
 

 

February 

Newsletter 2014  

 

 

 
 

“For God so loved the world that He gave His one and 

only Son that whosoever believeth in Him should not 

parish but have eternal life. John 3:16”  

 

Ebenezer Lutheran Church – Port Hudson 

The Lutheran Church – Missouri Synod 

9100 Highway YY Leslie, Missouri 

Parsonage 573-459-6432              Church 573-459-6431 

Rev. William F. Zastrow, Pastor  

Mary Sprick, Secretary 

ebenezerlutheran@hotmail.com 

ebenezerlutheranchurch.wordpress.com 

mailto:ebenezerlutheran@hotmail.com


 

2 

 

From the Pastor’s Desk: 

 

God’s Love in the Midst of Our Groaning Aching Hearts 
 

Let (all creation) praise the name of the Lord, for his name 

alone is exalted; his splendor is above the earth and the 

heavens. He has raised up for his people a horn, the praise of 

all his saints, of Israel, the people close to his heart. Praise 

the Lord. – Psalm 148:13-14 

 

Do you hear creation groaning? If you don’t hear it, do you at 

least see its pain? The cry of marine life is obvious when you 

see the damage of an oil spill. The cry for rain is loud and 

clear when you see ground-cracking drought. The cry of 

extinction is somber when you see plant and animal life die 

out. 

 

Then there is our groaning. We gasp in the oncologist’s office 

when he uses the “C” word. We gulp when we hear another 

act of senseless violence. We grieve over death, especially of 

those who die too young and too soon. But it’s worse than 

that. There is the lament over our sin that cries out with guilt 

and shame. 

 

“O Lord, save us,” we cry. And that cry does not land on deaf 

ears. “For ‘everyone who calls on the name of the Lord will 

be saved’” (Romans 10:13). This name is “the horn” the Lord 

has raised up for his people as it is referred to in Psalm 148. It 

is “the strength” that comes from Jesus Christ alone. 

 

A. It is the Name that wrapped himself in flesh and blood 

and overcame all the world’s groaning with his 

righteousness. 

B. It is the Name that gave himself on a cross in exchange 

for the guilty. 
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C. It is the Name that claimed victory because death 

could not hold him down. 

D. It is the Name that changed our status from condemned 

to forgiven. 

E. It is the Name that promises a better life than this 

world could ever offer. 

F. It is the Name that lives in us by the waters of 

Baptism. 

G. It is the Name that gives to us the blessings of the 

cross in the Lord’s Supper. 

 

It is the Name that alone is exalted, above the earth and the 

heavens, because “there is no other name under heaven given 

to men by which we must be saved” (Acts 4:12). 

 

Prayer: 

 

And all creation says, “Praise the name of the Lord.”  

Hallelujah!  Amen.  

 

 

All About Angels 

 

All About Angels is a 4 session study that offers a clear, 

informative look at the biblical teachings about these servants 

and messengers of God, with an emphasis on how His grace 

and providence are demonstrated through these beings. What 

do angels look like? How do they protect us? What sort of 

"super-powers" do they possess? What happens when they 

fall? Well suited for youth, young adults, and adult Bible 

study participants, this study helps shed a clear light on an 

important part of God's creation—which many are trying to 

remold in their own image.  

Bible classes will continue on Thursday, February 6, and 

February 13 at 10:00 AM and again at 7:00 PM. 
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Church’s Snow Policy for Services (From the Elder’s 

Meeting) – Church services here at Ebenezer will not be 

canceled for poor weather conditions.  Pastor will have 

worship for those who will come.  People should use extreme 

caution when coming to Church when the roads are bad and 

not come when they feel that it is not safe for them to be out. 

 

Highlights of the Quarterly Voter’s Meeting 

The Quarterly Voter’s Meeting was called to order by 

Chairman, Paul Brune with 15 members present.  The 

invocation was given by Pastor Zastrow.  The reading of the 

previous meeting minutes were approved and accepted.  

Pastor reported that a large number of marriages, and 

baptisms were held in the preceeding quarter.  Pastor will be 

holding a new Bible study class beginning January 23
rd

 and 

lasting for 4 weeks.  It is “All About Angels”.  A tentative 

schedule for the Church picnic will be held the 2
nd

 Sunday in 

June.  Your input will be requested by a form distributed after 

Church in the coming weeks.  Please provide your e-mail 

address to Mary Sprick and Roland Walkenhorst.  This will 

ensure timely Church news and updates and other matters.  

Beginning now you will receive a statement via e-mail for 

each monetary gift made to the Church.  This will save 

Church funds and postage.  Thank you.   

Pastor’s retirement matching fund will no longer be matched 

after July 1, 2014.  It was voted that the Church will match 

these funds after July 2014.  The amount is $37.50 per month 

and was approved by a vote of the people present. 

A motion was made to renew the contract for fertilization of 

the cemetery and Church grounds with the addition of areas 

adjacent to the Church and parsonage.  The voters authorized 

the Trustees to spend up to $2,000 for this service. 

The voters elected a new slate of Church officers for 2014. 
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Board of Elders – Tom Anderson 

President – Bryan Adams 

Vice President – Paul Brune 

Secretary – Harvey Quinn 

Treasurer – Wilbert Baumann 

Board of Trustees – Don Warren 

Board of Education – Karen Sprick 

Stewardship Committee – Donald Hoemann 

Evangelism Committee – Judy Hubenthal 

Installation will be held January 26, 2014. 

The Voters appointed a committee to make a 

recommendation for a new Church sign. 

Respectively submitted, Harvey Quinn, Secretary 

 

News About One of Ebenezer’s Members 

Ebenezer Church family to attend Legacy Retreat. – On 

February 1, 2014, one local family will travel to Orlando, 

Florida for a unique experience.  Owensville residents, 

Deborah and James Donatti and their three young children 

will be participating in a Legacy Retreat at Disney World.  

“Having this chance to have others hold our hands, and guide 

us back to a place of connectedness and hope, is going to be 

such an amazing blessing.  The news could not have come at 

at a better time,” stated Deborah, who is battling breast 

cancer.  She added, “This opportunity is such a welcome 

relief from the worry and stress that has accumulated over 

these past several months!  There are not words to thank 

Inheritance of Hope enough.”  The Legacy Retreat is funded 

by Inheritance of Hope, a 501©3 nonprofit charity devoted to 

inspiring hope in young families facing the loss of a parent.  

The organization was founded by Kristen and Deric Milligan 

following Kristen’s diagnosis with a rare terminal liver cancer 

at the age of 30. 

Sadly, Kristen lost her courageous bout with cancer in 2012, 

but her passion remains as the organization continues to 
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provide opportunities for families to learn about shaping their 

legacy and offers tools to help each member of the family 

successfully navigate a difficult period in their lives.  “Our 

goal is to provide families with an experience that they will 

remember forever,” said Deric Milligan, Executive Director 

of Inheritance of Hope.  “Seeing the direct impact of 

Inheritance of Hope on me and my children in the wake of 

losing Kirsten has been very affirming.  I can clearly see the 

importance of the work we’re doing on a daily basis and it 

reinforces our belief that ‘Every Family Deserves a Legacy’” 

added Milligan. 

The Donatti family is one of nearly 200 families from 36 

states that have participated in a Legacy Retreat, an all-

expenses paid experience to help families create memories 

and build a community of support.  To learn more about 

Inheritances of Hope’s programs or to make a tax-deductible 

donation that will positively impact the Donatti’s Legacy 

Retreat experience, please visit www.InheritanceofHope.org 

or call 914-213-8435. 

 

Thrivent Financial News 

On February 23
rd

 we will have a chili and soup dinner here at 

Ebenezer.  A free will offering will be taken.  The Leslie 

Food Pantry will receive the proceeds. 

The amount of Thrivent Choice Dollars to Ebenezer for 2013 

was $9,383.00.  Thank you for directing your dollars to 

Ebenezer.  The dollars you have at this time need to be 

directed by March 31
st
 so they are not lost. That can be done 

by internet or by phone.  To direct Choice Dollars simply:  

Go to Thrivent.com/thriventchoice or call 800-THRIVENT 

(800-847-4836) and say “Thrivent Choice”. 

Thrivent Action Teams – Are you a Thrivent member?  Yes.  

Then, you’re invited to try a new benefit of your membership:  

Thrivent Action Teams.  Sign up to lead a team and you can 

bring friends and family together to make an immediate 

impact to help others be wise with money and live 

http://www.inheritanceofhope.org/
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generously.  Helping our members live more secure and 

generous lives is at the heart of what we do.   When more 

members take action in their communities – more families 

and more communities thrive.   

Project Ideas – Host a workshop for families sending kids to 

college, clean up a park, organize a food-drive or host a 

fundraiser for someone in need.  Visit the Member Stories 

page for more ideas.  It’s easy to get started.  Once you have a 

project idea, simply complete this online application.  We ask 

that you submit only one application per project.  Once 

approved, you’ll receive a confirmation email.  Then the fun 

begins.  Watch your mail for the Thrivent Action Kit.  The kit 

has items you will find helpful in planning an event, including 

Thrivent Financial T-shirts, a banner to bring visibility of the 

event within your community, thank you cards to show 

appreciation for your volunteers and more. 

 

Recycle Update  Our recycle for missionaries project has 

added $70.00 from the sale of walnuts and $38.15 for recycle 

aluminum.  This brings our grand total for recycle aluminum 

to $4,345.35, the grand total for walnuts to $732.55, and the 

grand total for all recycle to $8,337.11.  Sincere thanks to all 

that provide aluminum to recycle and those that purchased the 

walnuts.  Your support is greatly appreciated.  Please 

remember not to place cardboard or plastic in the paper 

dumpster. 

 

Immanuel Lutheran School Rosebud, Mo will host a  

Trivia Night on February 8, 2014 from 6:30 to 9:00PM. 

Admission is $10 per person or $80 for a table of  

10.  Funds raised from table admission will be matched by 

Thrivent Financial for Lutherans and will go to the Immanuel 

Lutheran School Scholarship Fund.  More information can be 

found on our bulletin board near the Church entrance or call 

(573) 764-3495.  
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Acolyte Schedule for February, 2014 

 

February 2 

Kennedy Siefken        Bell Ringer 

Andrew Inman            Paul Kassebaum 

 

February 9 

Zach Brunkhorst        Corey Adams 

Katelyn Bopp 

 

February 16 

Kennedy Siefken        Jeff Hohlt 

Andrew Inman 

 

February 23 

Zach Brunkhorst         Paul Kassebaum 

Katelyn Bopp 

 

Usher Schedule for February, 2014 

1:  Donald Hoemann 

2:  Andrew Kassebaum 

3:  Lawrence Pelster 

4:  Tom Anderson 

5:  Elmer Kellmann 

Alternate:  Paul Brune 

Head Usher:  Lee Kassebaum 

 

Altar Guild for February, 2014 

Nancy Quinn and Mary Sprick 

 

 

 

 

 



 

9 

 

February Birthdays 

 

Gilbert Brune                   2-7  

Dorothy Kasmann            2-7 

Samuel Levi Angeles       2-7 

Mary Beth Zastrow          2-12 

Hugo Nething                  2-14 

Donna Kirschenmann      2-15 

Zachary David Door       2-16 

Pat Kappelmann             2-16 

Katelyn Bopp                  2-17 

Shirley Shearman           2-17 

Jennifer Kasmann          2-18 

Elena Roewe                 2-19 

Art Hohlt                       2-19 

Aaron Wesche                2-20 

Alex Jacob Ward            2-20 

Katelyn Sue Lefmann    2-20 

Janet Redhage                2-22 

Bridget Brune               2-23 

Ava Monzyk                  2-23 

Wilbert Helling             2-24 

Sharon Helling              2-24 

Cody Adams                 2-27 

Don Kappelmann          2-27 

Christopher Helling      2-28 

Ruby Bunge                  2-29 

Claire Scheer                2-29 

 

February Anniversaries 

 

Alan and Julie Hilkerbaumer 2-18 

Brian and Jennifer Kasmann 2-24 
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If  your birthday or anniversary was not listed or listed incorrectly, please let Mary 

Sprick know.  Thank you! 

 

 

2014 Missouri District  

Spring Junior High Retreat 

The Missouri District Spring Junior High Retreat will be held 

March 28 – 30, 2014 at Camp Windermere which is located nine 

miles west of Camdenton, Missouri.  The theme this year is “Love 

is the Word”  and is based on the Ten Commandments, focused on 

Galatians 5:14 

Please see the flyers on the table near the Church entrance or 

the flyer on the bulletin board.  The purpose of the twice-a-

year Junior High Gathering is to provide an opportunity for 

Lutheran youth to gather, worship, serve and grow together, 

and to support congregations in their youth and confirmation 

ministries. 

 

 

Monthly Treasurer’s Summary 
December 2013 

 

Beginning checking balance $13,901.61 

Receipts $26,745.62 

Disbursements $13,141.32 

Ending checking balance $27,505.91 

  

LCEF savings balance $44,834.55 

Thrivent FPDA balance $19,244.20 

  

Pledged to Missouri District for year $4,800.00 

Paid to Missouri District this year-to-date $4,800.00 

  

Year-to-date income less expenses -$9,199.43 

 



  

February 2014 
Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

 

S M T W T F S

1 2 3 4

5 6 7 8 9 10 11

12 13 14 15 16 17 18

19 20 21 22 23 24 25

26 27 28 29 30 31

January

 

S M T W T F S

1

2 3 4 5 6 7 8

9 10 11 12 13 14 15

16 17 18 19 20 21 22

23 24 25 26 27 28 29

30 31

March

 

  
 

 1 
 

 
Worship with Holy 
Communion 3:00 PM 

  

 

2 
4

th
 Sunday after the Epiphany 

Sunday School 9:00 AM 
Worship with Holy 
Communion 10:00 AM 
 

 

3 4 

 
 

Elder’s Meeting 7:00 
PM 

5 
 

Confirmation 6:30 PM 
 
Choir Practice 7:00 
PM 

6 

  
Bible Study 10:00 AM 
& 7:00 PM 

7 8 
 

Worship 3:00 PM 

 
 

 
 
5

th
 Sunday after the 

Epiphany (Green) 
 
Sunday School 9:00 AM 
Worship 10:00 AM 

10 
 

11 
 

12 
 

Confirmation 6:30 PM 
 
 

 
Lincoln’s Birthday  

13 
 

Bible Study 10:00 AM 
& 7:00 PM 

 
 

14 
 
 
 
 
 

Valentine’s Day 

15 
 
 

Worship with Holy 
Communion 3:00 PM 
 

16 
6

th
 Sunday after the Epiphany 

(Green) 
 

Sunday School 9:00 AM 
Worship with Holy 
Communion 10:00 AM 

 

 

17 

 
Mission Society 7:30 
PM 

 
 
 

Washington’s Birthday 
President’s Day  

18 

 

19 
 
 

Confirmation 6:30 PM 
 
Choir Practice  7:00 
PM 

20 21 22 
 
 

Worship 3:00 PM 

23 
7

th
 Sunday after the Epiphany 

(Green) 
Sunday School 9:00 AM 
Worship  10:00 AM 
Thrivent chili/soup dinner 

 

24 

 
25 26 

 
Confirmation 6:30 PM 

 
 

27 28  

 


