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Funeral Sermon for Mathilde 
Ohse 

 

An Enduring Home 
 Dear family, Barb and Jerry, Betty and Ken, Jenny and 
Bernie, and Ken and Rose and dear family and friends: 

Coming here to God’s house at Ebenezer Lutheran Church 
for your mother, grandmother, great grandmother’s funeral is 
an emotional packed experience bubbling with all types of 
emotions.  

1. We are thankful that the Lord took to himself 
Mathilde from her long sickness and horrible pain of 
arthritis. 

2. We are thankful for the 91 years of life blessing us 
with her presence in our lives. 

3. We are thankful for having a great mother, 
grandmother, great grandmother, mother-in-law, 
sister and friend. 

Text: 2 Corinthians 15:1 
 

For we know that if the earthly 
tent we live in is destroyed, we 
have a building from God, an 
eternal house in heaven, not 

built by human hands. 
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4. We are thankful for enduring faith in her Savior, 
Jesus Christ that was evident in all aspects of her 
life.  

But then there is the opposite side of the coin.  

1. The emptiness of Mathilda’s absence in our lives. 

2. The saying good-bye even for a little while as we 
make our life without her. 

3. The guilt of maybe saying something or visiting her 
more while she was with us. 

4. Memories that make us smile but the hurt that it is 
just a memory. 

Your thoughts and memories are precious as I have mine as 
her pastor.  We have more than memories but assurances 
from our Lord that leaves no doubt that Mathilde is with 
Jesus.  Christ in all of his fullness as God and Man is with us 
today in full fellowship to fill us with his love and grace. 

I picked this text, which coincidently was Mathilde’s 
confirmation text, to assure you dear family of God’s love 
and mercy that will never leave us. 

 

For we know that if the earthly tent we live in is destroyed, 
we have a building from God, an eternal house in heaven, 
not built by human hands. 2 Corinthians 5:1 

 

Mathilde’s earthly tent was being destroyed by age and 
arthritis.  Aging and dying is not part of God’s plan.  It came 
because of Sin. How sad it is for those who have no hope in 
the forgiveness, the resurrection of the body and the life 
everlasting. 
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Interesting that we are talking tents here, since Mathilde’s 
working life was at Kellwood working with tents. I guess that 
is why I chose this text. 

This passage refers back to the Old Testament when God 
journeyed with the children of Israel from the day they left 
Egypt to the Promised land in a tent or a Tabernacle. God 
was with them where ever they went.  Not only was he in the 
cloud by day and fire at night leading them but also in the 
midst of the Tent (Tabernacle) in the Holy of Holys. 

This was the assurance that Lord was in their midst.  Though 
the tent of Mathilde was being worn and torn their remained 
in her an eternal building from God, from heaven, not built by 
human hands.  It was the same presence of God that was 
with Israel in all their journeys. 

That tent was journeyed first by Christ.  In John 1:1 we read: 

In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with 
God, and the Word was God. And we read in John 1:16 
what happened to this Word: The Word became flesh and 
made his dwelling (tent or tabernacle) among us. We 
have seen his glory, the glory of the one and only Son, 
who came from the Father, full of grace and truth. 

This is Jesus Christ that came to earth not to just mend and 
patch our tent but to dwell us and pay the price for a new 
tent through his suffering and death on the cross. He 
defeated our sin, our sickness and death and rose gloriously 
on the third Day and promised that He would also be with his 
children until the end of this earth. He is still tenting with us. 

By grace God called Mathilde in the waters of her holy 
baptism.  At that time in 1922 God tented with Mathilde 
wherever she may have travled. St. Paul said in I 
Corinthians 6 Do you not know that your bodies are 
temples of the Holy Spirit, who is in you, whom you 
have received from God? You are not your own; you 
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were bought at a price. God’s temple is within Mathilde 
bought and paid for by the precious blood of Jesus.   

By God’s underserved love Mathilde as St. Peter states in 
his first letter chapter 3. “As you come to him, the living 
Stone—rejected by humans but chosen by God and 
precious to him— you also, like living stones, are being 
built into a spiritual house to be a holy priesthood, 
offering spiritual sacrifices acceptable to God through 
Jesus Christ.”   

With that heavenly house that was within a tent that would 
wear away came the solid building of heaven that showed 
forth in loving service to her faithful husband Bill, to her 
family and to her church. All by God’s grace.   

Within Mathilde was a heavenly building that would not wear 
out.  It was not something that was put on lay away to be 
used only when she got to heaven but throughout her life.  It 
was Christ the Solid Rock that was built within her.   

 

 

   


