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Sermon for the 3rd Sunday 
after Epiphany   

                          

Come and See – The 
Kingdom is at Hand 

Today's Gospel tells us that Jesus began His preaching, 
teaching, and healing ministry by saying, "Repent, for the 
kingdom of heaven is at hand."  What does that mean - 
Kingdom of Heaven?  What is a kingdom in comparison to a 
dictatorship or a democracy.  

The Bible uses the word kingdom often.  It speaks of the 
kingdom of Israel.  It also refers to heaven as a kingdom.  
That kingdom of heaven or kingdom of God is the heart of 
Jesus' preaching and teaching.  

Many sociologists will tell us that the most effective form of 
government is something called a benign dictatorship.  They 
mean to say that if a ruler has the welfare of the citizens as 
his or her number one priority, then it would be appropriate 
to give that ruler absolute power and authority.  The problem 
with this is that we live in a sinful world.  Sooner or later 
every ruler fails.  Sooner or later every ruler makes a 
decision that is in his own best interest instead of the interest 
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of the country and its citizens.  Sooner or later any form of 
government that relies on absolute authority will develop a 
small royal class that lives in luxury and an oppressed class 
that lives in abject poverty.  

So as we study today's Gospel and hear about the Kingdom 
of Heaven, we might wonder if we really want to live in a 
kingdom.  Which of us, living in a democracy, would really 
want to live in a kingdom?  Wouldn't that be a step back into 
the Dark Ages, when subjects had no freedom or voice in 
their government, when they lived at the whim of their 
rulers?  Wouldn't that be more like living in a dictatorship? 
Wouldn't that be bad news?  

Well, we know that's not true.  Here we are ready to proclaim 
that Jesus is our king.  If Jesus is our king, then we know 
that living in the kingdom of heaven can't really be bad news.  
God is kind hearted.  He has our best interests at heart.  
Most important of all, He cannot be corrupted.  He will never 
change.  Although absolute rulers always fail on earth, the 
absolute ruler of all things never fails.  

It is truly good news that the kingdom of heaven is at hand 
because the kingdoms of this world often fail.  The earthly 
kingdom in today's gospel illustrates that very well.  Today's 
Gospel begins with a reminder that Herod had arrested John 
the Baptizer.  John would soon lose his head simply 
because he told the truth.  That was pretty typical of that 
time and place.  The rulers of that day were interested in 
their own ease and comfort.  Their subjects were simply a 
means to that end.  

Even today, under an elected government, things don't 
always go well.  Even though the legislature enacts laws, the 
executive tends to diligently enforce the laws he likes and let 
the other laws slide.  Other times, the legislature enacts laws 
that the voters don't like.  Then, of course, there is the great 
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fallacy that the majority opinion of the voters is always the 
wise and right way to go.  Remember, a majority of Germans 
elected Adolph Hitler. It was the majority of the votes cast 
that has elected our present government in the United 
States.  

The basic reason that governments are so ineffective is that 
we are so sinful.  We come into this world as rebels.  We 
don't like people telling us what to do and we certainly don't 
like God telling us what to do.  We are born with a desire to 
rule our own kingdom.  

Many of you have seen the movie adaptation of C. S. 
Lewis's book The Lion, the Witch, and the Wardrobe.  This 
book is part of a series of books called The Chronicles of 
Narnia.  In this series of books, C. S. Lewis uses a lion 
named Aslan to represent Jesus.  In another book of the 
series, Aslan has been gone for a long time.  The other 
animals have kind of forgotten what Aslan looks like.  A 
group of scoundrels convinces the donkey to pretend to be 
Aslan.  They put a little make up and a fake mane on the 
donkey and always have him stand at a distance so that 
nobody can see him up close.  Then they convince the other 
animals that the donkey's bray was actually a lion's roar.  

After a while that donkey in the book began to believe that 
he really was Aslan.  He began to order the other animals 
around and do all kinds of crazy things.  Then, one day, the 
real Aslan showed up.  The animals instantly realized that 
they had been deceived.  It is easy to tell a fake when you 
have the real thing: donkey - lion; bray - roar; trembling on 
the ground - standing with confidence.  The donkey suddenly 
found a real need to repent of its sins.  

By nature, we are like that donkey.  We want to be the god 
of our own kingdom.  We are born with such a desire to rule 
our own kingdom that we don't even want God to give us His 



 4 

free salvation.  That would mean that we are part of His 
kingdom and we don't want that.  We would rather rule 
ourselves.  Ultimately, we deceive ourselves into believing 
that we really are the king, that is, until the true king shows 
Himself to us.  

When the true king shows up, He shows us the kind of 
trouble we are in.  He regularly catches us red-handed 
making little gods of ourselves.  He makes it very clear that 
we are lost and condemned.  As we wait for the judgment of 
the true king, we learn that the kingdom of heaven is very 
different from the kingdoms of this world.  

In our culture today, someone who is guilty of impersonating 
a government official will pay fines and spend time in prison.  
At other times and places in history, the punishment would 
be torture and even the death penalty.  

Instead of punishing us for our sins, the ruler of the kingdom 
of heaven simply says, "Repent!" Here Jesus tells us to 
admit the truth of our guilt and then trust Him to deal with the 
penalty of that guilt.  Then, knowing that we cannot by our 
own reason or strength come to Him, He sends the Holy 
Spirit to work faith in us so that we can repent.  

The difference between the kingdoms of this world and the 
kingdom of heaven grows ever wider as the Creator and 
Lord of all things humbles Himself to become our servant.  
He didn't come to sit on a cushy throne in Rome or even 
Jerusalem.  Today's Gospel tells us He came to the 
darkness of Galilee.  He even came to Galilee of the 
Gentiles - that is, He not only ministered in the Jewish 
communities of Galilee, but He also ministered to the gentile 
communities as well.  

Jesus came not only to serve, but also to die.  Jesus said, 
[Matthew 20:28] "The Son of Man came not to be served 
but to serve, and to give his life as a ransom for many."  
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His command to repent holds within it the promise to deal 
with the punishment of our sins.  He dealt with the 
punishment of our sins by taking them onto Himself and 
carrying them to the cross.  At the cross He endured the 
punishment of our sin with His suffering and death.  There 
our sins died with Him.  In this way, He triumphed over sin, 
death, and the power of the devil.  

With that triumph, Jesus, the ruler of the kingdom of heaven, 
rose from the dead and ascended to take His rightful place 
at the right hand of the Father.  Through Him the kingdom of 
heaven is still at hand.  

The kingdom of heaven is at hand when we hear the Gospel 
of salvation.  It is at hand in the waters of Holy Baptism as 
the Holy Spirit joins us to Christ by grace through faith.  It is 
at hand when the Holy Spirit's gift of faith in us receives 
forgiveness, life, and salvation as we consume the true body 
and blood in, with, and under the bread and wine of the 
sacrament.  The kingdom of heaven is at hand when the 
Holy Spirit calls us by the Gospel, enlightens us with His 
gifts, and sanctifies and keeps us in the one true faith.  
Because the kingdom of God is at hand sin no longer 
condemns us, but God works in us to make us holy in His 
sight.    


