
 

 

 
  

We Are No Less Disobedient 

   

1
st
 Sunday of Christmas 

December 28 & 29, 2013 



 

2 

Ebenezer Lutheran Church – Port Hudson 

The Lutheran Church – Missouri Synod 

9100 Highway YY Leslie, Missouri 

Parsonage 573-459-6432              Church 573-459-6431 

Rev. William F. Zastrow, Pastor  

Mary Sprick, Secretary 

ebenezerlutheran@hotmail.com 

ebenezerlutheranchurch.wordpress.com 

 

AS WE GATHER: The killing of the baby boys in 

Bethlehem heard in today’s Gospel underscores the sin-filled 

world into which Jesus was born. God’s Old Testament 

people were rebellious; even St. Paul, who wrote the Epistle, 

oversaw the stoning of Stephen, the first Christian martyr; 

and we are no less disobedient. Yet our Lord was born to 

redeem us from sin so that our heavenly Father could adopt us 

as His sons and daughters, who call out to Him, “Abba! 

Father!” That makes Christmas a family event indeed! 

 

PRAYER BEFORE WORSHIP: We give thanks, heavenly 

Father, that through this Divine Service You will assure us of 

the forgiveness of our sins through the great sacrifice of 

Jesus. Accompany us now and continue to strengthen us so 

that we may show forth in our lives the name we bear, 

Christian (follower of Christ); through Your Son, Jesus Christ 

our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, 

one God, now and forever. Amen. 

  

THE DIVINE SERVICE 

  

INVOCATION 

 

Pastor: In the name of the Father and of the + Son and of 

the Holy Spirit. 

People: Amen. 

mailto:ebenezerlutheran@hotmail.com
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OPENING SENTENCES (from the Old Testament Reading) 

 

Pastor: Isaiah writes: I will recount the steadfast love of 

the LORD, the praises of the LORD, 

People: according to all that the LORD has granted us, 

     and the great goodness to the house of Israel 

 

Pastor: that He has granted them according to His 

compassion, 

People: according to the abundance of His steadfast 

love. 

 

Pastor: For He said, “Surely they are My people, 

     children who will not deal falsely.” 

People: And He became their Savior. Isaiah 63:7–8 

 

CONFESSION and ABSOLUTION 

 

Pastor: As inheritors of the promises to God’s Old 

Testament people through faith in Christ, we 

know that He has become our Savior, born in 

Bethlehem to start His sacrificial life, 

redeeming us from sin and death. Let us 

therefore go to God’s throne of grace and 

confess our sins. 

 

(Silence for reflection on God’s Word and for self-

examination.) 

 

Pastor:      Heavenly Father, 

People: we cannot remember Your Son’s birth 

without realizing that He came to save us 

sinners. We confess, though, that we often 
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hide our sins from ourselves and think that 

You are unaware as well. Forgive us for 

belittling the gravity of our rebellious nature. 

 

Pastor:      Lord Jesus, 

People: we would prefer to see ourselves as people 

gathered around the manger in quiet peace. 

We confess, though, that we often live as 

prodigal brothers and sisters, running from 

You and Your will for us. Forgive us for 

failing to hallow Your name with our words 

and actions. 

 

Pastor:      O Holy Spirit, 

People: we rejoice in the gift of faith You have 

planted within us. We confess, though, that 

we have neglected to trust You for all we 

need in times of testing. Forgive us and 

restore in us the joy of Your salvation. 

 

Pastor: Isaiah continues: In all their affliction He was 

afflicted, 

     and the angel of His presence saved them; 

in His love and in His pity He redeemed them; 

He lifted them up and carried them all the days of 

old. Isaiah 63:9 

 

Now in these last days God has redeemed all who 

call out to Him in the name of Jesus. He promises 

to lift us up and carry us into an eternal future. As 

a called and ordained servant of Christ, and by His 

authority, I therefore forgive you all your sins in 

the name of the Father and of the + Son and of the 

Holy Spirit. 

People: Amen.  
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HYMN OF PRAISE “A Great and Mighty Wonder” LW 51   

 

SALUTATION 

 

Pastor: The Lord be with you. 

People: And also with you. 

 

Pastor: Let us pray. 

 

 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 

 

Pastor: O God, our Maker and Redeemer, You 

wonderfully created us and in the incarnation of 

Your Son yet more wondrously restored our 

human nature. 

People: Grant that we may ever be alive in Him who 

made Himself to be like us; 

 

Pastor: through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and 

reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, 

now and forever. 

People:     Amen.  
 

OLD TESTAMENT Isaiah 63:7–14 (The Lord cares for His 

rebellious people.)  

 

(The lesson is read.) 

 

Pastor: This is the Word of the Lord. 

People: Thanks be to God. 

  

PSALM Psalm 111; antiphon: 9a, b 

 

Pastor: He sent redemption to His people; 
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     He has commanded His covenant forever. 

 

Pastor: Praise the LORD! 

I will give thanks to the LORD with my whole 

heart, 

People: in the company of the upright, in the 

congregation. 

 

Pastor: Great are the works of the LORD, 

People: studied by all who delight in them. 

 

 

Pastor: Full of splendor and majesty is His work, 

People: and His righteousness endures forever. 

 

Pastor: He has caused His wondrous works to be 

remembered; 

People: the LORD is gracious and merciful. 

 

Pastor: He provides food for those who fear Him; 

People: He remembers His covenant forever. 

 

Pastor: He has shown His people the power of His works, 

People: in giving them the inheritance of the nations. 

 

Pastor: The works of His hands are faithful and just; 

People: all His precepts are trustworthy; 

 

Pastor: they are established forever and ever, 

People: to be performed with faithfulness and 

uprightness. 

 

All:  He sent redemption to His people; 

     He has commanded His covenant forever. 
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Pastor: Holy and awesome is His name! 

People: The fear of the LORD is the beginning of        

wisdom; all those who practice it have a good    

understanding. 
 

Pastor:    His praise endures forever! 

 

All:     He sent redemption to His people; 

        He has commanded His covenant forever. 

  

EPISTLE Galatians 4:4–7 (Through Christ we are God’s 

adopted children.) 

  

Pastor: But when the fullness of time had come, God 

sent forth His Son, born of woman, born under 

the law, . . . 

 

HYMN “Let Us All with Gladsome Voice” St. 1: LW 42  

 

Let us all with gladsome voice Praise the God of 

heaven, 

Who, to bid our hearts rejoice, His own Son hath 

given. 

 

Pastor: . . . to redeem those who were under the law, so 

that we might receive adoption as sons. 

 

HYMN “Let Us All with Gladsome Voice” St. 2: LW 42  

 

To this vale of tears He comes, Here to serve in 

sadness, 

That with Him in heaven’s fair homes We may 

reign in gladness. 
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Pastor: And because you are sons, God has sent the 

Spirit of His Son into our hearts, crying, “Abba! 

Father!” 

 

HYMN “Let Us All with Gladsome Voice” St. 3:  LW 42  

 

We are rich, for He was poor; Is not this a wonder? 

Therefore praise God evermore Here on earth and 

yonder. 

 

Pastor: So you are no longer a slave, but a son, and if a 

son, then an heir through God. 

 

HYMN “Let Us All with Gladsome Voice” St. 4: LW 42  

 

Christ, our Lord and Savior dear, Be Thou ever 

near us. 

Grant us now a glad new year. Amen, Jesus, hear 

us. 

 (The lesson is read.) 

 

Pastor: This is the Word of the Lord. 

People: Thanks be to God. 

 

GRADUAL Isaiah 9:6; Psalm 98:1a 

 

Pastor: To us a Child is born, to us a Son is given; 

and the government shall be upon His shoulder. 

People: And His name shall be called Wonderful 

Counselor, Mighty God, 

Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace. 

 

Pastor: Sing to the Lord a new song, 

People: for He has done marvelous things. 
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HOLY GOSPEL Matthew 2:13–23 (The Holy Family eludes 

Herod’s murderous plot.) 

 

Pastor: The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the 

second chapter. 

People: Glory to You, O Lord.  
 

(The Gospel is read.) 

 

Pastor: This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

People: Praise to You, O Christ. 

 

CATECHISM (The Second Article of the Apostles’ Creed 

and its explanation from Luther’s Small Catechism) 

 

People: And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, 

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born 

of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius 

Pilate, was crucified, died and was buried. 

He descended into hell. The third day He 

rose again from the dead. He ascended into 

heaven and sits at the right hand of God the 

Father Almighty. From thence He will come 

to judge the living and the dead. 

 

Pastor: What does this mean? 

People: I believe that Jesus Christ, true God, 

begotten of the Father from eternity, and 

also true man, born of the virgin Mary, is my 

Lord, who has redeemed me, a lost and 

condemned person, purchased and won me 

from all sins, from death, and from the 

power of the devil; not with gold or silver, 

but with His holy, precious blood and with 

His innocent suffering and death, that I may 
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be His own and live under Him in His 

kingdom and serve Him in everlasting 

righteousness, innocence, and blessedness, 

just as He is risen from the dead, lives and 

reigns to all eternity. This is most certainly 

true. 

 

HYMN OF THE DAY “Let All Together Praise Our God” 

LW 44  

 

SERMON  
 

OFFERING 

 

OFFERTORY HYMN “What Child Is This” LW 61  

 

PRAYER OF THE CHURCH 

 

Pastor: Let us pray for ourselves, the Church around the 

world, and all people in their various needs. 

 

Pastor: Heavenly Father, You provided guidance and 

protection for the Holy Family when Herod 

sought to thwart Your plans. Use the powers 

that be in this world to work for compassionate 

justice in each nation, especially regarding the 

poor and vulnerable. Raise up people of peace 

to work across national borders so that war and 

conflict may be avoided. We remember 

especially the police and fire departments, 

hospitals and nursing homes in our community 

and across the nation as those who serve there 

strive to meet the needs of Your people. Lord, 

in Your mercy, 

People: hear our prayer. 
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Pastor: Lord Jesus, You came to redeem us so that we 

might be adopted as Your brothers and sisters. 

Bless our homes here and everywhere so that 

they may be cradles of loving nurture for our 

faith and life. Accompany those who are 

estranged from their families and friends so that 

they do not falter in isolation before they are 

reunited within a circle of concern. We 

remember especially our armed forces deployed 

and all who must travel during this holiday 

season  especially Pastor, Margaret and Mary 

Beth as they travel home from Minnesota this 

week, Lord, in Your mercy, 

People: hear our prayer. 

 

Pastor: O Holy Spirit, You used prophets and apostles 

to speak Your Word to Jews and Gentiles alike. 

Strengthen the faith of clergy and lay leaders 

here and around the world so that the news of 

our Savior’s birth may be spread to the joy and 

edifying of Your holy people and many may 

come to faith in our Redeemer. We remember 

especially our Missionaries, Robin McCoy, 

John Strasen and Mike and Cindy Rodewald 

and those who bring the Gospel to lands where 

it is dangerous to speak the news of our 

Savior’s birth. Lord, in Your mercy, 

People: hear our prayer. 

 

Pastor: Lord our God, there was sorrow and mourning 

in Bethlehem in the times of the patriarchs and 

under Herod’s rule. Be with those near and dear 

to us who are enduring pain and suffering, 

illness, or distress during this holy season. We 

remember especially . . . Leola Deppermann, 

who is recovering at New Haven Care Center 
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after being hospitalized; Albert Bade, Paul 

Creek, Brenda Bailey, Debbie Donatti, David 

Door, as they receive treatments for their 

cancer; Clayton Rohlfing who is recovering 

from surgery after being injured several weeks 

ago in a construction accident; Rev. Aaron 

Kotilla, Pastor of Immanuel in Rosebud, who 

has taken a leave of absence for health reasons.  

We pray for Tom Shearman as he recovers 

from a serious fall.  We also want to remember 

in our prayers the many friends and shut-ins of 

our congregation and neighborhood, especially, 

Adeline Keune, Lucille Brune, Delores 

Roehrs, Ardell Wagner, Edna Deppermann, 

Hulda Althage, Ed Gardner, Beth Pelster, 

and all those we remember in our hearts. 

Remind them of the peace Your Son brought to 

earth, Your accompanying presence during their 

times of trial, and the eternal joy that awaits all 

who call out to You in faith. Lord, in Your 

mercy, 

People: hear our prayer. 

 

Pastor: Into Your hands, heavenly Father, we commend 

ourselves and all for whom we pray, trusting in 

Your mercy for the sake of Your Son, Jesus 

Christ our Lord. 

People: Amen. 

 

 THE LORD’S PRAYER 

 

Our Father who art in heaven, 

hallowed be Thy name, 

Thy kingdom come, 

Thy will be done on earth 

as it is in heaven; 
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give us this day our daily bread; 

and forgive us our trespasses 

as we forgive those 

who trespass against us; 

and lead us not into temptation, 

but deliver us from evil. 

For Thine is the kingdom 

and the power and the glory 

forever and ever. Amen.  

 

BENEDICTION 

 

Pastor: As our heavenly Father provided protection and 

direction for the Holy Family, so may He guide 

and protect You, His adopted sons and 

daughters, throughout Your pilgrimage on 

earth, and the blessing of God almighty, the 

Father, the + Son, and the Holy Spirit, be and 

abide with you now and forever. 

People: Amen. 

 

HYMN “Once in Royal David’s City” LW 58  

 
From Creative Worship for the Lutheran Parish, Series A, Part 1. Copyright © 

2013 Concordia Publishing House. 

All rights reserved. Used by permission. 

 

 

+++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 

 

To our members and guests who are here with us today.  We 

are very glad you are here for worship services on this First 

Sunday of Christmas.  May the Lord refresh you with peace 

and love during our services.  Please join us here at 

Ebenezer again soon!  Please sign the guest register near 



 

14 

the front entrance with your name, address and Church 

affiliation.  Thank you! 

 

We welcome Pastor Mark Goucher and Pastor Justin Pahl 

who have led our worship services during Pastor Zastrow’s 

trip to Minnesota. 

 

Thank you to everyone who joined in the Christmas 

Caroling last Sunday.  You are certainly appreciated! 

  

Contribution Envelopes for 2014 – Members, please pick 

up your 2014 offering envelopes at the Church entrance, if 

you have not already done so.  The accuracy of your 

contribution record depends on your envelope number being 

correct, so be sure to check it, both on the box’s address label 

and the envelopes themselves.  It should be the same as in 

2013.  Also please report any address changes or corrections 

to Mary Sprick. 

 

Church’s Snow Policy for Services (From the Elder’s 

Meeting) – Church services here at Ebenezer will not be 

canceled for poor weather conditions.  Pastor will have 

worship for those who will come.  People should use extreme 

caution when coming to Church when the roads are bad and 

not come when they feel that it is not safe for them to be out. 

 

Reminder:  Our New Year’s Day service will be held at 

our Church at 10:00 AM. 

 

We will be doing a January newsletter this week.  Please 

have information to Mary by Tuesday, December 31
st
! 
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Those Serving Today 

Organist Saturday – Jenny Huellinghoff 

Organist Sunday – Ruth Marschel 

Head Usher Saturday – Tracey Bade 

Head Usher Sunday – Wilbert Baumann 

Acolytes – Andrew Inman and Katelyn Bopp 

Bell Ringer – Jeff Hohlt 

 

Offerings and Attendance 

Weekly Contributions $3,436.00 

Christmas Offerings            600.00 

Advent Offerings         30.00 

Plate                  315.50 

Sunday School                  29.78 

Sausage Sales         59.50 

Memorials for Eric Hohlt    100.00 

    $4,570.78 

 

Attendance – Saturday Worship  18 

Sunday Worship       85 

 

Christmas Eve Children’s Program Service 

Christmas Eve Offerings $10,829.00 

Plate            133.75 

Weekly Contributions                1,575.00 

Energy Needs            25.00 

Christmas Offerings         105.00 

     $12,667.75 

Attendance 132 

 

Christmas Eve 11 PM Service 

Christmas Eve Offerings         115.00 

Christmas Offerings            90.00 

Advent Offerings             60.00 

Weekly Offerings                    115.00 

Plate              170.23 

Sunday School             20.00 

           $570.23 

 

Attendance:  44 

 

 



 

16 

Christmas Day Worship 

Christmas Offerings  $399.00 

Christmas Eve Offerings              98.00 

Weekly Offerings                20.00 

Plate         81.00 

Hohlt Memorial                 15.00 

     $613.00 

 
Attendance:  51 

 

 

 

This Week at Ebenezer 

Wednesday - New Year’s Day Worship 10:00 AM 

Saturday - Worship with Holy Communion 3:00 PM 

 

 

Reminder:  The Officer’s Meeting in preparation of the 

Quarterly Voter’s Meeting will be held January 16
th

 at 

7:00 PM.  The Voter’s Meeting to be held January 20
th

  

at 7:30 PM. 


