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AS WE GATHER: Giving thanks should be natural; it 

should not require the designation of a national holiday.  At 

least, that's what our heads say. Our hearts, unfortunately, fail 

to make the connection---all of our good gifts come from God 

the Father. Moses instructed Israel to be thankful as they 

entered the Promised Land; there they would have all they 

needed, unlike their painstaking years in the wilderness. At 

times, when we think that we are in need, hearts are anxious, 

minds are fixated. Paul instructs us in the Epistle to avoid 

anxiety. Prayer provides the opportunity to ask God for those 

things needful.  Then by faith, we believe that God is 

connected to us, understands our wants, and provides our 

needs. From faith, thanksgiving exudes from our hearts and 

minds.  Prayerfully we dare not get trapped into ingratitude 

and apathy like the nine lepers who failed to give thanks to 

the Healer---Jesus Christ.   

 

PRAYER BEFORE WORSHIP: Our Father in heaven, 

hallowed be Your name as we humbly ask You to accept our 

thanks which we offer to Your divine goodness in this 

evening of worship.  And here we present and yield ourselves 

to You, asking that Your kingdom come to us and Your will 

be done among us as true members in the mystical body of 

Your Son, Jesus Christ, so that, in communion with Your 
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whole Church, we may make a pure offering of worship to 

Your name. Amen. 

  

THE DIVINE SERVICE 

 

HYMN "Come, Ye Thankful People, Come" LW 495   

 

INVOCATION 

 

Pastor: In the name of the Father and of the + Son and of 

the Holy Spirit. 

People: We give thanks to the Holy Trinity who alone 

creates, redeems, and sanctifies. Amen.  

 

OPENING SENTENCES Psalm 145:15-16; Psalm 118:1, adapted 

 

Pastor: The eyes of all look to You, O LORD, and You 

give them their food in due season. 

People: Give us this day our daily bread. 

 

Pastor: You open Your hand and satisfy the desire of 

every living thing. 

People: Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done on earth 

as it is in heaven. 

 

Pastor: Oh give thanks to the LORD, for He is good; for 

His steadfast love endures forever. 

People: Thine is the kingdom and the power and the 

glory forever and ever.  

 

CONFESSION and ABSOLUTION 

 

Pastor: In the reading from Deuteronomy, as the Israelites 

were about to enter the Promised Land, Moses 

warned them that, after the rigors of the desert, the 
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abundance they would experience might cause 

them to forget the commandments of the Lord, 

who had brought them to the land of milk and 

honey. 

People: We confess that too often, in this time and in 

this good land, we expect blessings from our 

heavenly Father. For most of our lives we have 

had food on the table, clothes on our backs, and 

roofs over our heads. We stray in our 

complacency and forget His directives. We do 

not always strive to let His kingdom come to us 

or have His will be done among us. Forgive us 

our trespasses, heavenly Father. 

 

Pastor: Even in prison Paul wrote to His brothers and 

sisters in Christ, encouraging them to be thankful 

in all circumstances. 

People: We confess that we let illness, bad weather, and 

economic slumps magnify our anxiety.  Instead 

of hallowing God's name in prayer we rely on 

our own contrived plans and resolute strength 

to strive for the lifestyle we desire. We allow 

ourselves to be led into temptation by society's 

fixation on materialism and success. Forgive us 

our trespasses, heavenly Father. 

 

Pastor: When ten lepers were healed in today's Gospel, 

only one returned thanks to Jesus. 

People: We confess that when we have been delivered 

from evil of any sort, be it of body or soul, 

possessions or reputation, in our self-

centeredness we focus on our sense of relief. 

Instead of returning thanks we are only aware 

of our personal comfort and gain. Forgive us 

our trespasses, heavenly Father. 
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Pastor: Paul was inspired to write, ". . . God will supply 

every need of yours according to His riches in 

glory in Christ Jesus." Philippians 4:19 

Indeed, in Christ, both our daily concerns and 

eternal hopes have been met in the death and 

resurrection of our Lord Jesus. By the grace of 

God we can be certain that these petitions are 

pleasing to our Father in heaven, and are heard by 

Him. As a called and ordained servant of Christ 

and by His authority I therefore forgive you all 

your sins in the name of the Father and of the + 

Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

People: To our God and Father be all glory forever and 

ever. Amen. Philippians 4:20  
  

HYMN OF PRAISE “Now Thank We All Our God” LW 

443 

 

SALUTATION 

 

Pastor: The Lord be with you. 

People: And with Your Spirit. 

 

Pastor: Let us pray.  

 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 

 

Pastor: Almighty God, Your mercies are new every 

morning and You graciously provide for all our 

needs of body and soul. 

People: Grant us Your Holy Spirit that we may 

acknowledge Your goodness, give thanks for 

Your benefits, and serve You in willing 

obedience all our days; 
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Pastor: through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and 

reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now 

and forever. 

People: Amen.  

 

OLD TESTAMENT Deuteronomy 8:1-10 (In the good land 

remember God's fatherly care.) 

 

(The Word is read.) 

 

Pastor: This is the Word of the Lord. 

People: Thanks be to God.  

 

CHOIR "For the Fruits of His Creation"      

 

EPISTLE Philippians 4:6-20 (God will supply every need.) 

 

HYMN “We Praise You, O God” LW 494 

 

HOLY GOSPEL Luke 17:11-19 (Only one leper returns 

thanks.) 

 

Pastor: The Holy Gospel according to St. Luke, the 17th 

chapter. 

People: Glory to You, O Lord. 

 

(The Gospel is read.) 

 

Pastor: This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

People: Praise to You, O Christ. 

 

HYMN OF THE DAY  “Sing to the Lord of Harvest” LW 

493  

 

SERMON 
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CREED Apostles' Creed, First Article and Meaning 

 

People: I believe in God, the Father Almighty, maker of 

heaven and earth. 

 

Pastor: What does this mean? 

People: I believe that God has made me and all 

creatures; that He has given me my body and 

soul, eyes, ears, and all my members, my reason 

and all my senses, and still takes care of them. 

He also gives me clothing and shoes, food and 

drink, house and home, wife and children, land, 

animals, and all I have. He richly and daily 

provides me with all that I need to support this 

body and life. 

He defends me against all danger and guards 

and protects me from all evil. All this He does 

only out of fatherly, divine goodness and mercy, 

without any merit or worthiness in me. For all 

this it is my duty to thank and praise, serve and 

obey Him. 

This is most certainly true.   
 

OFFERING (Thank you to our Ebenezer Mission Society for 

the organizing of the food drive for our food bank in Leslie, 

Missouri.) 

 

OFFERTORY HYMN "Praise and Thanksgiving” LW 403 

 

PRAYERS OF THE CHURCH 

  

LORD'S PRAYER (Matthew 6:9-13) 
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LUTHER’S EVENING PRAYER  

 

All:  I thank You, my heavenly Father, through Jesus 

Christ, Your dear Son, that You have graciously 

kept me this day; and I pray that You would forgive 

me all my sins where I have done wrong, and 

graciously keep me this night. For into Your hands I 

commend myself, my body and soul, and all things. 

Let Your holy angel be with me, that the evil foe may 

have no power over me. Amen 

 

BENEDICTION 

 

Pastor: The peace of God, which surpasses all 

understanding, will guard your hearts and your 

minds in Christ Jesus, and the blessing of almighty 

God, the Father, the + Son, and the Holy Spirit, be 

upon you and remain with you now and forever. 

People: Amen. 

 

CLOSING HYMN “Lord to You Immortal Praise” LW 496 

  
From Creative Worship for the Lutheran Parish, Series C, Part 4. Copyright (c) 

2013 Concordia Publishing House.  

All rights reserved. Used by permission. 

 

Thank You: Thank you to our Ebenezer Mission Society for 

decorating our church for this Thanksgiving Service and for 

all the men and women helping to pack up the food for the 

Leslie Food Bank after the services this evening. 

 

A Blessed Thanksgiving to All 
“Serve the Lord with Gladness!”   

Psalm 100 


