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Sermon 3
rd

 Midweek Advent 
Service 

 

Jesus is Lord 
 
Jesus is Lord. That is the great confession of the New 
Testament. The Lord God who gave Ten Words to Moses on 
Mount Sinai is the Lord God who became flesh and died on 
Mount Calvary. Jesus is Lord. The Lord God who promised a 
restoration of the fortunes of Jacob of land and reputation, 
deliverance from enemies, and a pouring out of the Spirit is 
the Lord God who restored man’s fortunes with God, 
delivered man from his enemies (sin, death, and the power 
of Satan), and poured out his Spirit on all in the face of 
Jesus Christ. 

JESUS IS LORD. 

Text: Exodus 3:14-15 
13 Moses said to God, 
“Suppose I go to the Israelites 
and say to them, ‘The God of 
your fathers has sent me to 
you,’ and they ask me, ‘What 
is his name?’ Then what shall I 
tell them?” 
God said to Moses, “I am who 
I am. This is what you are to 
say to the Israelites: ‘I am has 
sent me to you.’” 
God also said to Moses, “Say 
to the Israelites, ‘The Lord,[b] 
the God of your fathers—the 
God of Abraham, the God of 
Isaac and the God of Jacob—
has sent me to you.’ 
 
“This is my name forever, 
    the name you shall call me 
    from generation to 
generation. 
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The Lord God who spoke to Moses from a burning bush is 
the Lord God who speaks to us in his Son.  
 
That your lips and tongue confess that Jesus is Lord is 
nothing short of a miracle. By nature, tongues drip with 
venom, the venom of declaring that Jesus is not Lord. Jesus 
is only a man like us. Lips name other names of men or 
women who hold a better chance of delivering us from evil. 
Give us a courageous general, a confident president. Give 
us a generous benefactor. Give us a professor. These will 
help us more than Jesus. These will be strong and mighty to 
save. For our economic woes bankrupt us. Our health issues 
poison us. Our family troubles depress us. We need a ruler 
who does more than die on the cross and come out of a 
grave three days later. 
 
But in the days of the prophet Isaiah, similar godless 
thoughts and desires grew. The house of Israel was 
forewarned of false saviors. Bel, Nebo—these will be gods of 
burden, not gods of relief. Isaiah then preaches, “Listen to 
me, O house of Jacob, all the remnant of the house of Israel, 
who have been borne by me from before your birth, carried 
from the womb; even to your old age I am he, and to gray 
hairs I will carry you. I have made, and I will bear; I will carry 
and will save. . . . I bring near my righteousness; it is not far 
off, and my salvation will not delay; I will put salvation in 
Zion, for Israel my glory” (Is 46:3–4, 13). 
 
Isaiah names the name of the one stronger than Bel and 
Nebo. The Lord of hosts is his name. Our Redeemer. The 
Holy One of Israel (47:4). 
 
That your lips and tongue confess the Redeemer, that Jesus 
is Lord, is to the praise and glory of God. It’s not your flesh 
and blood. It’s not your intelligence. It’s not your decision. 
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God’s Spirit has worked in you. His mercy. His power. His 
might. From the moment you were reborn with water and his 
Spirit in Baptism, God has been working mightily against 
temptation and the forces of evil. These forces desire to take 
you back to the land of captivity, captivity to your sin. These 
forces want you to live as though your sin is not forgiven, to 
live as though God is angry with you, holding your 
trespasses against you. 
 
Don’t believe it! Rather, believe that the forces of evil are 
conquered. The house of Israel learned this lesson one 
hundred years after the prophet Isaiah was dead and Ezekiel 
was now preaching to exiles, captives, and refugees in 
Babylonia. Ezekiel calls the countries assembled against the 
Lord Gog and Magog. Yes, they are strong like mountains, 
but they will fall like rocks into ravines. They will come with 
mighty weapons, but here warriors will drop bows from one 
hand and arrows from the other (Ezek 39:3–4). Then those 
warriors will fall dead. Then those warriors will be feasting 
food for vultures. The Lord God, Adonai, did it then. The 
Lord God, Adonai, will do it again. 

  
Adonai Jesus will deliver the weak. Adonai Jesus will win the 
battle. Adonai Jesus will conquer the house of Israel’s foes. 
See the cross. See the descent to hell. See the empty tomb. 
Then listen to the echo of witnesses: 
 
Hear Mary from Magdala, short of breath from running from 
the tomb after seeing the living Jesus and confessing to the 
apostles: “I have seen the Lord” (Jn 20:18). 
 
Hear Thomas eight days after the resurrection of Jesus: “My 
Lord and my God!” (Jn 20:28). 
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Hear Peter at the Sea of Galilee just prior to Jesus’ 
ascension: “Lord, you know everything; you know that I love 
you” (Jn 21:17). 
 
Hear Paul, years after the resurrection of Jesus from the 
dead, asking at his conversion: “Who are you, Lord?” and 
receiving this answer: “I am Jesus” (Acts 9:5). 
 
Jesus is Lord. Deny that Jesus is Lord, and you deny the 
entire Scripture, from Genesis to Revelation. You cannot 
have the Lord Jesus in the womb, birthed of the Virgin, who 
is not also the Lord who birthed the whole world. You cannot 
have the Lord in the manger as an infant who is not also the 
Lord who knew you before you were made. You cannot have 
the Lord working miracles in Galilee, Capernaum, and 
Jerusalem who is not also the Lord now working miracles of 
conversion in Africa, Asia, and America. You cannot have 
the Lord on the cross who is not also the Lord resurrected 
and coming back to judge all the dead and the living. Jesus 
is Lord over all these events. 
 
God promised this Lord Jesus through his prophets in Holy 
Scripture. The Gospel is about “his Son, who was 
descended from David according to the flesh and was 
declared to be the Son of God in power according to the 
Spirit of holiness by his resurrection from the dead” (Rom 
1:2–5). 
 
The Lord was faithful to the Israelites of old. He promised not 
to hide his face from them. He didn’t. Now, in these latter 
days, God has delivered to us his Son, our Lord Jesus. His 
face he has not hid. His mercy he has not hid. God reveals 
his mighty power wherever he forgives sin—through his 
redemptive Word, through his life-giving water, and through 
the mighty coming of the Lord Jesus in body and blood at 
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this altar. For the promise of the Lord was this: “I will 
establish a new covenant with the house of Israel. . . . For 
this is the covenant that I will make with the house of Israel 
after those days, declares the Lord: I will put my laws into 
their minds, and write them on their hearts, and I will be their 
God, and they shall be my people. . . . For I will be merciful 
toward their iniquities, and I will remember their sins no 
more” (Heb 8:8, 10, 12). 


