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Sermon for the First Sunday 
of Advent    

                          

Your King Comes to You 
One of the struggles that the church has at this time of year 
in western culture is the total commercialization of 
Christmas.  We used to complain that stores put the 
Christmas merchandise on display before Thanksgiving.  
Now they are putting it up before Reformation Day.  Who 
knows how long it will be before December 26 will come 
along and the phrase will be "Only 364 shopping days left 'til 
Christmas." 

Although we are a little bit more restrained in the church, 
there is still the temptation is to see the baby in the manger 
as the end all and be all of Christmas.  It is easy to forget 
that it is God who lies in the manger.  We sing of the Christ 
in our carols and yet we tend to forget what Jesus Himself 

Text: Matthew 21:5 

“Say to Daughter Zion, 
‘See, your king comes to 
you, gentle and riding on a 
donkey, and on a colt, the 

foal of a donkey.’” 
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said about the Christ.  He said, [Luke 24:46] "Thus it is written, 
that the Christ should suffer and on the third day rise from 
the dead."  We tend to forget that when we sing "Christ is 
born of Mary," we are saying that the one who suffered and 
rose on the third day is born of Mary.  When we sing "Christ 
our savior is born," we are saying that the one who suffered 
and rose on the third day, the one who saved us from our sin 
is born.  When the angels appeared to the shepherds, they 
announced the birth of a Savior who is Christ the Lord.  They 
announced the birth of the one who would save us from our 
sin, the one who would suffer and rise on the third day, the 
one who is God.  Even the name we have given to the day, 
Christmas - the mass of Christ - even the name of the day 
points us forward to suffering and resurrection.  When you 
unpack the Biblical account of Jesus' birth, you quickly find 
that His suffering, death and resurrection are already part of 
the account.  

Then we have the season of Advent with its theme of 
coming.  While Advent certainly prepares for the coming of 
Christ at Christmas, that is not the only way that Jesus has 
promised to come to us.  After all, Jesus is God and God is 
the one who was, who is, and who is to come.  Not only 
does Christ come at Christmas, but He is here with His real 
presence now.  He has also promised that He will come 
again at the end to judge the living and the dead.  When 
Christ returns on that last day, all mankind will stand before 
Him and give an account of themselves.  He came in the 
past and He comes to us now so that we will be able to 
stand before Him when He comes on the Last Day.  

Advent is about coming and there is so much more to the 
coming of the Christ than a baby in a manger in Bethlehem.  
That is the reason that the Gospel chosen for this day is so 
helpful.  The account of Jesus coming to Jerusalem reminds 
us that the first coming is not just about a birth, but it is about 
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a perfectly obedient life, a sacrificial death, and the 
assurance of the resurrection.  

Jesus rode into Jerusalem in humble majesty to the praise of 
the Passover pilgrims.  They understood Jesus to be the 
Christ, but they did not yet understand the full meaning of 
His coming.  Jesus knew that He was coming to keep His 
appointment with a cross.  He knew that the next week 
would bring beatings, crucifixion, death and resurrection.  He 
knew that, as He experienced these things, He earned 
forgiveness for all our sins.  That is the reason that He came 
in the past.  

Jesus is the God who was, who is, and who is to come.  He 
has promised to be with us to the close of the age.  He 
comes to us now to offer that forgiveness that He earned for 
us on the cross.  He comes in the word as we read it and 
hear it.  He comes in the wet word of baptism as He puts the 
name of the father, Son, and Holy Spirit on us.  He comes 
into our mouths as His very body and blood accompany the 
bread and wine that we eat and drink.  As He comes to us 
now, He offers forgiveness.  That is the reason that He 
comes to us now in His real presence.  

Jesus is the God who was, who is, and who is to come.  He 
came to earn forgiveness for us.  He comes to offer that 
same forgiveness to us.  He will come again to judge the 
living and the dead.  There are only two ways to appear 
before the judge on that last day.  Either we will have the 
forgiveness that He earned and offered, or we will not.  

If we do not have that forgiveness, then we must show our 
own deeds to the judge.  The Holy Spirit inspired Isaiah the 
prophet to write, [Isaiah 64:6] "All our righteous deeds are like a 
polluted garment."  That means that even when we have one 
of our best days - when everything seems to fall into place - 
when all seems right with the world, our righteous deeds still 
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reek of sin when compared with the holy law of God.  The 
Holy Spirit also caused the Apostle Paul to write, [Romans 3:23] 
"All have sinned and fall short of the glory of God."  If we 
must rely on our own deeds, then we are doomed.  Jesus 
Himself condemned those who refuse the forgiveness that 
He earned and now offers. He said they will hear these 
words, [Matthew 25:41] "Depart from me, you cursed, into the 
eternal fire prepared for the devil and his angels."  

On the other hand, if we have the forgiveness that Jesus 
once earned and now offers, we will have the credit of His 
perfect deeds in our account.  When the judge examines our 
deeds, the sin in our accounts will be gone.  Instead, our 
accounts will be full of the righteousness of Christ - the 
righteousness of His first coming and the righteousness that 
He offers as He comes now.  The judge will examine that 
account and declare us righteous.  Jesus Himself said that 
we will hear these words, [Matthew 25:34] "Come, you who are 
blessed by my Father, inherit the kingdom prepared for you 
from the foundation of the world."  

Jesus is the God who was, who is, and who is to come.  As 
the God who was, He came to earn our forgiveness with his 
death on the cross.  As the God who is, he offers that 
forgiveness to us now in Word and Sacrament.  As the God 
who is to come, He will come to judge the living and the 
dead.  He came in the past and He comes to us now so that 
we will be able to stand before Him in holy righteousness 
when He comes on the Last Day.  

We Christians have a special understanding of the coming of 
the Christ.  We do indeed celebrate the baby in the manger 
in Bethlehem along with the rest of the world.  Unlike the rest 
of the world, we realize that that is not all that there is.  We 
understand that the baby in the manger is also the Savior on 
the cross.  We understand that even though that baby grew 
up to die on a cross, He is, never the less, alive once again.  
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As our living savior, He now offers forgiveness, life, and 
salvation to us.  

As Christians, we especially look forward to the day when 
He will come again.  On that day, this sinful world will pass 
away.  He will make all things new.  There will no longer be 
any sin, or sorrow, or pain, or sickness.  There will be no 
more death.  That day will be the last day for time as we 
know it will end and we shall enter eternity - an eternity 
basking in the loving presence of Almighty God.  

May this season of Advent renew our joy in Jesus Christ, the 
God who came, who comes, and who is to come.  Amen. 

 

 


