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AS WE GATHER: Today, we hear this powerful promise: 

“You shall be holy, for I the LORD your God am holy” 

(Leviticus 19:2). Notice that it is a promise: “you shall be 

holy.” As we gather together in late February, many of us do 

not feel particularly holy, especially when we  

 combine the words of Leviticus with the words of Jesus from 

the Sermon on the Mount: “You therefore must be perfect, as 

your heavenly Father is perfect” (Matthew 5:48). We 

acknowledge how far we are from perfection, how far from 

holiness, week after week in the confession of sins. Yet the 

promise remains, and it is a sure and certain promise, because 

Jesus fulfilled it and brings it to fruition in our lives. By His 

sacrificial death and glorious resurrection, He demonstrated 

perfect holiness, the benefits of which He bestows on us in 

Holy Baptism. While the struggle against sin continues, the 

promise remains and empowers us to bear the fruit of Christ’s 

holiness in the ways we care for one another and our 

neighbors. 

 

PRAYER BEFORE WORSHIP: Most holy and gracious 

Father, who in great love for us sent our Lord Jesus Christ 

into the world, holy and blameless, to take upon Himself our 

wretchedness, make us holy as You are holy; through Jesus 

Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You 

and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

 Amen.  

 

mailto:ebenezerlutheran@hotmail.com


 

3 

DIVINE SERVICE    

 

INVOCATION and OPENING SENTENCES [based on the 

Gradual for the day] 

 

Pastor: In the name of the Father and of the + Son and of 

the Holy Spirit. 

People: Amen. 

 

Pastor: People of God, praise the LORD! Praise the LORD, 

all nations! 

People: Extol Him, all peoples! 

 

Pastor: For great is His steadfast love toward us, 

People: and the faithfulness of the LORD endures 

forever. Psalm 117:1–2a 

 

Pastor: Ascribe to the LORD the glory due His name; 

People: bring an offering, and come into His courts! 
Psalm 96:8 

 

CONFESSION and ABSOLUTION 

 

Pastor: Lord of mercy and might, with heavy hearts we 

confess our sin to You. 

 

(A time of silence is observed.) 

 

Pastor: Our lack of desire to be holy as You are holy, 

People: we confess to You, Lord. 

 

Pastor: Our building parts of our lives on shaky and 

ungodly foundations, 

People: we confess to You, Lord. 
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Pastor: Our seeking an eye for an eye and our hatred of 

our enemies, 

People: we confess to You, Lord. 

 

Pastor: Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son to 

die for you and for His sake forgives you all your 

sins. As a called and ordained servant of Christ, 

and by His authority, I therefore forgive you all 

your sins in the name of the Father and of the + 

Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

People: Amen. 

 

INTROIT – CHOIR “ Oh, Bless the Lord, My Soul” 

 

HYMN OF PRAISE “Holy God, We Praise Thy Name” 

 

1.     Holy God, we praise thy name; 

        Lord of all, we bow before Thee. 

        All on earth Thy scepter claim, 

        All in heaven above adore Thee. 

        Infinite Thy vast domain, 

        Everlasting is Thy reign. 

 

2.     Hark! the glad celestial hymn 

        Angel choirs above are raising; 

        Cherubim and seraphim, 

        In unceasing chorus praising, 

        Fill the heavens with sweet accord: 

        Holy, holy, holy, Lord! 

 

3.     Lo, the apostles' holy train 

        Join Thy sacred name to hallow; 

        Prophets swell the glad refrain, 

        And the white-robed martyrs follow, 

        And from morn to set of sun 
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        Through the Church the song goes on. 

 

4.     Holy Father, holy Son, 

        Holy Spirit, three we name Thee; 

        Though in essence only one, 

        Undivided God we claim Thee 

        And, adoring, bend the knee 

        While we own the mystery. 
 

SALUTATION 

 

Pastor: The Lord be with you. 

People: And also with you. 

 

Pastor: Let us pray.  

 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 

 

Pastor: O God, the strength of all who put their trust in 

You, mercifully grant that by Your power we may 

be defended against all adversity; through Jesus 

Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns 

with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and 

forever. 

People: Amen. 

 

OLD TESTAMENT Leviticus 19:1–2, 9–18 (The LORD is 

holy) 

 

Pastor: This is the Word of the Lord. 

People: Thanks be to God.  

 

PSALM HYMN “The Man Is Ever Blessed”   

 

1.  The man is ever blest 

         Who shuns the sinners' ways, 
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         Among their counsels never stands, 

         Nor takes the scorners' place. 

 

2.  But makes the Law of God 

         His study and delight 

         Amid the labors of the day 

         And watches of the night. 

 

3.  He like a tree shall thrive, 

         With waters near the root; 

         Fresh as the leaf his name shall live, 

         His works are heavenly fruit. 

  

4.  Not so the ungodly race, 

         They no such blessings find; 

         Their hopes shall flee like empty chaff 

         Before the driving wind. 

 

5.  How shall they bear to stand 

         Before that judgment-seat 

         Where all the saints at Christ's right hand 

         In full assembly meet? 

 

6.  He knows, and He approves, 

         The way the righteous go; 

         But sinners and their works shall meet 

         A dreadful overflow. 

 

EPISTLE 1 Corinthians 3:10–23 (The foundation is Jesus 

Christ) 

 

Pastor: This is the Word of the Lord. 

People: Thanks be to God. 

 

 



 

7 

VERSE Matthew 5:44b   

 

Pastor: Alleluia. 

People: Alleluia. 

 

Pastor: Love your enemies and pray for those who 

persecute you. Alleluia. 

People: Alleluia. 

 

HOLY GOSPEL Matthew 5:38–48 (Love your enemies) 

 

Pastor: The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the 

fifth chapter. 

People: Glory to You, O Lord. 

 

(The Gospel is read.) 

 

Pastor: This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

People: Praise to You, O Christ. 

 

THE APOSTLES’ CREED 

 

I believe in God, the Father Almighty, 

       maker of heaven and earth. 

 

And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, 

       who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 

       born of the virgin Mary, 

       suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

       was crucified, died and was buried. 

       He descended into hell. 

       The third day He rose again from the dead. 

       He ascended into heaven 

       and sits at the right hand of God the Father almighty. 
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       From thence He will come to judge the living and the 

dead. 

 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

       the holy Christian Church 

       the communion of saints, 

       the forgiveness of sins, 

       the resurrection of the body, 

       and the life + everlasting.  Amen. 

  

HYMN OF THE DAY “The Law of God is Good and Wise”  

LW 329 

  

SERMON 

 

OFFERING 

 

OFFERTORY HYMN (LW 175) 

 

Create in me a clean heart, O God, and renew a right 

spirit within me, 

Cast me not away from Thy presence; and take not 

Thy Holy Spirit from me. 

Restore unto me the joy of thy salvation; and uphold 

me with Thy free spirit. 

Amen.  

 

PRAYER OF THE CHURCH 

  

LORD’S PRAYER (Matthew 6:9–13) 
 

 Our Father who art in heaven, 

hallowed be Thy name, 

Thy kingdom come, 

Thy will be done on earth 
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as it is in heaven; 

give us this day our daily bread; 

and forgive us our trespasses 

as we forgive those 

who trespass against us; 

and lead us not into temptation, 

but deliver us from evil. 

For Thine is the kingdom 

and the power and the glory 

forever and ever. Amen. 

 

CLOSING PRAYER 

 

Pastor: O God the Father, the fountain and source of all 

goodness, who in loving-kindness sent Your 

only-begotten Son into the flesh, we thank You 

that for His sake You have given us pardon and 

peace in Your Divine Word, and we ask You 

not to forsake Your children but always to rule 

our hearts and minds by Your Holy Spirit that 

we may be enabled constantly to serve You; 

through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who 

lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, 

one God, now and forever. 

People:     Amen.  

 

BENEDICTION 

 

Pastor: You are God’s temple. God’s Spirit dwells in 

you. You shall be holy, as the LORD is holy. 

You are Christ’s, and Christ is God’s. [1 

Corinthians 3:16, 23; Leviticus 19:2] 

 

The LORD bless you and keep you. 

The LORD make His face shine on you and be 

gracious to you. 
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The LORD look upon you with favor and + give 

you peace. Numbers 6:24–26 

People:     Amen. 

  

HYMN “Praise, My Soul, the King of Heaven”  HS98 893  

 

 Praise, my soul, the King of heaven; 

 To His feet your tribute bring; 

 Ransomed, healed, restored, forgiven, 

 Evermore His praises sing: 

 Alleluia, alleluia! 

 Praise the everlasting King. 

 

 Praise Him for His grace and favor 

 To His people in distress; 

 Praise Him still the same as ever, 

 Slow to chide and swift to bless: 

 Alleluia, alleluia! 

 Glorious in His faithfulness. 

 

 Fatherlike He tends and spares us; 

 Well our feeble frame He knows; 

 In His hand He gently bears us, 

Rescues us from all our foes. 

 Alleluia, alleluia! 

 Widely yet His mercy flows. 

 

 Angels, help us to adore Him; 

 You behold Him face to face; 

 Sun and moon, bow down before Him, 

 All who dwell in time and space. 

 Alleluia, alleluia! 

 Praise with us the God of grace. 

 
Text: Henry F. Lyte, 1793–1847, alt. 

Tune: LAUDA ANIMA, John Goss, 1800–80 
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Creative Worship for the Lutheran Parish, Series A, Part 1. Copyright © 2013 
Concordia Publishing House. 
All rights reserved. Used by permission. 

 

   

 

 

OUR MISSION AND MINISTRY 

 

 OUR PRAYERS: At this time we pray for the sick and 

recovering members and friends of our congregation, 

Claire Scheer, as she is recovering from her broken leg; 

Delores Roehrs, who is still very weak and has been 

moved back to the New Haven Care Center; Leona 

Huxel, who is recovering from a stroke; Esther Voelker; 

who is recovering from heart surgery; Nancy Satre,  as 

she recovers from her knee surgery; Jim Kreftmeyer, 

Debbie Donatti, Paul Creek, Albert Bade, Jim 

Kormeier, Brenda Bailey and David Door as they 

continue to receive treatments for cancer.  According to 

Your gracious will, grant us all that we need to sustain us 
in the day of sickness and trouble. 

 

We pray for the many friends and shut-ins of our 

congregation and neighborhood, especially Adeline 

Keune, Ardell Wagner, Edna Deppermann, Hulda 

Althage, Beth Pelster, Ed Gardner and all those we 
remember in our hearts.  Please remind them of the 

peace Your Son brought to earth, Your accompanying 

presence during their times of trial, and the eternal joy 

that awaits all who call out to You in faith. 

  

Gracious Lord, give to Your Church faithful Pastors, 

Teachers, and Leaders who speak Your Word in its 
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fullness and to call to repentance all who sin.  Grant that 

Your good and gracious will may be done among us and 

through us that many would be called to remember our 

Missionaries – John Strasen in Africa, Mike and Cindy 

Rodewald as they prepare to return to the United States 

for his new position with Lutheran Bible Translators, and 

Robin McCoy and her students that they remain safe 

during this time of unrest in Thailand. 

 

Precious Savior, bring an end to war and violence around the 

world.  Raise up in this nation and all nations, good and wise 

leaders, especially our President, Vice President, our 

Governors, our Judges, Law Enforcement Personnel, our 

Armed Forces who protect us here and throughout the 

world; Fire Fighters, Rescue Workers and all our Civil 
Servants.  Grant that they will pursue justice, preserve 

freedom, and protect the weak and unborn. 

 

++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 

To our members and guests who are here with us today.  We 

are very glad you are here for worship services on this 

Seventh Sunday after Epiphany.  May the Lord refresh you 

with peace and love during our services.  Please join us here 

at Ebenezer again soon!  Please sign the guest register near 

the front entrance with your name, address and Church 

affiliation.  Thank you! 

 

Please join us TODAY for the Thrivent soup and chili 

dinner here at Church.  A free will offering will be taken 

at the dinner which will benefit the Leslie Food Pantry. 
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The Mission Society met this past Monday evening, 

February 17
th

 and made 88 rice warming bags for the labor 

and delivery floor at Mercy Hospital.  March 31st at 6:30 PM 

will be the next project night to make more rice bags.  We 

welcome any donations of woven cotton fabrics for these 

bags.  Mercy supplies the rice for us. 

 

Lenten Devotions: "MY GOD, MY GOD, WHY HAVE 

YOU FORSAKEN ME?" 
 

What more haunting words could any person speak than "My 

God, my God, why have You forsaken me?" How could we 

endure a moment if our Creator would turn His back and 

ignore our every plea? Where would we turn for help, 

comfort, and solace if we could not turn to God? 

 

Sadly there are many moments in life where it seems God has 

forsaken us. We cry out to God in the midst of illness, 

financial struggles, unemployment, family problems, yet 

nothing changes. We wonder if God has heard us-or might He 

have forsaken us too? 

 

This Lenten season we study those dreadful words coming 

from the lips of God's only-begotten Son Jesus Christ as He 

hangs on the cross. But that was not the first time Jesus 

uttered those words. A thousand years before He spoke those 

very words through His great ancestor King David. The great 

psalmist faithfully recorded Jesus' words in the twenty-second 

psalm. This psalm vividly predicts His bitter sufferings, 

death, and resurrection. It will be the source of our Lenten 

devotions as we explore the depths of our Savior's sacrifice 

for us. 
  

The Devotions booklets are available on the back table.  Please 

take one or two home to use in your devotions during Lent! 
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Members, if you have provided an email address, you should 

now be getting a receipt each time you make a contribution. If 

you notice a mistake, please notify Roland Walkenhorst by 

replying to the email. For tax purposes you will receive an 

annual contribution statement in January, so there is no 

need to save the weekly receipts. At the end of each month a 

statement will be sent stating the congregation’s year-to-date 

income and expenses. 

 

The Singing Saints of Saint Paul Lutheran School in 

Concordia, Missouri is having their 42
nd

 Annual Spring 

Tour.  They will present a concert on Saturday, March 

15th at Saint Paul Lutheran Church in Union, MO 

beginning at 7:00 PM.  The sacred concert of traditional 

Lutheran music will include selections with brass and 

congregational participation.  A free will offering will be 

taken.  There is a poster on our bulletin board listing the 

places and times of their concerts. 

 

Lutheran Hour Ministries – If you would still like to give a 

donation to the Lutheran Hour Ministries, there are several 

envelopes and information on the table near the entrance.  

Please put your donation in the envelope or one that you bring 

from home and put it in the collection plate during the next 

week or so.  We will take care of sending your donations on 

to Lutheran Hour Ministries in St. Louis. 

 

Thrivent Choice Dollars – Once again thank you for 

directing your Choice Dollars to Ebenezer this past year.  The 

dollars you have at this time need to be directed by March 

31
st
 so they are not lost.  This will direct all of your dollars 

from 2013 and can be done by internet or phone.  To direct 

Choice Dollars simply:  Go to Thrivent.com/thriventchoice or 
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call 800-THRIVENT (800-847-4836) and say “Thrivent 

Choice”. 

 

Bethlehem Lutheran Church, New Haven, Men’s Club 

would like to invite our congregation to the annual Pork 

Sausage Feast TODAY.  Serving will be from 12:00 to 

6:00 PM.  Please see the poster on the bulletin board for 

more information! 

 

Please keep in mind our ongoing collection of non-perishable 

foods, etc. for the Leslie Food Pantry on the table at the back 

of Church. 

 

Lent begins on Ash Wednesday, March 5
th

. 

 

Daylight Savings Time begins on Sunday, March 9
th

.  Our 

worship services on Saturdays will begin at 5:00 PM 

beginning on March 15
th

. 

 

 

Those Serving Today 

Organist Saturday – Laura Nichols 

Organist Sunday – Ruth Marschel 

Head Usher Saturday – Tracey Bade 

Head Usher Sunday – Lee Kassebaum 

Acolytes – Zach Brunkhorst and Katelyn Bopp 

Bell Ringer – Paul Kassebaum 

Altar Guild  – Nancy Quinn and Mary Sprick 

 

Offerings and Attendance 

Weekly Contributions $1,526.00 

Plate            78.00 

Sunday School          25.47 

Portals of Prayer         15.00 

                                         $1,644.47 
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Attendance: 

Saturday Worship     18 

Sunday Worship        75 

 

Sunday School 

Children   12 

Adults       18 

 

This Week at Ebenezer 

Wednesday -      Confirmation  6:30 PM 

Saturday -          Worship with Holy Communion    

                             3:00 PM 


