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AS WE GATHER: From Old Testament history to the 

present, ashes have been a sign of contrition. Although some 

might call them Roman Catholic, ashes are an ancient symbol 

in the Bible. Sackcloth and ashes were not only a sign of 

sorrow over sin but also a mark of faith looking for 

forgiveness from God. Ashes are not sacramental. They are 

not essential. Ashes are offered for those who find them a 

meaningful expression–of their sin, of their personal 

responsibility for their sin, of the hurtful effects of sin, and of 

their faith in God’s grace and forgiveness. 

 

The mood of this service is somber as we reflect upon the 

quality of our faith and life. We consider discipline–the 

discipline of faith and living as a child of God as well as the 

special discipline of our Lenten season. We keep the focus on 

redemption, on the gift of God in our Baptism, and in the 

renewal of our faith and lives. 

 

PRAYER BEFORE WORSHIP: Heavenly Father, in Your 

grace You have revealed Yourself to us not as a god justly 

aloof and estranged, but as our dear Father, willing to listen to 

our every request. Grant that we may rely on You for all that 

we need, bringing our inmost thoughts to You as children 
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going to their dear Father and trusting that You will receive 

them for the sake of Jesus, our elder Brother; through the 

same Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns 

with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

Amen. 

  

DIVINE SERVICE 

 

HYMN “Alas, My God, My Sins Are Great” LW 232 

 

INVOCATION 

 

Pastor: In the name of the Father and of the + Son and of 

the Holy Spirit. 

People: Amen. 

 

OPENING SENTENCES Joel 2:13; Matthew 16:24; Isaiah 53:5 

 

Pastor: Return to the Lord, your God, for He is gracious 

and merciful, 

People:     slow to anger, and abounding in steadfast love; 

and He relents over disaster. 

 

Pastor: Jesus told His disciples, “If anyone would come 

after Me, 

People: let him deny himself and take up his cross and 

follow Me. 

 

Pastor: Christ was wounded for our transgressions; 

People: He was crushed for our iniquities. 

 

Pastor: Brothers and sisters: In the early years of the 

Christian Church the season of Lent was set aside 

as a time of instruction before converts would be 

received by Holy Baptism, as well as a period in 

which all the faithful might prepare for the 
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observance of our Lord’s passion and resurrection 

by focusing on penitence and forgiveness. Sin 

separates us from one another and from our 

heavenly Father. But by His great grace and mercy 

He has promised life and salvation to all who trust 

in His Son’s sacrifice for us. I invite you, 

therefore, to commit yourselves to self-

examination, contrition, and confession today and 

throughout this holy season. 

 

CONFESSION 

 

Pastor: Let us then go to our heavenly Father as His dear 

children. 

 

Silence for reflection on God’s Word and for self-

examination. 

 

Pastor: Our dear heavenly Father, 

People: we confess to You and to one another, and to 

the whole communion of saints in heaven and 

on earth, that we have sinned by our own fault, 

by our own most grievous fault, in thought, 

word, and deed, by what we have done, and by 

what we have left undone. We have not loved 

You with our whole heart, mind, and strength. 

We have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. 

 

Pastor: Our failure to come to You as Your dear children 

in all honesty and openness, 

People: we confess to You, heavenly Father. 

 

Pastor: Our failure to keep Your name holy among us, to 

let Your kingdom come among us and to let Your 

will be done among us, 

People: we confess to You, heavenly Father. 



 

5 

 

Pastor: Our failure to see all that we have to support this 

body and life as daily gifts from You, 

People: we confess to You, heavenly Father. 

 

Pastor: Our failure to pass on Your full and free 

forgiveness to those who have wronged us, 

People: we confess to You, heavenly Father. 

 

Pastor: Our failure to ask Your guidance amid temptation 

and to trust in You for deliverance from every evil, 

People: we confess to You, heavenly Father. 

 

Pastor: Because Yours is the kingdom, power, and glory, 

People: forgive us, renew us, and lead us that we may 

walk in Your ways to the glory of Your holy 

name. Amen.  

 

IMPOSITION OF ASHES 

 

Pastor: Almighty God, You have created us out of the dust 

of the earth. Grant that these ashes may be to us a 

sign of our mortality and penitence, that we may 

remember that it is only by Your gracious gift that 

we are given everlasting life; through Jesus Christ 

our Savior. 

People: Amen. (Book of Common Prayer, 1979) 

 

Those who desire to receive ashes come forward. As the 

pastor applies ashes, the following is said: 

 

Pastor: Remember that you are dust, and to dust you shall 

return. 

Response: Amen. 
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During the imposition: Choir will sing “Savior in the Dust to 

Thee” 

 

After all have returned to their seats: 

 

ABSOLUTION  
 

Pastor: Almighty God, the Father of our Lord Jesus 

Christ, does not desire the death of sinners, but 

rather that they may turn from their wickedness 

and live. As a called and ordained servant of 

Christ, and by His authority, I therefore forgive 

you all your sins in the name of the Father and of 

the + Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

People: Amen. 

 

+ WORD + 

 

SALUTATION 

 

Pastor: The Lord be with you. 

People: And also with you. 

 

Pastor: Let us pray. 

 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 

 

Pastor: Almighty and everlasting God, You despise 

nothing You have made and forgive the sins of all 

who are penitent. Create in us new and contrite 

hearts that lamenting our sins and acknowledging 

our wretchedness we may receive from You full 

pardon and forgiveness; through Jesus Christ, 

Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with 
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You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and 

forever.  

People: Amen. 

 

OLD TESTAMENT READING Joel 2:12–19 (Return to 

the Lord your God, for He is gracious and 
compassionate.) 
 

Pastor: This is the Word of the Lord. 

People: Thanks be to God. 

 

 PSALM Psalm 51:1–13; antiphon: v.17 

 

Pastor: The sacrifices of God are a broken spirit; 

People: a broken and contrite heart, O God, You will 

not despise. 

 

Pastor: Have mercy on me, O God, according to Your 

steadfast love; 

People: according to Your abundant mercy blot out my 

transgressions. 

 

Pastor: Wash me thoroughly from my iniquity, 

People: and cleanse me from my sin! 

 

Pastor: For I know my transgressions, 

People: and my sin is ever before me. 

 

Pastor: Against You, You only, have I sinned 

and done what is evil in your sight, 

People: so that You may be justified in Your words 

and blameless in Your judgment. 

 

Pastor: Behold, I was brought forth in iniquity, 

People: and in sin did my mother conceive me. 
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Pastor: Behold, You delight in truth in the inward being, 

People: and You teach me wisdom in the secret heart. 

 

Pastor: Purge me with hyssop, and I shall be clean; 

People: wash me, and I shall be whiter than snow. 

 

Pastor: Let me hear joy and gladness; 

People: let the bones that You have broken rejoice. 

 

Pastor: Hide Your face from my sins, 

People: and blot out all my iniquities. 

 

Pastor: Create in me a clean heart, O God, 

People: and renew a right spirit within me. 

 

Pastor: Cast me not away from Your presence, 

People: and take not Your Holy Spirit from me. 

 

Pastor: Restore to me the joy of Your salvation, 

People: and uphold me with a willing spirit. 

 

Pastor: Then I will teach transgressors Your ways, 

People: and sinners will return to You. 

 

All:           Glory be to the Father and to the Son 

and to the Holy Spirit; 

as it was in the beginning, 

is now, and will be forever. Amen. 

 

Pastor: The sacrifices of God are a broken spirit; 

People: a broken and contrite heart, O God, You will 

not despise. 
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EPISTLE 2 Corinthians 5:20b–6:10 (Now is the time for 

reconciliation.) 

 

Pastor: This is the Word of the Lord. 

People: Thanks be to God. 

 

CATECHISM The Lord’s Prayer: The Introduction 

 

Pastor: Our Father who art in heaven. What does this 

mean? 

People: With these words God tenderly invites us to 

believe that He is our true Father and that we 

are His true children, so that with all boldness 

and confidence we may ask Him as dear 

children ask their dear father. 

 

HOLY GOSPEL Matthew 6:1–6, 16–21 (Practicing piety is 

for God’s eyes alone.) 

 

Pastor: The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the 

sixth chapter. 

People: Glory to You, O Lord. 

 

(The Gospel is read.) 

 

Pastor: This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

People: Praise to You, O Christ. 

 

THE NICENE CREED 

 

All: I believe in one God, 

    the Father Almighty, 

    maker of heaven and earth 

       and of all things visible and invisible. 
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And in one Lord Jesus Christ, 

    the only-begotten Son of God, 

    begotten of His Father before all worlds, 

    God of God, Light of Light, 

    very God of very God, 

    begotten, not made, 

    being of one substance with the Father, 

    by whom all things were made; 

who for us men and for our salvation came down from 

heaven 

    and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the virgin Mary 

    and was made man; 

    and was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate. 

    He suffered and was buried. 

And the third day He rose again according to the 

Scriptures 

       and ascended into heaven 

    and sits at the right hand of the Father. 

And He will come again with glory to judge both the 

living and the dead, 

    whose kingdom will have no end. 

 

And I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

    the Lord and giver of life, 

    who proceeds from the Father and the Son, 

who with the Father and the Son together is worshiped 

and glorified, 

    who spoke by the prophets. 

And I believe in one holy Christian and apostolic 

Church, 

    I acknowledge one Baptism for the remission of sins, 

    and I look for the resurrection of the dead 

    and the life + of the world to come.  Amen.  
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HYMN “Our Father, Who from Heaven Above” LW 431 

 

Our Father, Thou in heaven above, 

Who biddest us to dwell in love, 

As brethren of one family, 

To cry in every need to Thee, 

Teach us no thoughtless word to say, 

But from our inmost heart to pray. 

 

OFFERING 

 

 

OFFERTORY HYMN “Feed Thy Children, God Most 

Holy” LW 468  

 
Feed Thy children, God most holy, 

Comfort sinners poor and lowly; 

O Thou Bread of Life from heaven, 

Bless the food Thou here hast given! 

As these gifts the body nourish, 

May our souls in graces flourish 

Till with saints in heavenly splendor 

At Thy feast due thanks we render. 

 

PRAYERS 

 

THE SERVICE OF HOLY COMMUNION LW page 144 

 

Communion Hymns: 

 “Jesus, Thy Blood and Righteousness” LW 362  

“Your Table I Approach” LW 249 
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