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Ebenezer Lutheran Church – Port Hudson 

The Lutheran Church – Missouri Synod 

9100 Highway YY Leslie, Missouri 

Parsonage 573-459-6432              Church 573-459-6431 

Rev. William F. Zastrow, Pastor  

Mary Sprick, Secretary 

ebenezerlutheran@hotmail.com 

ebenezerlutheranchurch.wordpress.com 

 

AS WE GATHER: There are many different questions in 

life. Some are rather inconsequential: “Paper or plastic?” “Do 

you want fries with that?” Other questions are of greater 

importance: “What do you want to be when you grow up?” 

“Will you marry me?” Among all of life’s questions, 

however, there is one that is of the greatest importance. “Who 

is Jesus?” That’s the question that the crowds asked on Palm 

Sunday. As we read in today’s Gospel text, “when He entered 

Jerusalem, the whole city was stirred up, saying, ‘Who is 

this?’” (Matthew 21:10). Consider who you say Jesus is. 

Perhaps the best answer is that Jesus is the Savior of the 

nations and, specifically, your Savior. 

 

PRAYER BEFORE WORSHIP: Lord, God, heavenly 

Father, at His first advent, You sent Your Son, Jesus Christ, 

to be the light of the world. Grant that during this season of 

Advent, we put on the armor of light so that we may live as 

people who are spiritually awake in eager anticipation of our 

Savior’s second advent; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our 

Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one 

God, now and forever. Amen. 

  

THE DIVINE SERVICE  

   

ENTRANCE HYMN  “Lift Up Your Heads, Ye Mighty 

Gates” LW 24  

 

mailto:ebenezerlutheran@hotmail.com
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INVOCATION 

 

Pastor: In the name of the Father and of the + Son and of 

the Holy Spirit. 

People: Amen. 

 

 

OPENING SENTENCES Psalm 122:1–2 

 

Pastor: I was glad when they said to me, 

People: “Let us go to the house of the LORD!” 

 

Pastor: Our feet have been standing  

People: within your gates, O Jerusalem! 

 

 

LIGHTING OF ADVENT CANDLE 

 

Pastor: Jesus Christ is the Light of the world, 

People: the light no darkness can overcome. John 8:12; 

John 1:5 

 

 

HYMN “We Light the Advent Candle” Tune: BEREDEN VÄG FÖR 

HERRAN LW 27 

 

We light the Advent candle And wait for Christ to come. 

With hope, we trust the promise That He will bring us 

home. 

Our hope is in our Savior Who wins for us God’s favor. 

We wait with growing light Till God makes all things 

right! 
Text: Lisa M. Clark. Copyright © 2013 Concordia Publishing House. All rights 

reserved. Used by permission. 
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CONFESSION and ABSOLUTION 

 

Pastor: Lord God, we confess that we have failed to 

“cast off the works of darkness and put on the 

armor of light”(Romans 13:12). Rather than living 

in the light of Christ, we have instead walked in 

the darkness of our sinful flesh, sinning in 

thought, word, and deed. Grant us refuge in 

Your infinite mercy, O God, our heavenly 

Father, for the sake of Christ. 

People: Almighty God, have mercy upon us, forgive 

us our sins, and lead us to everlasting life. 

Amen. 

 

Pastor: “Besides this you know the time, that the hour 

has come for you to wake from sleep. For 

salvation is nearer to us now than when we first 

believed.” Romans 13:11 

Upon this your confession, I, by virtue of my 

office, as a called and ordained servant of the 

Word, announce the grace of God unto all of 

you, and in the stead and by the command of 

my Lord Jesus Christ I forgive you all your sins 

in the name of the Father and of the + Son and 

of the Holy Spirit. 

People:     Amen.  

 

INTROIT Psalm 118:25–28; antiphon: Zechariah 9:9b 

 

Pastor: Behold, your king is coming to you;  

     righteous and having salvation. 

 

People: Save us, we pray, O LORD! 

     O LORD, we pray, give us success! 
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Pastor: Blessed is He who comes in the name of the 

LORD! 

     We bless You from the house of the LORD. 

 

People: The LORD is God, and He has made His light to 

shine upon us.  

Bind the festal sacrifice with cords, up to the 

horns of the altar! 

 

Pastor: You are my God, and I will give thanks to You;  

     You are my God; I will extol You. 

 

All:  Glory be to the Father and to the Son  

     and to the Holy Spirit; 

as it was in the beginning,  

     is now, and will be forever. Amen.   

 

KYRIE   
 

ALL:        Lord have mercy on us,  

Christ have mercy on us,  

Lord have mercy on us  
  

SALUTATION 

 

Pastor: The Lord be with you. 

People: And also with you. 

 

Pastor: Let us pray. 

 

PRAYER OF THE DAY   

 

Pastor: Stir up Your power, O Lord, and come, that by 

Your protection we may be rescued from the 

threatening perils of our sins and saved by Your 
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mighty deliverance; for You live and reign with 

the Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, now 

and forever. 

People: Amen. 

  

OLD TESTAMENT Isaiah 2:1–5 (The Mountain of the 

Lord) 

 

Pastor: This is the Word of the Lord. 

People: Thanks be to God.  

 

PSALM Psalm 122; antiphon: v.6 (Let us go to the house of 

the LORD) 

 

Antiphon 

Pastor: Pray for the peace of Jerusalem! 

People: “May they be secure who love you!” 

 

Psalm 

Pastor: I was glad when they said to me, 

People: “Let us go to the house of the LORD!” 

 

Pastor: Our feet have been standing 

People: within your gates, O Jerusalem! 

 

Pastor: Jerusalem—built as a city 

People: that is bound firmly together, 

 

Pastor: to which the tribes go up, the tribes of the LORD, 

as was decreed for Israel, 

People: to give thanks to the name of the LORD. 

 

Pastor: There thrones for judgment were set, 

People: the thrones of the house of David. 
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Pastor: Pray for the peace of Jerusalem! 

People: “May they be secure who love you! 

 

Pastor: Peace be within your walls 

People: and security within your towers!” 

 

Pastor: For my brothers and companions’ sake 

People: I will say, “Peace be within you!” 

 

Pastor: For the sake of the house of the LORD our God, 

People: I will seek your good. 

 

All: Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the 

Holy Spirit; 

as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be 

forever. Amen. 

 

 EPISTLE Roman 13:8–14 (Fulfilling the Law through love) 

 

Pastor: This is the Word of the Lord. 

People: Thanks be to God. 

 

CHOIR “What Child is This”   

 

 VERSE Psalm 24:7  

 

All: Lift up your heads, O gates! And be lifted up, O 

ancient doors, 

that the King of glory may come in.   

 

HOLY GOSPEL Matthew 21:1–11 (The triumphal entry) 

 

Pastor: The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the 

twenty-first chapter. 

People: Glory to You, O Lord. 
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(The Gospel is read.) 

 

Pastor: This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

People: Praise to You, O Christ. 

 

CREED   
 

All: I believe in one God, 

    the Father Almighty, 

    maker of heaven and earth 

       and of all things visible and invisible. 

 

And in one Lord Jesus Christ, 

    the only-begotten Son of God, 

    begotten of His Father before all worlds, 

    God of God, Light of Light, 

    very God of very God, 

    begotten, not made, 

    being of one substance with the Father, 

   by whom all things were made; 

who for us men and for our salvation came down 

from heaven 

and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the virgin 

Mary 

    and was made man; 

    and was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate. 

    He suffered and was buried. 

And the third day He rose again according to the 

Scriptures 

       and ascended into heaven 

    and sits at the right hand of the Father. 

And He will come again with glory to judge both the 

living and the dead, 

    whose kingdom will have no end. 
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And I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

    the Lord and giver of life, 

    who proceeds from the Father and the Son, 

who with the Father and the Son together is 

worshiped and glorified, 

    who spoke by the prophets. 

And I believe in one holy Christian and apostolic 

Church, 

    I acknowledge one Baptism for the remission of sins, 

    and I look for the resurrection of the dead 

    and the life + of the world to come.  Amen. 

 

HYMN OF THE DAY “Savior of the Nations Come” LW 13 

 

SERMON 

 

OFFERING 

 

OFFERTORY  (LW page 143) 

 

Create in me a clean heart, O God, and renew a right spirit 

within me, Cast me not away from Thy presence; and take not 

Thy Holy Spirit from me. Restore unto me the joy of thy 

salvation; and uphold me with Thy free spirit.  Amen 

 

PRAYER OF THE CHURCH 

  

THE DIVINE SERVICE CONTINUES ON PAGE 170  

 

COMMUNON HYMNS 

“Lo! He Comes with Clouds Descending” LW 15  

         “Ride On, Ride On in Majesty” LW 105 sung to TLH 162 

         “I Come, O Savior, to Your Table LW 242 
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OUR MISSION AND MINISTRY 

 

IN OUR PRAYERS:   At this time we pray for the sick and 

recovering members and friends of our congregation, 

especially, Jim Kormeier, Albert Bade, David Door, 

Brenda Bailey, Debbie Donatti, as they each receive 

treatments and battle cancer; Rev. Aaron Kotilla, Pastor at 

Immanuel in Rosebud, who has taken a leave of absence for 

health reasons.  According to your gracious will, grant us all 

that we need to sustain us in the day of trouble. 

 

We also remember in our prayers the many friends and shut-

ins of our congregation and neighborhood, especially Adeline 

Keune, Lucille Brune, Eric Hohlt, Beth Pelster, Delores 

Roehrs, Ardell Wagner, Ed Gardner, Edna Deppermann, 

Hulda Althage, and all those we remember in our hearts. 

 

Gracious Lord, give to Your Church faithful Pastors, 

Teachers and Leaders who will speak Your Word in its 

fullness and call to repentance all who sin.  Grant that Your 

good and gracious will may be done among us and through us 

that many would be called to remember our Missionaries, 

Robin McCoy and her students in Thailand, Mike and 

Cindy Rodewald and John Strasen in Africa. 

 

Precious Savior, bring an end to war and violence around the 

world.  Raise up in this nation and in all nations, good and 

wise leaders especially our President, Vice President, our 

Governors, our Judges, Law Enforcement Personnel, our 

Armed Forces who protect us here and throughout the 

world; Relief and Rescue Workers and all our Civil 

Servants.  Grant that they will pursue justice, preserve 

freedom, and protect the weak and the unborn. 
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++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 

To our members and guests who are here with us today.  We 

are very glad you are here for worship services on this First 

Sunday of Advent.  May the Lord refresh you with peace 

and love during our services.  Please join us here at 

Ebenezer again soon!  Please sign the guest register near 

the front entrance with your name, address and Church 

affiliation.  Thank you! 

 

Poinsettias – Once again this Christmas season, Poinsettias 

will beautify our Church.  If you would like to place a 

Poinsettia to the glory of God, in memory of a loved one, or 

to honor someone or occasion, please fill out the form on the 

bulletin insert and return to the Church office or give to Mary 

Sprick by today.  We have to let Seitter’s Flower Market 

know by tomorrow (December 2
nd

).  The plants will be $8.00 

each again this year.  The Altar Guild will take care of getting 

the flowers.  You may pick up your Poinsettia after the 

Service on Christmas Day, if you wish.  Thank you! 

 

Decorate Church – We will be decorating Church in 

preparation for Christmas today.  Please join us for a light 

lunch and fun decorating! 

 

The Ladies Aid of Ebenezer would like to invite you to our 

annual Christmas party on Friday, December 6
th

 at 12 

Noon.  Come and join us!  Please bring a nativity scene or an 

ornament that depicts the nativity of our Lord.  We will use 

them as part of our party and program. 

 

The Annual Senior Citizens Dinner will be next Sunday, 

December 8
th

 after Church.  We are looking forward to a 

fun afternoon of food, fellowship, entertainment and a 

“special guest.” 
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Children’s Christmas Program and Practices – The 

children of Ebenezer will lead our Christmas Eve worship at 

7:00 PM on December 24, 2013.  Our service is titled “Jesus 

– God’s Greatest Gift.”  We will have practices for the 

service beginning this coming Saturday, December 7
th

 from 

9:30 to 11:00 AM.  Practices will continue on December 14
th

 

& 21
st
.  All children are welcome to participate! 

 

Sausage and Ribs for sale:  We have sausage and ribs for 

sale at $3.50 a package for sausage (1 lb.) and $2.75 for ribs.  

They are in freezer in the old basement.  Please pay Mary 

Sprick or Bryan Adams. 

 

Contribution Envelopes for 2014 – members please pick up 

your 2014 offering envelopes at the Church entrance. The 

accuracy of your contribution record depends on your 

envelope number being correct, so be sure to check it, both on 

the box’s address label and the envelopes themselves. It 

should be the same as in 2013.  Also please report any 

address corrections to Mary Sprick.  

 

Recycle Update – November has been a great month for our 

recycle for Missionaries Project.  We have added $23.80 for 

recycle aluminum, $38.30 for recycle paper, and $105.00 for 

black walnut sales.  These funds have put us over a balance of 

$1500 that we will be able to send $500.00 to each of our 

three missionaries – Robin McCoy, John Strasen, and Mike 

and Cindy Rodewald.  Our totals for recycling are:  

Aluminum - $4,307.20; Recycle paper - $746.31, and Walnut 

sales $662.55.  Thank you very much for supporting our 

recycle for Missionaries Project. 
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Those Serving Today 

Organist Saturday – Jennifer Huellinghoff 

Organist Sunday – Ruth Marschel 

Choir – “What Child Is This” 

Choir Director – Kathy Scheer 

Head Usher Saturday – Tracey Bade 

Head Usher Sunday – Wilbert Baumann 

Acolytes – Kennedy Siefken and Andrew Inman 

Bell Ringer – Paul Kassebaum 

 

Offerings and Attendance 

Weekly Contributions $1,576.00 

Plate          43.90 

Sunday School          47.41 

Sausage Sales          41.50 

Walnut Sales        105.00 

Poinsettias     8.00 

Recycle Funds          23.80 

Thanksgiving Offerings        31.00 

   $1,876.61 

Attendance: 

Saturday Worship     25 

Sunday Worship        83 

Sunday School Attendance     Children 11 

          Adults 20 
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This Week at Ebenezer 

Tuesday  Elder’s Meeting 7:00 PM 

Wednesday Advent Services 10:00 AM & 7:30 PM 

 Confirmation 6:30 PM 

 Choir 7:00 PM 

Thursday  Bible Study 10:00 AM & 7:00 PM 

Friday Ladies Aid Christmas Party 12:00 Noon 

Saturday Children’s Christmas Eve 

 Service Rehearsal 9:30 – 11:00 AM 

 Worship 3:00 PM 

 

The New Haven Community Choir Concert will be 

held next Sunday, December 8
th

 at 3:00 PM at the E 

& R Church in New Haven. 

 

Please pick up a copy or two of the Advent Devotional 

booklets.  There are also booklets for Children’s 

Devotion.  They are on the tables near the Church 

entrance. 
 


