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AS WE GATHER: One of the most well-known of all 

Advent hymns is “O Come, O Come, Emmanuel.” In each of 

the seven stanzas of this hymn, we plead that our Savior 

would “come.” Our Gospel reading reminds us that our 

Savior has come and is literally our Emmanuel, or, “God with 

us.” At His incarnation in Mary’s womb and birth at 

Christmas, God was with us. Today, in His Word and Holy 

Supper, God is with us. At His return on the Last Day, God 

will be with us as our Emmanuel takes us to be with Him. 

 

PRAYER BEFORE WORSHIP: O Lord God, heavenly 

Father, in the incarnation of Your Son, the divine and human 

nature of Christ commune with each other. Grant that, in 

Christ, we may commune with You in our worship so that we 

may find joy in our unity with You and with fellow believers 

in Christ; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives 

and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and 

forever. Amen. 

  

THE DIVINE SERVICE 

  

ENTRANCE HYMN  “O People, Rise and Labor” LW 25 
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INVOCATION  

 

Pastor: In the name of the Father and of the + Son and of 

the Holy Spirit. 

People: Amen.  

 

OPENING SENTENCES Matthew 1:23 
 

Pastor: Behold, the virgin shall conceive 

People: and bear a son, 

 

Pastor: and they shall call His name Immanuel, 

People: which means, God with us.  

 

LIGHTING OF ADVENT CANDLE 

 

Pastor: Jesus Christ is the light of the world, 

People: the light no darkness can overcome. [John 8:12; 

John 1:5] 

 

 

HYMN “We Light the Advent Candle” Tune: BEREDEN VÄG FÖR 

HERRAN LW 27  

 

We light the Advent candle And wait for Christ to come. 

With hope, we trust the promise That He will bring us home. 

Our hope is in our Savior Who wins for us God’s favor. 

We wait with growing light Till God makes all things right! 

 

We light the Advent candle And thank the Lord for rest. 

With peace, we know our Jesus Has come to be our guest. 

This peace beyond all knowing Within our hearts is glowing. 

We wait with growing light Till God makes all things right! 

 

We light the Advent candle And sing with cheerful heart. 

With joy, we spread the message That God would us impart. 
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Our joy is never ending; The Son to us is sending. 

We wait with growing light Till God makes all things right! 

 

We light the Advent candle And share the wondrous Word. 

With love, we tell of Jesus Till all around have heard. 

God’s love is for all nations Throughout His whole creation. 

We wait with growing light Till God makes all things right! 
Text: Lisa M. Clark. Copyright © 2013 Concordia Publishing House. All rights 
reserved. Used by permission. 

  

CONFESSION and ABSOLUTION 

 

Pastor: In the mystery of the incarnation, we see that 

God lovingly chose to be in communion with 

us—to take on our flesh. Yet, we separate 

ourselves from our loving God by our sin. As 

we gather together this Advent to worship, let 

us first consider our unworthiness and confess 

before God sins that have separated us from 

Him and one another. Together as His people, 

let us take refuge in the infinite mercy of God, 

our heavenly Father, seeking His grace for the 

sake of Christ and saying: God, be merciful to 

me, a sinner. 

People: Almighty God, have mercy upon us, forgive 

us our sins, and lead us to everlasting life. 

Amen. 

 

Pastor: She will bear a son, and you shall call His name 

Jesus, for He will save His people from their 

sins. Matthew 1:21 

Upon this your confession, I, by virtue of my 

office, as a called and ordained servant of the 

Word, announce the grace of God unto all of 

you, and in the stead and by the command of 

my Lord Jesus Christ I forgive you all your sins 
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in the name of the Father and of the + Son and 

of the Holy Spirit. 

People: Amen. 

  

INTROIT Psalm 130:5–8; antiphon: Isaiah 64:  

 

Pastor: Oh that You would rend the heavens and come 

down, 

     that the mountains might quake at Your presence. 

 

People: I wait for the LORD, my soul waits, 

     and in His word I hope; 

 

Pastor: My soul waits for the Lord more than watchmen 

for the morning, 

     more than watchmen for the morning. 

 

People: O Israel, hope in the LORD! For with the LORD 

there is steadfast love,  

     and with Him is plentiful redemption. 

 

Pastor: And He will redeem Israel  

     from all His iniquities. 

 

People: Glory be to the Father and to the Son 

     and to the Holy Spirit; 

as it was in the beginning, 

     is now, and will be forever. Amen.  

  

SALUTATION 

 

Pastor: The Lord be with you. 

People: And with Your Spirit. 

 

Pastor: Let us pray. 
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PRAYER OF THE DAY 

 

Pastor: Stir up Your power, O Lord, and come and help 

us by Your might, that the sins which weigh us 

down may be quickly lifted by Your grace and 

mercy; for You live and reign with the Father 

and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

People:     Amen.  

 

OLD TESTAMENT Isaiah 7:10–17 (The sign of Immanuel) 

 

Pastor: This is the Word of the Lord. 

People: Thanks be to God.  
 

PSALM Psalm 24; antiphon: v. 7 

 

All: Lift up your heads, O gates! And be lifted up, O 

ancient doors, 

     that the King of glory may come in. 

 

Men:  The earth is the LORD’s and the fullness thereof, 

     the world and those who dwell therein, 

 

Women: for He has founded it upon the seas 

     and established it upon the rivers. 

 

Men:  Who shall ascend the hill of the LORD? 

     And who shall stand in His holy place? 

 

Women: He who has clean hands and a pure heart, 

who does not lift up his soul to what is false and 

does not swear deceitfully. 

 

Men:  He will receive blessing from the LORD 

     and righteousness from the God of his salvation. 
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Women: Such is the generation of those who seek Him,  

     who seek the face of the God of Jacob. 

 

Men: Lift up your heads, O gates! And be lifted up, O 

ancient doors, 

     that the King of glory may come in. 

 

Women: Who is this King of glory?  

The LORD, strong and mighty, the LORD, mighty in 

battle! 

 

Men: Lift up your heads, O gates! And lift them up, O 

ancient doors,  

     that the King of glory may come in. 

 

Women: Who is this King of glory? 

     The LORD of hosts, He is the King of glory! 

 

All:  Glory be to the Father and to the Son 

     and to the Holy Spirit; 

as it was in the beginning, 

     is now, and will be forever. Amen.  

 

EPISTLE Romans 1:1–7 (Grace to you and peace) 

 

Pastor: This is the Word of the Lord. 

People: Thanks be to God. 

 

CHOIR “O Sing of Christ” 

 

VERSE Matthew 1:23a  
 

All: Alleluia. Behold, the virgin shall conceive and 

bear a son, 
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and they shall call His name Immanuel. 

Alleluia. 

 

HOLY GOSPEL Matthew 1:18–25 (The Birth of Jesus 

Christ) 

 

Pastor: The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the 

first chapter. 

People: Glory to You, O Lord. 

 

(The Gospel is read.) 

 

Pastor: This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

People: Praise to You, O Christ.  

 

CREED  - ALL 
 

I believe in God, the Father Almighty, 

       maker of heaven and earth. 

 

And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, 

       who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 

       born of the virgin Mary, 

       suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

       was crucified, died and was buried. 

       He descended into hell. 

       The third day He rose again from the dead. 

       He ascended into heaven 

       and sits at the right hand of God the Father almighty. 

From thence He will come to judge the living and the        

dead. 

 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

       the holy Christian Church 

       the communion of saints, 
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       the forgiveness of sins, 

       the resurrection of the body, 

       and the life + everlasting.  Amen.   

 

HYMN OF THE DAY “The Word Made Flesh, the Holy 

King” Tune: CONSOLATION LW 26 

 

The Word made flesh, the holy King, 

The Virgin Mary’s Child: 

Such majesty that angels sing— 

In lowly infant mild. 

 

King David’s Son, the Promised One 

Foretold from age to age: 

The true Messiah now has come, 

Fulfilling sacred page. 

 

Our God Incarnate, Jesus Christ, 

Came down to earth to dwell. 

His body broken in the price 

To save us all from hell. 

 

Our dear Redeemer’s body lay, 

His wounds fresh from the tree. 

Yet in the tomb He would not stay; 

From death He would break free. 

 

O Son of God, O Son of Man, 

The resurrected King: 

We lift our heads, we raise our hands, 

Our mouths will ever sing! 

 

Our risen Savior at the throne 

Will call us to His side. 

Our earthen tombs are not our home; 
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We will with Him abide! 
Text: Lisa M. Clark. Copyright © 2013 Concordia Publishing House. 

All rights reserved. Used by permission.  

 

SERMON 

 

OFFERING 

 

OFFERTORY (p. 175 in hymnal) 
 

Create in me a clean heart,  

O God, and renew a right spirit within me, 

Cast me not away from Thy presence;  

and take not Thy Holy Spirit from me. 

Restore unto me the joy of thy salvation;  

and uphold me with Thy free spirit. Amen 

 

PRAYER OF THE CHURCH 

  

LORD’S PRAYER    
  

HYMN “Come, O Precious Ransom, Come” LW 34 

 

Pastor: The Lord be with you. 

People: And with Your Spirit. 

 

Pastor: Let us pray. 

 

Pastor: We give thanks to You, almighty God, that You 

have given us a hope, not from ourselves, but 

from You, in Your Holy Word and Sacraments. 

Having received forgiveness, strengthen us to 

share the hope of Christ with the world; through 

Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and 

reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, 

now and forever. 
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People: Amen. 

  

BENEDICTION 

 

Pastor: Lift up your heads, O gates! And be lifted up, O 

ancient doors, 

People: that the King of glory may come in. Psalm 24:7 

 

Pastor: The LORD bless you and keep you. 

The LORD make His face shine on you and be 

gracious to you. 

The LORD look upon you with favor and give you 

peace. Numbers 6:24–26 

People: Amen. 

 
Creative Worship for the Lutheran Parish, Series A, Part 1. Copyright © 2013 

Concordia Publishing House. 

All rights reserved. Used by permission.  

 

 

OUR MISSION AND MINISTRY 

 

IN OUR PRAYERS:  At this time we pray for those who 

suffer in body and mind, especially Leola Deppermann, who 

is recovering at New Haven Care Center after being 

hospitalized; Albert Bade, Jim Kormeier, Paul Creek, 

Brenda Bailey, Debbie Donatti, David Door, as they 

receive treatments for cancer; Clayton Rohlfing, who was 

injured in an accident at a construction site.  He will have 

surgery this coming Tuesday. Rev. Aaron Kotilla, Pastor of 

Immanuel in Rosebud, who has taken a leave of absence for 

health reasons.  We pray for Tom Shearman as he recovers 

from a serious fall.  We pray that the Lord would grant them 

healing according to His will and that they may ever be 

confident that the Lord of hosts is with them. 
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We pray for comfort for the family of Art Hohlt – Art’s son 

Eric passed away this past weekend.  Funeral service was 

held here at Ebenezer this past Friday.  We remember the 

family in our prayers during this time of grief. 

 

We also pray for comfort for the family of Darrel Gardner  

whose wife Ruth passed away this last weekend also.  Darrel 

is the son of our member Ed Gardner. 

 

We also want to remember in our prayers the many friends 

and shut-ins of our congregation and neighborhood, 

especially, Adeline Keune, Lucille Brune, Delores Roehrs, 

Ardell Wagner, Edna Deppermann, Hulda Althage, Ed 

Gardner, Beth Pelster, and all those we remember in our 

hearts. 

 

We pray for faithful Pastors, Missionaries, Teachers, 

School Administrators, and all Servants of the Church 

that they may serve faithfully, lovingly, and joyfully.  
Grant that Your good and gracious will may be done among 

us and through us that many would be called to remember our 

Missionaries, Mike and Cindy Rodewald and family, John 

Strasen in Africa and Robin McCoy and her students in 

Thailand. 

 

Precious Savior, bring an end to war and violence around 

the world.  Raise up in this nation and in all nations, good 

and wise leaders.  Grant that our President, Vice 

President, Legislators will pursue justice, preserve 

freedom, and protect the weak and unborn. 

 

++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 
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To our members and guests who are here with us today.  We 

are very glad you are here for worship services on this 

Fourth Sunday of Advent.  May the Lord refresh you with 

peace and love during our services.  Please join us here at 

Ebenezer again soon!  Please sign the guest register near 

the front entrance with your name, address and Church 

affiliation.  Thank you! 

 

Pastor and family will be leaving for Minnesota to visit 

Pastor’s mother and family on December 27 and return on 

December 31.  Rev. M. Goucher will be leading services on 

the 28
th

 and Rev. J. Pahl will be leading worship on the 29
th

. 

If a pastoral emergency would come up please call Pastor 

Tim Brown of Beaufort will be on standby.  His number is 

573-484-3575 or cell 636-744-9044. 

 

Christmas Caroling – Anyone who would like to go 

Christmas Caroling with us this afternoon should meet 

here at Church by 2:00 PM.  We would really like to have 

you go with us! 

 

Contribution Envelopes for 2014 – Members, please pick 

up your 2014 offering envelopes at the Church entrance, if 

you have not already done so.  The accuracy of your 

contribution record depends on your envelope number being 

correct, so be sure to check it, both on the box’s address label 

and the envelopes themselves.  It should be the same as in 

2013.  Also please report any address changes or corrections 

to Mary Sprick. 

 

Children’s Christmas Program and Christmas Worship 

Services this week – Tuesday, December 24
th

 Children’s 

Program 7:00 PM – Christmas Worship, December 24
th

   

with Holy Communion 11:00 PM – Christmas Day, 

Worship with Holy Communion December 25
th

 at 10:00 
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AM.  Pastor and family will be leaving for Minnesota on 

December 26
th

 to spend time with family. 

 

Church’s Snow Policy for Services (From the Elder’s 

meeting) – Church Services here at Ebenezer will not be 

canceled for poor weather conditions.  Pastor will have 

worship for those who will come.  People should use extreme 

caution when coming to Church when the roads are bad and 

not come when they feel that it is not safe for them to be out. 

 

Registration forms for the Washington Circuit Men’s 

Retreat “Armed For Battle” are in the holder under the 

Church’s bulletin board.  There are also registration forms for 

the Washington Circuit Youth Gathering (Grades 6 – 12) 

in the holder.  The Men’s Retreat will be held January 17 & 

18, 2014 at Camp Trinity and the Youth Gathering will be 

held February 7 & 8, 2014 at Camp Trinity. 

Please see the registration forms for more information. 

 

Looking for some easy exercise?  Exercise your brain at the 

annual Trivia Night to benefit the St. John Lutheran Church 

Alaska Mission Team.  Join in the fun on January 25
th

.  The 

doors open at 6:00 PM and the games begin at 7:00 PM at the 

Beaufort Lions Hall, Hwy 185 and Lutheran Church Road in 

Beaufort. 

 

A Big “Thank You” to the Bopp family and all who have 

helped clear off the snow from the parking lots and 

sidewalks.  We sincerely appreciate your help! 

 

We have received a Note of Appreciation from the Leslie 

Food Pantry – “Thank you for your generous and 

continuous support of the food pantry.” 

         From – Mary Nienhueser 

          Coordinator  

The card is on our bulletin board. 
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Thank You: We thank the 15 participants in our study, The 

Lost Books.  With this study complete, we will start again in 

January on a new Bible Study.  Check the Newsletter and 

Bulletin for specific times and dates. 

  

Reminder: New Year’s Day service will be held at our 

church at 10:00 AM. 

 

Newsletter will not be published next week so Mary and 

Pastor can spend time with their families.  Newsletter will 

be available on the 4
th

 and 5
th

 of January. 

 

 

Those Serving Today 

Organist Saturday – Jenny Huellinghoff 

Organist Sunday – Ruth Marschel 

Choir – “O Sing of Christ” 

Choir Director – Kathy Scheer 

Head Usher Saturday – Tracey Bade 

Head Usher Sunday – Wilbert Baumann 

Acolytes – Zach Brunkhorst and Katelyn Bopp 

Bell Ringer – Paul Kassebaum 

 

Offerings and Attendance 

Weekly Contributions - $684.00 

Plate -        49.56 

Sunday School -       19.42 

Advent Offerings -       10.00 

Poinsettias -          8.00     

     $770.98 

 

Attendance – Saturday Worship        5 

Sunday Worship           70 
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Advent Worship 12/18/2013 

Advent Offerings  $198.00 

Weekly Offerings    108.00 

Plate         39.00 

Sausage Sales       35.00 

     $380.00 

 

Attendance: 

Morning Worship        9 

Evening Worship         28 

 

 

This Week at Ebenezer 

Tuesday - Children’s Christmas Program  7:00 PM 

Christmas Eve Worship Service 

        with Holy Communion 11:00 PM 

Wednesday -Christmas Day Worship with  

                       Holy Communion 10:00 AM 

Saturday - Worship 3:00 PM 

 


