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PRELUDE 

 

RINGING OF THE BELL  

 

OPENING HYMN “Oh Come, Oh Come, Emmanuel” LW 31 

 

Oh, come, oh, come, Emmanuel,  

And ransom captive Israel,  

That mourns in lonely exile here  

Until the Son of God appear.  

Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel  

Shall come to you, O Israel! 

 

Oh, come, our Dayspring from on high, 

And cheer us by your drawing nigh, 

Disperse the gloomy clouds of night, 
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And death's dark shadows put to flight. 

Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel 

Shall come to you, O Israel!   

 

Oh, come, Desire of nations, bind  

In one the hearts of all mankind;  

Oh, bid our sad divisions cease,  

And be yourself our King of Peace.  

Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel  

Shall come to you, O Israel!  

 

Pastor:  In the name of the Father and of the Son and the        

Holy Spirit. 

People:   Amen 

 

Pastor:   O Lord, open Thou my lips. 

People:   And My mouth shall show forth Thy Praise. 

Pastor:  We brought nothing into this world and it’s certain 

that we shall carry nothing out. 

People:  The Lord gave and the Lord has taken away:  

Blessed be the name of the Lord. 

Pastor:  O death, where is thy sting!  O grave, where is thy 

victory. 

People:   Thanks be to God who gives us the victory 

through our Lord Jesus Christ! 

Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to 

the Holy Spirit. As it was in the beginning, is 

now, and shall be forever and ever.  Amen. 

 

Pastor: Eric was baptized on August 23, 1964 in the name 

of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit.  

On that date, our gracious Father adopted him as 

His own child, washed his sins away, put His 

name on Eric, and gave him the new birth of water 

and of the Spirit as the words and promises of God 

declare. 
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People: Amen!  Thanks be to God! 

 

Pastor:       In Holy Baptism, Eric was clothed with the robe 

of Christ's perfect righteousness that covered over 

all sin.  St. Paul says:  "Do you not know that all of  

us who were baptized into Christ Jesus were  

baptized into His death?   

People:     We were therefore buried with Him through 

 baptism into death in order that, just as Christ 

 was raised from the dead through the glory of  

 the Father, we too may live a new life.  

Pastor:  If we have been united with Him like this in His 

death,  

People: we will certainly also be united with Him in His 

resurrection." Romans 6:3-5 

 

Pastor: In Holy Baptism we are forgiven our sins and 

granted a new life in Christ, our Lord.  We 

solemnly renounce the devil and all his works and 

all his ways; we confess the gift of faith in God the 

Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit.     

 

PSALM 23 & Psalm 46 

   

COLLECT 

 

Pastor:   The Lord be with you. 

People:   And with your Spirit. 

Pastor:   Let us pray to the Lord. 

Lord God, Creator of heaven and earth, the Giver 

of life, we thank You for all the mercies You 

granted Eric during his earthly life, especially for 

calling him to faith through Baptism into Jesus 

Christ.  Though Eric's life with us was short, we 

draw comfort in the hope of the glorious 
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resurrection and a happy reunion in heaven.  Calm 

our troubled hearts, we pray.  Remove our doubts 

and our fears and renew in us the joy of salvation 

that You won for us; through Jesus Christ our 

Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy 

Spirit, one God, now and forever.   

C:    Amen.  

 

HYMN “The King Shall Come” LW 26  

The King shall come when morning dawns  

And light triumphant breaks,  

When beauty gilds the eastern hills  

And life to joy awakes. 

Not as of old a little child,  

To bear and fight and die,  

But crowned with glory like the sun  

That lights the morning sky. 

Oh, brighter than the rising morn  

When Christ, victorious, rose  

And left the lonesome place of death  

Despite the rage of foes. 

Oh, brighter than that glorious morn  

Shall dawn upon our race  

The day when Christ in splendor comes  

And we shall see his face.  

OLD TESTAMENT READING Isaiah 11:1-10 (The 

Branch From Jesse) 

 

(After the reading) 

Pastor:   This is the Word of the Lord. 

People:   Thanks be to God. 
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GRADUAL (Psalm 121) 
Pastor: I lift up my eyes to the hills. 

      From where does my help come? 

   My help comes from the Lord, 

      who made heaven and earth. 

 

People: He will not let your foot be moved; 

      he who keeps you will not slumber. 

    Behold, he who keeps Israel 

      will neither slumber nor sleep. 

 

Pastor: The Lord is your keeper; 

      the Lord is your shade on your right hand. 

    The sun shall not strike you by day, 

      nor the moon by night. 

 

People: The Lord will keep you from all evil; 

      he will keep your life. 

   The Lord will keep 

      your going out and your coming in 

      from this time forth and forevermore. 

 

All: Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the 

Holy Spirit. As it was in the beginning, is now, 

and will be forever. Amen. 

  

EPISTLE I Corinthians 15:51-57 (Death is swallowed up in 

victory) 

 

(after the reading) 

P:   This is the Word of the Lord. 

C:   Thanks be to God.   

 

 Verse (Sung by All ) LW 37 
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From heaven above to earth I come           

To bear good news to every home;           

Glad tidings of great joy I bring,           

Whereof I now will say and sing:             

 

To you this night is born a child           

Of Mary, chosen virgin mild;           

This little child, of lowly birth,           

Shall be the joy of all the earth. 

 

HOLY GOSPEL Luke 2:1-20 (The Birth of Christ our Lord) 

 

(after the reading) 

P:  This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

C:  Praise to You, O Christ.  

 

SERMON HYMN “Hark the Herald Angels Sing” LW 49  

Hark! The herald angels sing,  

"Glory to the newborn king; 

Peace on earth and mercy mild, 

God and sinners reconciled." 

Joyful, all you nations, rise; 

Join the triumph of the skies; 

With angelic hosts proclaim, 

"Christ is born in Bethlehem!" 

Hark! The herald angels sing, 

"Glory to the newborn king!" 

Christ, by highest heaven adored,  

Christ, the everlasting Lord, 

Late in time behold him come, 

Offspring of a virgin’s womb. 

Veiled I flesh the Godhead see! 

Hail, incarnate deity! 
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Pleased as man with us to dwell, 

Jesus, our Emmanuel! 

Hark! The herald angels sing, 

"Glory to the newborn king!" 

Hail the heaven born Prince of Peace! 

Hail the sun of righteousness! 

Light and life to all he brings,  

Risen with healing in his wings. 

Mild he lays his glory by, 

Born that we no more may die, 

Born to raise each child of earth, 

Born to give us second birth. 

Hark! The herald angels sing, 

"Glory to the newborn king!" 

SERMON  “The Cause of Great Joy” Luke 2:10   

   

Pastor:   God has made us his people through our Baptism 

into Christ.  Living together in trust and hope, we 

confess our faith with all the saints. 

 

People: I believe in God the Father Almighty, Maker of 

heaven and earth. 

  

And in Jesus Christ, His only Son our Lord; 

Who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, Born of 

the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

Was crucified, died and was buried; He 

descended into hell; The third day He rose 

again from the dead; He ascended into heaven 

and sits at the right hand of God the Father 

Almighty, from thence He shall come to judge 

the living and the dead. 

  

I believe in the Holy Spirit, The Holy Christian 
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Church, The Communion of Saints, the 

forgiveness of sins, The resurrection of the 

body, and the life everlasting.  Amen 

  

PRAYER 

 

Pastor: Dear Jesus, You also wept in the presence of 

death.  We pray for the family of Eric. Surround 

them with compassionate, helpful people. Give 

them a deep peace and quiet joy that rest on the 

sure and certain promise of resurrection and 

reunion.  Lord, in Your mercy,  

People: hear our prayer. 

 

Pastor: We give thanks, dear Father for Eric and for all 

You have given us through him.  Bless all his 

friends and family here present with saving faith.  

Keep them safe, we pray, from all harm and 

danger, from sin and every evil.  Lord, in Your 

mercy,  

People: hear our prayer. 

 

Pastor: O God the Holy Spirit, show us the mountain of 

hope---the mountain of the cross of Christ.  

Strengthen our faith with Your Word and 

Sacraments that we may join those who have 

overcome all tribulations and have washed their 

robes and made them white in the blood of the 

Lamb.  Keep us faithful as we await the heavenly 

reunion with Jesus Christ and this loved one.  

Lord, in Your mercy, 

People: hear our prayer.  Amen. 

 

Pastor: Lord, remember us in Your kingdom, and 

teach us to pray:  
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LORD’S PRAYER 

 

Our Father who art in heaven, 

hallowed be Thy name, 

Thy kingdom come, 

Thy will be done on earth 

as it is in heaven; 

give us this day our daily bread; 

and forgive us our trespasses 

as we forgive those 

who trespass against us; 

and lead us not into temptation, 

but deliver us from evil. 

For Thine is the kingdom 

and the power and the glory 

forever and ever. Amen.  

 

HYMN “Joy to the World” LW 53 

Joy to the world, the Lord is come1 

Let earth receive its King; 

Let every heart prepare him room 

And heaven and nature sing, 

And heaven and nature sing, 

And heaven, and heaven and nature sing. 

Joy to the earth, the Savior reigns!  

Let all their songs employ 

While fields and floods, rocks, hill, and plains 

Repeat the sounding joy, 

Repeat the sounding joy, 

Repeat, repeat the sounding joy. 

No more let sin and sorrow grow 

Nor thorns infest the ground: 

He comes to make his blessings flow 
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Far as the curse is found, 

Far as the curse is found, 

Far as, far as the curse is found. 

He rules the world with truth and grace 

And makes the nations prove  

The glories of his righteousness 

And wonders of his love, 

And wonders of his love, 

And wonders, wonders of his love 

THE BENEDICTION 

 

P:    The Lord bless you and keep you. 

The Lord make his face to shine on you and be gracious 

to you. 

The Lord lift up his countenance on you and give you 

peace. 

C:   Amen. 

 

The Hohlt family would like to invite relatives and dear 

friends for fellowship and dinner immediately after the 

service.  
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Eric Matthew Hohlt  

 

Our Savior Jesus Christ has destroyed death and brought life 

and immortality to light through the Gospel.  Let us 

remember with thanksgiving what God has done through His 

servant, Eric.  

 

Eric Matthew Hohlt was born on July 30, 1964 in rural New 

Haven to his parents Art and Denise Hohlt. Eric was reborn 

as a child of God in the waters of Holy Baptism on August 

23, 1964.  On June 7, 1987, Eric was confirmed in the 

Christian faith and was fed the life-giving body and blood of 

Jesus.    

 

Eric was blessed with a large loving family.  He was preceded 

in death by his mother, Denise.  

 

He is survived by his father, Arthur Hohlt of Leslie; One 

sister, Michele Ulrich and husband, Ronald of St. Clair; Two 

brothers, Bill Hohlt and wife, Angie of Union and Jeff Hohlt 

and wife, Joyce of Leslie and several nieces and nephews, 

and other relatives, and friends.   

 

He was a member of Ebenezer Lutheran Church Port Hudson. 

Eric loved his family, the farm and his animals and enjoyed 

the outdoors especially, bicycling, fishing and some hunting.  

He worked doing various outdoor jobs for the neighbors.   

 

On December 15, 2013, God called Eric to his home in 

heaven.  Precious in the sight of the Lord is the death of His 

saints.    

 

The Lord gives and the Lord takes away; blessed be the name 

of the Lord.  We give thanks to God our Father through Jesus 

Christ, our Lord, for our brother, Eric.  


