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AS WE GATHER: In biblical times water was a symbol of 

chaos, and also a means of salvation. The psalmist records, 

“The voice of the Lord is over the waters.” When our Lord 

was baptized, the Jordan’s waters held, as it were, the 

washed-away sins of all those who had come to John for 

Baptism. In pure innocence, though, Jesus was taking on 

Himself the sin-filled waters en route to bearing all sin on the 

cross. It is good for us to remember the waters of our own 

Baptism, in which we are united to Him in His death and in 

His resurrection, as the Apostle Paul confirms. In fact, each 

day, by remembering our Baptism, our sin is drowned dead 

and we arise in newness of life.  

 

PRAYER BEFORE WORSHIP: Father in heaven, when 

Your Son was baptized in the Jordan River, He was fulfilling 

all righteousness in our place as part of His sacrificial life on 

our behalf. Grant that we may ever treasure the gift of Holy 

Baptism by which our sins are washed away, we receive our 

Lord’s innocence, and are enabled to live before You in 

confidence and joy each day of our lives; through Jesus 

Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You 

and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever Amen. 

 

DIVINE SERVICE 

 

HYMN “To Jordan’s River Came Our Lord” (stanzas 1-3) 

HS 98 816 

mailto:ebenezerlutheran@hotmail.com
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INVOCATION 

 

Pastor: In the name of the Father and of the + Son and of 

the Holy Spirit. 

People: Amen. 

 

 

OPENING SENTENCES 

 

Pastor: Do you not know that all of us who have been 

baptized into Christ Jesus were baptized into His 

death? 

People: We were buried therefore with Him by baptism 

into death, in order that, just as Christ was 

raised from the dead by the glory of the Father, 

we too might walk in newness of life. Romans 6:3–4 

 

HYMN “To Jordan’s River Came Our Lord” (stanzas 4-5) 

HS 98 816  

 

CONFESSION and ABSOLUTION 

 

Pastor: We must confess that none of us “walks in 

newness of life” each day; however, since our 

Lord took our sins on Himself, our sins have been 

washed away in the water of Baptism. The 

promises the Father made to Him are ours. He 

said, “I am the Lord; I have called you in 

righteousness; I will take you by the hand and 

keep you” (Isaiah 42:6). Let us therefore confess 

our sins, confident that Christ’s righteousness will 

be graciously credited to us. 
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(Silence for reflection on the Word of God and for self-

examination.) 

 

Pastor: Heavenly Father, 

People: although, as Isaiah prophesied, our Lord would 

not break a bruised reed or quench a faintly 

burning wick, but would faithfully bring forth 

justice (Isaiah 42:3) – we confess that we have 

walked in the ways of this world. We have 

sought power and prestige for ourselves, but 

have neglected those less fortunate than 

ourselves; we have rejoiced in our freedom, but 

have forgotten those in prison; we have basked 

in Your gracious forgiveness, but have failed to 

extend it to the people we meet. Forgive us, 

renew us, and assure us again that through the 

water of Baptism Jesus’ righteousness is now 

our own. 

 

Pastor: In the water of His Baptism our Lord “fulfilled all 

righteousness.” The Father’s approval, “with Him 

I am well pleased,” is spoken over all who have 

been baptized in His name. God proclaimed 

through Isaiah, “Behold, the former things have 

come to pass, and new things I now declare” 

(Isaiah 42:9).  Therefore as a called and ordained 

servant of Christ and by His authority I therefore 

forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father 

and of the + Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

People: Amen. May the Lord give strength to His 

people! May the Lord bless His people with 

peace! Psalm 29:11 

 

HYMN “To Jordan’s River Came Our Lord” (stanza 6) HS 

98 816 

 



 

5 

 KYRIE    
 

Pastor: In peace let us pray to the Lord. 

People: Lord, have mercy. 

 

Pastor: For the peace that comes down from above with 

the news of God’s approval for the sake of our 

Savior who fulfilled all righteousness for us, let us 

pray to the Lord. 

People: Lord, have mercy. 

 

Pastor: For peace in this chaotic world, for the well-being 

of the Church of God, and for the unity of all the 

baptized, let us pray to the Lord. 

People: Lord, have mercy. 

 

Pastor: For this holy house and for all who gather here for 

strength in adversity, guidance in confusion, and 

forgiveness in failures of faith, let us pray to the 

Lord. 

People: Lord, have mercy. 

 

Pastor: Help, save, comfort and defend us, gracious Lord. 

People: Amen.  

 

HYMN OF PRAISE “All Who Believe and Are Baptized”   

LW 225  

 

All who believe and are baptized 

Shall see the Lord’s salvation; 

Baptized into the death of Christ, 

They are anew creation; 

Through Christ’s redemption they will stand 

Among the glorious heavenly band 

Of every tribe and nation. 
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With one accord, O God, we pray, 

Grant us your Holy Spirit; 

Help us in our infirmity 

Through Jesus’ blood and merit; 

Grant us to grow in grace each day 

By holy Baptism that we may Eternal life inherit. 

 

SALUTATION 

 

Pastor: The Lord be with you. 

People: And also with you. 

 

Pastor: Let us pray.  

 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 

 

Pastor: Father in heaven, at the Baptism of Jesus in the 

Jordan River You proclaimed Him Your beloved 

Son and anointed Him with the Holy Spirit. 

People: Make all who are baptized in His name faithful 

in their calling as Your children and inheritors 

with Him of everlasting life; 

Pastor: through the same Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives 

and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, 

now and forever. 

People: Amen. 

  

OLD TESTAMENT Isaiah 42:1–9 (The Lord speaks about 

His Servant and addresses Him.)   

 

Pastor: This is the Word of the Lord. 

People: Thanks be to God. 

 

 PSALM Psalm 29; antiphon: v.3 (Ascribe to the LORD Glory) 
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Pastor: The voice of the LORD is over the waters; 

the God of glory thunders, the LORD, over many 

waters. 

 

All:  Ascribe to the LORD, O heavenly beings, 

Men: ascribe to the LORD glory and strength. 

 

Women: Ascribe to the LORD the glory due His name; 

All:     worship the LORD in the splendor of holiness. 

 

Pastor: The voice of the LORD is over the waters; 

the God of glory thunders, the LORD, over many 

waters. 

 

Men: The voice of the LORD is powerful; 

Women: the voice of the LORD is full of majesty. 

All:  The voice of the LORD breaks the cedars; 

     the LORD breaks the cedars of Lebanon. 

 

Pastor: He makes Lebanon to skip like a calf, 

     and Sirion like a young wild ox. 

 

Pastor: The voice of the LORD flashes forth flames of 

fire. 

Men: The voice of the LORD shakes the wilderness; 

     the LORD shakes the wilderness of Kadesh.  

  [Kay-desh] 

 

Women: The voice of the LORD makes the deer give birth 

and strips the forests bare, 

All:     and in His temple all cry, “Glory!” 

 

Pastor: The LORD sits enthroned over the flood; 

People:  the LORD sits enthroned as king forever. 
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Pastor:    May the LORD give strength to His people! 

People:    May the LORD bless His people with peace! 

 

All:     The voice of the LORD is over the waters; 

the God of glory thunders, the LORD, over        

many waters.  
 

EPISTLE Romans 6:1–11 (Our Baptism unites us both to 

Christ’s death and also to His resurrection.)  

 

Pastor: This is the Word of the Lord. 

People: Thanks be to God. 

 

ALLELUIA and VERSE Mark 1:11b 

 

Pastor: Alleluia. You are My beloved Son; 

People: with You I am well pleased. Alleluia. 

 

HOLY GOSPEL Matthew 3:13–17 (Jesus is baptized by 

John in the Jordan.) 

 

Pastor: The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the 

third chapter. 

People: Glory to You, O Lord.  
(The Gospel is read.) 

 

Pastor: This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

People: Praise to You, O Christ. 

 

CREED Apostles’ Creed   

   

I believe in God, the Father almighty, maker of heaven 

and earth. 
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I believe in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, 

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 

born of the virgin Mary, 

suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

was crucified, died and was buried. 

He descended into hell. 

The third day He rose again from the dead. 

He ascended into heaven 

and sits at the right hand of God the Father Almighty. 

From thence He will come to judge the living and the 

dead. 

   

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

the holy Christian Church, 

the communion of saints, 

the forgiveness of sins, 

the resurrection of the body, 

and the life + everlasting.  Amen.  

 

HYMN OF THE DAY  “What Wondrous Love is This” HS 

98 860  

 

SERMON 

 

OFFERING 

 

OFFERTORY HYMN “Brightest and Best of the Stars of 

the Morning” LW 86  

 

Shall we not yield Him, in costly devotion, 

Fragrance of Edom and off’rings divine, 

Gems of the mountain and pearls of the ocean, 

Myrrh from the forest and gold from the mine? 

 

Vainly we offer each ample oblation, 
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Vainly with gifts would His favor secure. 

Richer by far is the heart’s adoration; 

Dearer to God are the prayers of the poor. 

 
Text: Reginald Heber, 1783–1826, alt. 

Tune: MORNING STAR. James P. Harding, 1850–1911, adapt. 

Text and tune: Public domain  
 

PRAYERS OF THE CHURCH  

 

LORD’S PRAYER 

 

Our Father who art in heaven, 

hallowed be Thy name, 

Thy kingdom come, 

Thy will be done on earth 

as it is in heaven; 

give us this day our daily bread; 

and forgive us our trespasses 

as we forgive those 

who trespass against us; 

and lead us not into temptation, 

but deliver us from evil. 

For Thine is the kingdom 

and the power and the glory 

forever and ever. Amen. 

 

HYMN “Alleluia! Let Praises Ring”  LW 437  

 

Alleluia! Let praises ring! Unto the Lamb of God we sing, 

In whom we are elected. 

He bought His Church with His own blood, He cleansed her 

in that blessed flood, And as His bride selected. 

Holy, holy is our union And communion. His befriending 

Gives us joy and peace unending. 

Alleluia! Let praises ring! Unto the Holy Ghost we sing 
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For our regeneration. 

The saving faith in us He wrought And us unto the 

bridegroom brought, 

Made us His chosen nation. 

Glory! Glory! Joy eternal, bliss supernal; There is manna 

And an endless, glad hosanna. 

 

Alleluia! Let praises ring! Unto our triune God we sing; 

Blest be His name forever! 

With angel hosts let us adore And sing His praises evermore 

For all His grace and favor! 

Singing, ringing: Holy, holy, God is holy; Spread the story 

Of our God, the Lord of glory! 

 
Text: Geistreiches Gesang-Buch, Darmstadt, 1698; tr. The Lutheran Hymnal, 
1941, alt. 

Tune: WIE SCHÖN LEUCHTET, Philipp Nicolai, 1556–1608. 

Text and tune: Public domain. 

 

 COLLECT 

 

Pastor: Let us pray. 

We give thanks to You, almighty God, that You 

have again assured us that our sins have been 

washed away through Your Son’s obedient life, 

suffering, and death in our stead, thereby uniting 

us also to His glorious resurrection. Strengthened 

by Your Word, grant that Your Holy Spirit enable 

us to walk in newness of life until we rejoice in the 

river of the water of life, flowing from Your 

throne in Your eternal kingdom (Revelation 22:1); 

through Your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord, who 

lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one 

God, now and forever. 

People: Amen. 
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BENEDICTION 

 

Pastor: The Lord bless you and keep you in quiet waters; 

the Lord make His face to shine on You with His blessing; 

the Lord lift His countenance upon you and give you peace. 

People: Amen.  
 
Creative Worship the Lutheran Parish, Series A, Part 1. Copyright © 2013 
Concordia Publishing House. 

All rights reserved. Used by permission. 

 

 

OUR MISSION AND MINISTRY 

IN OUR PRAYERS:  At this time we pray for the sick and 

recovering members and friends of our congregation, 

especially, Albert Bade, Paul Creek, David Door, Brenda 

Bailey and Debbie Donatti, as they receive treatments for 

cancer; Tom Shearman, who suffered a fall at his home 

some time ago and is now still recovering; Rev. Aaron 

Kotilla, Pastor of Immanuel Lutheran Church in Rosebud, 

who is still on a leave of absence for health reasons and is 

now recovering from surgery;  Clayton Rohlfing, who is 

recovering from surgery due to an injury suffered in a 

construction accident; Leola Deppermann, who is currently 

recovering at New Haven Care Center.  According to Your 

gracious will, grant us all that we need to sustain us I the day 

of sickness and trouble. 

 

We pray for the many friends and shut-ins of our 

congregation and neighborhood, especially, Lucille Brune, 

Adeline Keune, Delores Roehrs, Edna Deppermann, 

Ardell Wagner, Beth Pelster, Ed Gardner, Hulda Althage, 

and all those we remember in our hearts.  Remind them of 

the peace Your Son brought to earth, Your accompanying 

presence during their times of trial, and the eternal joy that 

awaits all who call out to You in faith. 
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Gracious Lord, give to Your Church faithful Pastors, 

Teachers and Leaders who speak Your Word in its fullness 

and call to repentance all who sin.  Grant that that Your good 

and gracious will may be done among us and through us that 

many would be called to remember our Missionaries, Mike 

and Cindy Rodewald, John Strasen in Africa, and Robin 

McCoy in Thailand. 

 

Precious Savior, bring an end to war and violence around the 

world.  Raise up in this nation and in all nations, good and 

wise leaders especially our President, Vice President our 

Governors, our Judges, Law Enforcement Personnel, our 

Armed Forces who protect us here and throughout the 

world; Relief and Rescue Workers and all our Civil 
Servants.  Grant that they will pursue justice, preserve 

freedom, and protect the weak and unborn. 

 

+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 

To our members and guests who are here with us today.  We 

are very glad you are here for worship services on this First 

Sunday of Epiphany.  May the Lord refresh you with peace 

and love during our services.  Please join us here at 

Ebenezer again soon! 

Please sign the guest register near the front entrance with 

your name, address and Church affiliation.  Thank you! 

 

Please join us for a light lunch here today and then to take 

down the Church Christmas decorations.  Many hands 

make the work much lighter and easier!! 

 

A Big Thank You again to everyone who plowed the snow 

off of the parking lot here at Church and also shoveled off 

the sidewalks.  It sure made it a lot easier to get in here!!! 

Your hard work is very much appreciated!! 
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We want to thank everyone who donated a Poinsettia or two 

for our Christmas Worship Services.  Please feel free to 

take yours home to enjoy if you wish. 

 

Lutheran Witness Renewals – We will have to send in the 

renewals for the Lutheran Witness Renewals by February 

1
st
.  The cost is  $15.60 per year.  Please let Mary Sprick 

know if you want to renew your subscription or cancel the 

subscription.  If we do not hear, we will assume you want 

to renew your subscription for another year.  Thank you 

for your help! 

 

Roland Walkenhorst, would like to send the year end 

contribution statements by e mail this year in order to save 

on paper and stamps.  Please provide your e-mail address to 

him for this purpose.  His e-mail address is accu@fidnet.com. 

Thank you for your help.  If you don’t have an e-mail, you’ll 

get yours by mail as in years past. 

 

Please don’t forget about the Washington Circuit Men’s 

Retreat “Armed For Battle” to be held January 17 and 18, 

2014 at Camp Trinity and the Washington Circuit Youth 

Gathering (Grades 6 – 12) to be held February 7 and 8, 

2014.  Registration forms are in the holder under the 

bulletin board at the back of Church.  More information 

can be found in the January newsletter. 

 

Reminder – The Officer’s Meeting in preparation of the 

Quarterly Voter’s Meeting will be held this coming 

Thursday, January 16
th

 at 7:00 PM.  The Voter’s Meeting 

will be held a week from tomorrow evening – January 20
th

 

at 7:30 PM.  Please make plans to attend this important 

Voter’s meeting. 

 

mailto:accu@fidnet.com
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A Note from Richard Althage – We have received the 

following information from Richard about the availability of 

some of his books: 

“Back Home Stories (and a Little Trivia to Boot)” has gone 

well.  Richard has about 50 books left.  If you did not get one 

and would like to have one or more, please let him know 

($11.00, a good portion of which goes to Wounded Warriors 

Project).  If you would like to order a copy of his first book 

(“I’m Not Lyin”) 

Please let him know by February 1
st
 as he will have to order a 

minimum order of 300.  The cost is $9.00 (a donation also 

will be made to Wounded Warriors Project.  He can only take 

orders by mail with a check or money order.  His Christmas 

letter is on the bulletin board. 

 

Richard Althage                                

2656 Centaur St.                                

Harvey, LA  70058 

 

Tom and Shirley Shearman’s temporary address is: 

Tom Shearman 

504 Tenvy 

Manchester, MO 63021 
We are providing this address in case you’d like to send him a card 

or encouragement. 

 

Pastor is beginning a new Bible Study Class next week, 

January 23
rd

.  This will be a 4 session class “All About Angels”.  

Classes will be at 10:00 AM and again at 7:00 PM.  Please see the 

January, 2014 newsletter for more information! 
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Those Serving Today 

Organist Saturday -          Jennifer Huellinghoff 

Organist Sunday -             Ruth Marschel 

Head Usher Saturday -     Tracey Bade 

Head Usher Sunday -        Marvin Kassebaum 

Acolytes -                           Zach Brunkhorst & Katelyn Bopp 

Bell Ringer -                      Paul Kassebaum 

 

 

 

Offerings and Attendance 

Weekly Contributions          $485.00 

Plate                                           -- 

Epiphany Offerings                 20.00 

New Year Offerings                 20.00 

Christmas Eve Offerings         40.00 

Christmas Offerings                40.00 

New Years Eve Offerings        40.00 

                                               $645.00 

 

Attendance:    Saturday 27 

Sunday                              2 

 

This Week at Ebenezer 

Wednesday -            Confirmation 6:30 PM 

Thursday -               Church Officer’s Meeting 7:00 PM 

Saturday -                Worship with Holy Communion 3:00 PM 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


