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AS WE GATHER: The chorus of a popular children’s song 

reads, “Father Abraham had many sons, and many sons had 

father Abraham. I am one of them, and so are you, so let’s 

just praise the Lord!” It’s true; we are children of Abraham 

because of another child of Abraham—Jesus Christ—who 

came into the world as Abraham’s seed. With the coming of 

Jesus, God kept His promise to Abraham found in today’s 

reading from Genesis 12:3, “I will bless those who bless you, 

and him who dishonors you I will curse, and in you all the 

families of the earth shall be blessed.” We thank the Lord for 

this Gospel promise that was fulfilled in Jesus, our Savior. 

 

PRAYER BEFORE WORSHIP: O God, Your Son, Jesus, 

proclaimed that unless one be born again, he cannot see the 

kingdom of God. Grant us joy in knowing that You have 

made us a part of Your family and kingdom through the 

rebirth of Baptism into Jesus’ death and resurrection; through 

Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with 

You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen.  

 

DIVINE SERVICE    

 

ENTRANCE HYMN “The God of Abraham Praise” LW 

450  
 

INVOCATION 
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Pastor: In the name of the Father and of the + Son and of 

the Holy Spirit. 

People: Amen. 

 

OPENING SENTENCES Psalm 121:1–3 

 

Pastor: I lift up my eyes to the hills. 

People: From where does my help come? 

Pastor: My help comes from the Lord, 

People: who made heaven and earth. 

Pastor: He will not let your foot be moved; 

People: He who keeps you will not slumber. 

 

LENTEN LITANY 

 

Pastor: O Lord, 

People: have mercy. 

Pastor: O Christ, 

People: have mercy. 

Pastor: O Lord, 

People: have mercy.   

 

CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION 

 

Pastor: Let us confess our sins to God our Father. 

People: O Lord our God, we have failed to live as 

Your baptized children, citizens of Your 

kingdom. We have not lived lives worthy of 

Your name—the name in which we are 

baptized. We have lived as though we are 

citizens of this sinful world, sinning against 

You in thought, word, and deed. Grant to us, 

Your sons and daughters, repentance and 

forgiveness. For the sake of Your Son, Jesus 

Christ, have mercy on us, so that we may 
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delight in Your will and walk in Your ways 

to the glory of Your holy name. Amen. 

 

Pastor: “For God so loved the world, that He gave His 

only Son, that whoever believes in Him should 

not perish but have eternal life.” John 3:16 

 

Where there is forgiveness of sins, there is also 

life and salvation. Almighty God in His mercy 

has given His Son to die for you and for His 

sake forgives you all your sins. As a called and 

ordained servant of the Word, I announce the 

grace of God to all of you, and in the stead and 

by the command of my Lord Jesus Christ, I 

forgive you all your sins in the name of the 

Father and of the + Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

People: Amen. 

  

INTROIT Psalm 105:4–7; antiphon: v. 8 

 

Pastor: He remembers His covenant forever, 

the word that He commanded, for a thousand 

generations. 

 

People: Seek the LORD and His strength; 

     seek His presence continually! 

 

Pastor: Remember the wondrous works that He has done, 

     His miracles, and the judgments He uttered, 

 

People: O offspring of Abraham, His servant,  

     children of Jacob, His chosen ones! 

 

Pastor: He is the LORD our God; 

     His judgments are in all the earth. 
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People: Glory be to the Father and to the Son  

     and to the Holy Spirit; 

as it was in the beginning,  

     is now, and will be forever. Amen. 

   

SALUTATION 

 

Pastor: The Lord be with you. 

People: And also with you. 

 

Pastor: Let us pray. 

 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 

 

Pastor: O God, You see that by ourselves we have no 

strength. By Your mighty power, defend us 

from all adversities that attack the body and 

from all evil thoughts that assault and hurt the 

soul; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, 

who lives and reigns with You and the Holy 

Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

People: Amen. 

  

OLD TESTAMENT READING Genesis 12:1–9 

 

Pastor: This is the Word of the Lord. 

People: Thanks be to God.  
 

GRADUAL Hebrews 12:2   

 

People: O come, let us fix our eyes on Jesus, the 

founder and perfecter of our faith, who for 

the joy that was set before Him endured the 
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cross, despising the shame, and is seated at 

the right hand of the throne of God.  

 

CHOIR “Father Welcomes” 

 

EPISTLE Romans 4:1–8, 13–17 

 

Pastor: This is the Word of the Lord. 

People: Thanks be to God.  

 

VERSE John 3:16 

 

People: For God so loved the world, that He gave His 

only Son, that whoever believes in Him 

should not perish but have eternal life. 

 

HOLY GOSPEL John 3:1–17 

 

Pastor: The Holy Gospel according to St. John, the 3rd 

chapter. 

People: Glory to You, O Lord. 

 

(The Gospel is read.) 

 

Pastor: This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

People: Praise to You, O Christ. 

  

CREED Nicene Creed   

  

All: I believe in one God, 

    the Father Almighty, 

    maker of heaven and earth 

       and of all things visible and invisible. 

 

And in one Lord Jesus Christ, 
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    the only-begotten Son of God, 

    begotten of His Father before all worlds, 

    God of God, Light of Light, 

    very God of very God, 

    begotten, not made, 

    being of one substance with the Father, 

    by whom all things were made; 

who for us men and for our salvation came down 

from heaven 

and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the virgin 

Mary 

    and was made man; 

    and was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate. 

    He suffered and was buried. 

And the third day He rose again according to the 

Scriptures 

       and ascended into heaven 

    and sits at the right hand of the Father. 

And He will come again with glory to judge both the 

living and the dead, 

    whose kingdom will have no end. 

 

And I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

    the Lord and giver of life, 

    who proceeds from the Father and the Son, 

who with the Father and the Son together is 

worshiped and glorified, 

    who spoke by the prophets. 

And I believe in one holy Christian and apostolic 

Church, 

    I acknowledge one Baptism for the remission of sins, 

    and I look for the resurrection of the dead 

    and the life + of the world to come.  Amen. 
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HYMN OF THE DAY “God Loved the World So That He 

Gave” LW 352  

 

SERMON  
 

OFFERING  

 

OFFERTORY HYMN “Praise God, from Whom All 

Blessings Flow” LW 461  

 

PRAYER OF THE CHURCH  

 

THE SERVICE OF HOLY COMMUNION page 144   

 

DISTRIBUTION HYMNS 

“Salvation unto Us Has Come” LW 355  

  “Soul, Adorn Yourself with Gladness LW 239  

“Let All Flesh Keep Silence” LW 241  
 

OUR MISSION AND MINISTRY 

 

IN OUR PRAYERS:  Funeral Services were held Monday, 

March 10, for Leona Huxel.  We remember her husband, 

Ray, Keith, Steve and Annette and family, and her brother 

Wilbert Baumann for comfort in the promises of our Savior 

as they mourn the loss of Leona. 

 

At this time we pray for the sick ad recovering members and 

friends of our congregation, especially – Phil Hubenthal, 

who is recovering at home from back surgery;  Harold 

Meyer, who is recovering from a fall, at Cedarcrest in 

Washington; Marion Meyer, who was hospitalized this past 

week and has returned home and doing fine;  Bill Wise, 

Denise  Walkenhorst’s dad who is home from the hospital 

and is improving; Ozzie Walkenhorst, who is recovering at 

New Haven Care Center from a fall last week;  Beth Pelster, 
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who was  hospitalized in Sullivan this past week; Paul 

Creek, Jim Kormeier, Brenda Bailey, David Door, Debbie 
Donatti and Jim Kreftmeyer, as they continue to have more 

tests and treatments for cancer.  According to Your gracious 

will grant us all that we need to sustain us in the day of 

sickness and trouble. 

 

We give thanks to our Lord for Albert Bade, who has 

received a very good report that there is no sign of his cancer 

after his treatments.  

 

We continue to pray for the many friends and shut-ins of our 

congregation and neighborhood, especially Adeline Keune, 

Hulda Althage, Ed Gardner, Ardell Wagner, Edna 

Deppermann and all those we remember in our hearts.  
We pray that they will remember the peace Your Son brought 

to earth, Your accompanying presence during their times of 

trial, the eternal joy that awaits all who call out to You in 

faith. 

 

We pray for the mission and ministry outreach of Ebenezer 

Lutheran Church as our congregation brings the gospel to 

our community as well as the missionaries we support, Robin 

McCoy in Thailand and John Strassen in Africa. 

 

Precious Savior, bring an end to war and violence around the 

world.  Raise up in this nation good and wise leaders, 

especially our President, Vice President, our Governors, 

our Judges, Law Enforcement Personnel, our Armed 

Forces who protect us here and around the world, our 

Fire Fighters, Rescue Workers and all our Civil Servants.  

Grant that they will pursue justice, preserve freedom, and 

protect the weak and unborn. 

  

To our members and guests who are here with us today.  We 

are very glad you are here for worship services on this 
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Second Sunday in Lent.  May the Lord refresh you with 

peace and love during our worship services.  Please join us 

here at Ebenezer again soon!  Please sign the guest register 

near the front entrance with your name, address and 

Church affiliation.  Thank you! 

 

The flowers on our altar today were given by Mrs. Gail 

Meyer in loving memory of her husband, Robert, who 

passed away in 2003. 

 

A Note of Appreciation – Phil Hubenthal would like to 

thank everyone for the concern and prayers for him after his 

back surgery.  He especially appreciated Pastor’s visits and 

prayers for him.   

 

Church Picnic Insert – Please note the insert in our bulletin 

today.  At the last Voter’s Meeting it was decided to do a 

survey for our Church Picnic.  We would appreciate your 

input regarding the Picnic.  Please feel free to fill out the 

questionnaire and put it in the collection plate this Sunday or 

next Sunday.  If you need more time to think about the 

questions that are asked, please take it home to fill out and 

return it next Sunday.  Thank you!!! 

 

Thank you to all who came to enjoy chili and soup with us 

on last Sunday and to those who helped by cleaning up and 

by bringing some delicious desserts and other dishes.  We 

collected $164 which was given to Kathy Scheer to be added 

to the funds raised by the American Cancer Society dinner on 

March 23.  Thanks again! 

 

The Annual Baked Ham and Pulled Pork Dinner will be 

held next Sunday, March 23
rd

 in our dining hall from 

11:30 – 1:00 PM benefitting the American Cancer Society.  

A free will offering will be collected and checks may be 

written to the American Cancer Society.  The work of the 
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American Cancer Society is saving lives and helping 

people stay well and get well.  Cancer has touched so 

many lives and you can help in finding a cure so join us in 

helping find better treatments and provide funding for 

research to help our friends and their families. 

 

Wednesday Lenten Services (10:00 AM and 7:30 PM)  will 

be held on March 19.  The theme will be “Thy Will Be 

Done.” Please come as we meditate on our “Lord’s Prayer” 

during Lent.   

 

Saturday worship services are now at 5:00 PM.  They will 

continue to be at 5:00 until November 1, when daylight 

savings time ends. 

 

Mission Society Request – We would welcome any 

donations of woven cotton fabrics for the rice warming bags 

that we will make for the labor and delivery floor at Mercy 

Hospital.  We will be meeting again on March 31
st
 to make 

more bags.  If you have fabric that needs to be picked up, 

please call Barb Kassebaum.  Thank you! 

 

Those Serving Today 

Organist Saturday – Laura Nichols 

Organist Sunday – Ruth Marschel 

Head Usher Saturday – Tracey Bade 

Head Usher Sunday – Wilbert Baumann 

Choir – “Father Welcomes” 

Choir Director – Kathy Scheer 

Acolytes – Kennedy Siefken and Andrew Inman 

Bell Ringer – Jeff Hohlt 

Altar Guild – Barb Gilbert and Mary Adams 
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Offerings and Attendance 

 

Weekly Contributions -   $1,646.00 

Plate -                   50.75 

Sunday School -          28.75 

Ash Wednesday Contribution -        2.00 

      $1,727.50 

 

Attendance:  Saturday Worship   23 

                       Sunday Worship      78 

 

Sunday School:  Children    9 

                             Adults      23 

 

Wednesday Lenten Worship: 

Lenten Contributions $296.00 

Weekly Contributions   185.00 

Plate                 7.00 

      $488.00 

Attendance:   

Morning Worship  11 

Evening Worship   28  
 

This Week At Ebenezer 

 

Tuesday       Evangelism Committee  7:00 PM 

Wednesday Lenten Service Worship 10:00 AM and 

7:30 PM 

               Confirmation 6:30 PM 

      Choir 7:00 PM 

Saturday   Worship 5:00 PM 
 

 


