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AS WE GATHER: If you are like most people, during these 

weeks leading up to the celebration of Christmas, you have a 

lot of preparing to do. When we think about the preparations 

that need to be made, the list of presents to be bought, cards 

to be mailed, and special events to attend it is almost 

dizzying! We might be surprised to find in today’s Gospel 

reading that John the Baptist highlights the importance of 

preparing. However, the preparations John has in mind may 

not be the same ones on the forefront of our minds this time 

of year. Fulfilling Isaiah’s prophecy, John’s voice cries out 

“Prepare the way of the Lord; make His paths straight” 

(Matthew 3:3). John’s call to prepare is a call to repent. 

During this Advent, we ask that the Lord fulfill this essential 

preparation of repentance in our lives, as He turns our hearts 

away from sin to our Savior.  

 

PRAYER BEFORE WORSHIP: O Lord our God, Your 

written Word gives us endurance and encouragement for our 

time of waiting and preparation. Grant that we may also look 

to the Word made flesh so that we abound in hope through 

His life lived and given for us; through Jesus Christ, Your 

Son, our Lord. Amen. 

  

THE DIVINE SERVICE 

 

Essential Preparation 
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ENTRANCE HYMN “Lo, How a Rose E’er Blooming” LW 

67   

INVOCATION 

 

Pastor: In the name of the Father and of the + Son and of 

the Holy Spirit. 

People: Amen.  

 

OPENING SENTENCES Isaiah 40:3 

 

Pastor: In the wilderness 

People: prepare the way of the LORD; 

 

Pastor: make straight in the desert 

People: a highway for our God. 

  

LIGHTING OF ADVENT CANDLE 

 

Pastor: Jesus Christ is the light of the world, 

People: the light no darkness can overcome. [John 8:12; 

John 1:5] 
  

HYMN “We Light the Advent Candle” Tune: BEREDEN VÄG FÖR 

HERRAN LW 27 

 

We light the Advent candle And wait for Christ to come. 

With hope, we trust the promise That He will bring us 

home. 

Our hope is in our Savior Who wins for us God’s favor. 

We wait with growing light Till God makes all things 

right! 

 

We light the Advent candle And thank the Lord for rest. 

With peace, we know our Jesus Has come to be our guest. 
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This peace beyond all knowing Within our hearts is 

glowing. 

We wait with growing light Till God makes all things 

right! 
Text: Lisa M. Clark. Copyright © 2013 Concordia Publishing House. All rights 

reserved. Used by permission. 

 

THE BAPTISM OF JAKE WILLIAM ECKELKAMP – 

page 199 of LW 

 

HYMN (SUNDAY ONLY) HS 98 843 

 

 Cradling children in His arm,  

Jesus gave His blessing. 

To our babes a welcome warm 

He is yet addressing. 

Take them, Lord, give life anew 

In the living waters! 

Keep them always near to You  

As Your sons and daughters!  

 

CONFESSION and ABSOLUTION 

 

Pastor:      Let us confess our sins to God our Father. 

People: Almighty God, heavenly Father, when John 

the Baptist came preaching in the wilderness, 

he proclaimed, “Repent, for the kingdom of 

heaven is at hand” (Matthew 3:2). We 

humbly ask, O Lord, that You would work 

repentance in our hearts today. With sorrow 

over our sin, we ask that You grant us Your 

Holy Spirit that we may turn from the sin 

that hinders Your kingdom from coming. 

For the sake of Your Son, Jesus Christ, have 

mercy on us, so that we may delight in Your 
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will and walk in Your ways to the glory of 

Your holy name. Amen. 

 

Pastor: “May the God of hope fill you with all joy and 

peace in believing, so that by the power of the 

Holy Spirit you may abound in hope.” Romans 

15:13 

Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son 

to die for you and for His sake forgives you all 

your sins. As a called and ordained servant of 

Christ, and by His authority, I therefore forgive 

you all your sins in the name of the Father and 

of the + Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

People:      Amen.  

 

INTROIT Psalm 105:4–8; antiphon: Isaiah 40:3   

 

Pastor: In the wilderness prepare the way of the LORD;  

     make straight in the desert a highway for our God. 

 

People: Seek the LORD and His strength;  

     seek His presence continually! 

 

Pastor: Remember the wondrous works that He has done,  

     His miracles, and the judgments He uttered, 

 

People: O offspring of Abraham, His servant,  

     children of Jacob, His chosen ones! 

 

Pastor: He is the LORD our God;  

     His judgments are in all the earth. 

 

People: He remembers His covenant forever,  

the word that He commanded, for a thousand 

generations. 
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Pastor: Glory be to the Father and to the Son  

     and to the Holy Spirit; 

 

People:  as it was in the beginning,  

     is now, and will be forever. Amen.  
 

KYRIE   

 

ALL:        Lord have mercy on us,  

Christ have mercy on us,  

Lord have mercy on us  

 

SALUTATION 

 

Pastor: The Lord be with you. 

People: And with Your Spirit. 

 

Pastor: Let us pray. 

 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 

 

Pastor: Stir up our hearts, O Lord, to make ready the 

way of Your only-begotten Son, that by His 

coming we may be enabled to serve You with 

pure minds; through the same Jesus Christ, our 

Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the 

Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

People:     Amen.  

 

OLD TESTAMENT Isaiah 11:1–10 (A shoot from the stump 

of Jesse) 

 

Pastor: This is the Word of the Lord. 

People: Thanks be to God.  
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PSALM Psalm 72:1–7; antiphon: v. 18 (Give the king Your 

justice) 

 

People: Blessèd be the LORD, the God of Israel,  

     who alone does wondrous things. 

 

Pastor: Give the king Your justice, O God,  

     and Your righteousness to the royal son! 

 

Men:  May He judge Your people with righteousness,  

     and Your poor with justice! 

 

Women: Let the mountains bear prosperity for the people,  

     and the hills, in righteousness! 

 

Pastor: May He defend the cause of the poor of the 

people, give deliverance to the children of the 

needy, and crush the oppressor! 

 

Men:  May they fear You while the sun endures, 

and as long as the moon, throughout all 

generations! 

   

Women: May He be like rain that falls on the mown grass,  

     like showers that water the earth! 

 

Pastor: In His days may the righteous flourish,  

     and peace abound, till the moon be no more! 

 

People: Glory be to the Father and to the Son  

     and to the Holy Spirit; 

as it was in the beginning,  

     is now, and will be forever. Amen. 

 

Blessed be the LORD, the God of Israel,  
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     who alone does wondrous things.  

 

EPISTLE Romans 15:4–13 (Christ came for hope) 

 

Pastor: This is the Word of the Lord. 

People: Thanks be to God. 

  

GRADUAL Zechariah 9:9; Psalm 118:26, alt. [May be used 

according to local custom.] 

 

ALL: Rejoice greatly, O daughter of Zion. 

     Shout aloud, O daughter of Jerusalem. 

 

Behold, your king is coming to you; 

     righteous and having salvation. 

 

Blessed is He who comes in the name of the 

Lord. 

     From the house of the Lord we bless You. 

 

HOLY GOSPEL Matthew 3:1–12 (John the Baptist 

prepares the way) 

 

Pastor: The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the 

third chapter. 

People: Glory to You, O Lord. 

 

(The Gospel is read.) 

 

Pastor: This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

People: Praise to You, O Christ. 

 

CREED  - ALL 

 

I believe in God, the Father Almighty, 
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       maker of heaven and earth. 

 

And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, 

       who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 

       born of the virgin Mary, 

       suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

       was crucified, died and was buried. 

       He descended into hell. 

       The third day He rose again from the dead. 

       He ascended into heaven 

       and sits at the right hand of God the Father almighty. 

From thence He will come to judge the living and the        

dead. 

 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

       the holy Christian Church 

       the communion of saints, 

       the forgiveness of sins, 

       the resurrection of the body, 

       and the life + everlasting.  Amen.  

 

HYMN OF THE DAY  “Abound in Hope, My Dearest 

Child” Tune: HERR JESU CHRIST, MEINS LW 477 

 

Abound in hope, my dearest child. 

Despite the storm and tempest wild. 

I am the One who carries you, 

Guards all your steps, and sees you through. 

 

I stood beside you in the fire, 

Lifted you up from lonely mire, 

Shielded you from your enemies, 

Preserved you through all tyrannies. 

 

 



 

10 

I passed the jeering, hateful crowd, 

Quieted taunts of teachers proud, 

Silenced the sky and fearful wave, 

Suffered the cross, your soul to save. 

 

Lo, I am with you to the end 

Though the earth quake and heavens rend. 

Why do you fear? The time grows near. 

I will not rest till you are here. 
Text: Lisa M. Clark. Copyright © 2013 Concordia Publishing House. 

All rights reserved. Used by permission.   

 

SERMON  John’s Message of Judgment and Grace – 

Matthew 3:1-12 

 

PRAYER OF THE CHURCH 

  

LORD’S PRAYER    
  

HYMN “Once He Came in Blessing” LW 30 

 

Pastor: The Lord be with you. 

People: And with Your Spirit. 

 

Pastor: Let us pray. 

 

Pastor: We give thanks to You, almighty God, that You 

have given us a hope, not from ourselves, but 

from You, in Your Holy Word and Sacraments. 

Having received forgiveness, strengthen us to 

share the hope of Christ with the world; through 

Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and 

reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, 

now and forever. 

People: Amen. 
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BENEDICTION 

 

Pastor: May the God of hope fill you with all joy and 

peace in believing, so that by the power of the 

Holy Spirit you may abound in hope. Romans 15:13 

People: Amen.  
 
Creative Worship for the Lutheran Parish, Series A, Part 1. Copyright © 2013 

Concordia Publishing House. 

All rights reserved. Used by permission. 

 

OUR MISSION AND MINISTRY 
 

IN OUR PRAYERS:  We welcome to our family through 

the Sacrament of Holy Baptism here at Ebenezer, little Jake 

William Eckelkamp, son of Doug and Sarah Eckelkamp.  

Jake’s Sponsors are Sarah Beth Brune and Chris Eckelkamp.  

Jake was born on November 14, 2013. 

 

At this time we pray for the sick and recovering members and 

friends of our congregation, especially, Jim Kormeier, 

Albert Bade, Paul Creek, David Door, Brenda Bailey, 

Debbie Donatti, as they receive treatments and battle cancer; 

Rev. Aaron Kotilla, Pastor at Immanuel in Rosebud, who 

has taken a leave of absence for health reasons.  According to 

Your gracious will grant us all that we need to sustain us in 

the day of trouble. 

 

We also remember in our prayers the many friends and shut-

ins of our congregation and neighborhood, especially Lucille 

Brune, Adeline Keune, Eric Hohlt, Delores Roehrs, Ardell 

Wagner, Edna Deppermann, Hulda Althage, Ed Gardner 

Beth Pelster, and all those we remember in our hearts. 

 

Gracious Lord, give to Your Church faithful Pastors, 

Teachers and Leaders who will speak Your Word in its 
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fullness and call to repentance all who sin.  Grant that Your 

good and gracious will may be done among us and through us 

that many would be called to remember our Missionaries, 

Mike and Cindy Rodewald and family, John Strasen in 

Africa and Robin McCoy and her students in Thailand. 

 

 

 

Precious Savior, bring an end to war and violence around the 

world.  Raise up in this nation and in all nations, good and 

wise leaders especially our President, Vice President, our 

Governors, our Judges, Law Enforcement Personnel, our 

Armed Forces who protect us here and throughout the 

world; Relief and Rescue Workers and all our Civil 

Servants.  Grant that they will pursue justice, preserve 

freedom, and protect the weak and unborn. 

 

+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 

 

To our members and guests who are here with us today.  We 

are very glad you are here for worship services on this 

Second Sunday of Advent.  May the Lord refresh you with 

peace and love during our services.  Please join us here at 

Ebenezer again soon!  Please sign the guest register near 

the front entrance with your name, address and Church 

affiliation.  Thank you! 

 

Senior Citizens – Please join us after Church today for the 

Annual Senior Citizens Dinner.  We are looking forward 

to a fun afternoon of food, fellowship, entertainment and a 

“Special Guest.”??? 

 

“Thank You” – to everyone who stayed to help decorate the 

Church for Christmas last Sunday.  We really appreciate all 

the help, we couldn’t have done it without you! 
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Correction – The address that was printed in the December 

Newsletter for Adeline Keune is not correct.  It should be:  

Adeline Keune, Grandview Care Center, Room 313, 201 

Grand Avenue, Washington, MO 63090.  We are sorry about 

the error! 

 

Church’s Snow Policy for Services – From this last 

Tuesday’s Elder’s meeting. Church services at Ebenezer 

will not be canceled for poor weather conditions. Pastor will 

have service for those who will come.  People should use 

extreme caution when coming to church when the roads are 

bad and not come when they feel that it is not safe for them.   

 

We thank everyone who has ordered to Poinsettia for our 

Christmas Season here at Church.  We will have 28 

Poinsettias delivered on December 20
th

.  Please feel free to 

take yours home after the Christmas services if you wish. 

 

Children’s Christmas Program and Practices – The 

children of Ebenezer will lead our Christmas Eve worship at 

7:00 PM on December 24
th

.  We will continue to have 

practices for the service on December 14
th

 and 21
st
 from 9:30 

to 11:00 AM.  All children are welcome to participate! 

 

Contribution Envelopes for 2014 – Members, please pick 

up your 2014 offering envelopes at the Church entrance, if 

you have not already done so.  The accuracy of your 

contribution record depends on your envelope number being 

correct, so be sure to check it, both on the box’s address label 

and the envelopes themselves.  It should be the same as in 

2013.  Also please report any address corrections to Mary 

Sprick. 

 

Please pick up a copy or two of the Advent Devotional 

booklets.  There are also booklets for your Children’s 

Devotion.  These booklets are on the table near the entrance 
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to the Church.  Also please pick up a 2014 Calendar donated 

by Toedtmann and Grosse Funeral Home. 

  

The New Haven Community Choir Concert and House 

Tour will be held today beginning at 3:00 PM at the St. 

Peter’s United Church of Christ located on 607 Maupin 

Street in New Haven.  Please see the poster on the bulletin 

board for more information. 

 

Don’t forget about the Washington Circuit Men’s Retreat 

“Armed For Battle” to be held January 17 & 18, 2014 at 

Camp Trinity and the Washington Circuit Youth 

Gathering (Grades 6 – 12) to be held February 7 & 8, 

2014.  Registration forms are in the holder under the 

bulletin board at the back of Church.   

 

We still have sausage and ribs for sale at $3.50 a package for 

sausage (1 lb.) and $2.75 for ribs.  They are in the freezer in 

the old basement.  Please pay Mary Sprick or Bryan Adams. 

 

Walnuts: We still have black walnuts for sale at $8.00 lb. 

Please contact Margaret or Pastor. Sales will go to support 

Robin, Mike and Cindy, John. 

 

 

Those Serving Today 

Organist Saturday – Laura Nichols 

Organist Sunday – Ruth Marschel 

Choir – “On Jordan’s Bank the Baptist Cry” 

Choir Director – Kathy Scheer 

Head Usher Saturday – Tracey Bade 

Head Usher Sunday – Wilbert Baumann 

Acolytes – Zach Brunkhorst and Katelyn Bopp 

Bell Ringer – Jeff Hohlt 
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Offerings and Attendance 

Thanksgiving Eve Service: 

Thanksgiving Offerings     835.00 

Weekly Contributions -            90.00 

Plate           126.86 

Poinsettias                 40.00 

Sausage Sales         35.00 

                    $1,126.86 

Attendance:  45 

 

November 30 & December 1 Worship: 

Weekly Contributions    1,408.00 

Plate                   40.00 

Sunday School                 20.25 

Poinsettias                  124.00 

Thanksgiving offerings                48.00 

Energy Needs                 20.00 

Cemetery Maintenance                50.00 

             $1,710.25 

Attendance:   

Saturday Worship    21 

Sunday Worship       82 

Sunday School Attendance:  Children   8 

                                                  Adults     20 

 

Advent Worship  December 4
th

, 

Advent Contributions   $211.00 

Plate                   5.00 

Meat Sales                 13.75 

       $229.75 

Attendance:  Morning Worship   9 

Evening Worship      27 
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This Week At Ebenezer 

 

Wednesday - Advent Worship 10:00 AM & 7:30 PM 

   Confirmation 6:30 PM 

Thursday -  Bible Study 10:00 AM and 7:00 PM 

Saturday -  Children’s Christmas Eve Service 

    Practice 9:30 – 11:00 AM 

   Worship with Holy Communion 3:00 PM 

 

 


