kingdom come. What does this mean? 

People: The kingdom of God certainly comes by itself 

without our prayer, but we pray in this petition 

that it may come to us also. 
 

Pastor: How does God’s kingdom come? 

People: God’s kingdom comes when our heavenly 

Father gives us His Holy Spirit, so that by His 

grace we believe His Holy Word and lead godly 

lives here in time and there in eternity. 

 

HOLY GOSPEL John 3:1–17 (The Son came to save the 

world.) 

 

Pastor: The Holy Gospel according to St. John, the third 

chapter. 

People: Glory to You, O Lord. 

 

(The Gospel is read.) 
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Pastor: This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

People: Praise to You, O Christ. 

  
SERIES HYMN “Our Father, Who from Heaven Above” 

LW 431 

 

Thy kingdom come. Thine let it be 

In time and in eternity. 

Let Thy good Spirit e'er be nigh 

Our hearts with graces to supply. 

Break Satan's power, defeat his rage; 

Preserve Thy Church from age to age.  

 

SERMON 

 

OFFERING  

 

OFFERTORY “Jesus Shall Reign” LW 312  
 

Jesus shall reign where’er the sun 

Does its successive journeys run; 

His kingdom stretch from shore to shore 

Till moons shall wax and wane no more. 

 

Let ev’ry creature rise and bring 

Honors peculiar to our King; 

Angels descend with songs again, 

And earth repeat the loud amen. 
 
Text: Isaac Watts, 1674–1748, alt., Public domain. 

Tune: DUKE STREET, attr. John C. Hatton, d. 1793, Public domain. 

 

LUTHER’S MORNING PRAYER 

 

Pastor: Let us pray. 
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People:     I thank You, my heavenly Father, through 

Jesus Christ, Your dear Son, that You have 

kept me this night from all harm and danger; 

and I pray that You would keep me this day 

also from sin and every evil, that all my doings 

and life may please You. For into Your hands I 

commend myself, my body and soul, and all 

things. Let Your holy angel be with me, that the 

evil foe may have no power over me. Amen. 

  

LUTHER’S EVENING PRAYER 

 

Pastor: Let us pray. 

People:     I thank You, my heavenly Father, through 

Jesus Christ, Your dear Son, that You have 

graciously kept me this day; and I pray that 

You would forgive me all my sins where I have 

done wrong, and graciously keep me this night. 

For into Your hands I commend myself, my 

body and soul, and all things. Let Your holy 

angel be with me, that the evil foe may have no 

power over me. Amen. 

 

 PRAYER OF THE CHURCH 
 

Pastor: Let us pray. 

 

People: Our Father who art in heaven. 
Pastor: We give thanks, heavenly Father, that we may 

with all boldness and confidence ask You as 

dear children ask their dear father. 

 

People: Hallowed be Thy name. 
Pastor: Your name is holy in itself, but we ask You to 

help us to keep it holy in our daily living. Grant 
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that all who bear the name of Christ may bring 

glory to Your name. 

 

People: Thy kingdom come. 
Pastor: Give us Your Holy Spirit, Father, so that we 

may believe Your Holy Word and lead godly 

lives throughout our days. Bless clergy and laity 

alike so that they may reflect Your rule in their 

life and teaching. Extend Your kingdom of 

grace. 

 

People: Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. 
Pastor: Break every evil plan and purpose of the devil, 

the world, and our sinful nature, Lord, and 

move the leaders of nations to bring about the 

justice, peace, and freedom You have in mind 

for their citizens. 

 

People: Give us this day our daily bread. 
Pastor: O God, You give daily bread to everyone 

without our prayers, but we ask especially for 

those near and dear to us in their various needs. 

Bless those who provide food and shelter, those 

who care for the sick and sorrowing, and all 

who protect us at home and abroad. Help us to 

receive with thanksgiving everything that has to 

do with the support and needs of the body. 

 

People: And forgive us our trespasses as we forgive 

those who trespass against us. 
Pastor: Were You to look at our sins, gracious God, 

You would deny our every request, for we sin 

daily. Because You have forgiven us every 

trespass, move us to forgive those who sin 

against us. May justice be tempered with 

compassion in our communities. 
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People: And lead us not into temptation. 
Pastor: Temptations come to us from the devil, the 

world, and our sinful nature, heavenly Father. 

Strengthen us so that we may overcome them 

and win the final victory. Give wisdom to 

parents and teachers so that our youth may see 

clearly the correct decisions to make. 

 

People: But deliver us from evil. 
Pastor: We remember those who have gone before us in 

the faith, O Lord, and pray You to give us a 

blessed end that we may join them and You in 

heaven. 

 

People: For Thine is the kingdom and the power and 

the glory forever and ever. Amen. 
Pastor:      Amen, amen. Yes, yes, it shall be so! 

 

BENEDICTION 

 

Pastor: The LORD bless you and keep you. 

The LORD make His face shine on you and be 

gracious to you. 

The LORD look upon you with favor and + give 

you peace. Numbers 6:24–26 

People: Amen, Amen. Amen. 

 

HYMN/CHOIR  “All Praise to Thee, My God, This Night” 

LW 484 

 

DISMISSAL 

 

Pastor: Go in peace as you serve the Lord. 

People: Thanks be to God.    
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