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AS WE GATHER: There are two paths through life: the 

broad way, which seems easy, and the narrow way, which at 

times appears so difficult. But the latter path is the one in 

which God disciplines us, keeping us close to Him and aimed 

at entering heaven through Jesus, the Narrow Door. Our Lord 

took the tortuous path to the cross so that we might enter the 

eternal banquet as His brothers and sisters. We pray that God 

will use Word and Sacrament to keep us on the narrow way to 

be with Him forever. 

  

PRAYER BEFORE WORSHIP: O Lord, we find ourselves 

on a pilgrimage, intent on arriving in heaven by Your grace. 

Guide us for the journey with Your Word and Sacraments so 

that we continually walk only in the path that leads to eternal 

through Your Son, Jesus Christ---the Narrow Door, who lives 

and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and 

forever. Amen. 

 

+ PREPARATION + 

 

RINGING OF THE BELL 

 

INVOCATION 

 

mailto:ebenezerlutheran@hotmail.com
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Pastor: In the name of the Father and of the + Son and of 

the Holy Spirit. 

People: Amen. 

 

OPENING SENTENCES 

 

Pastor: People will come from east and west, and from 

north and south, 

People: and recline at table in the kingdom of God. Luke 

13:29 
 

Pastor: Strive to enter through the narrow door.  

People: Many will seek to enter and will not be able. 
Luke 13:24, adapted 
  

CONFESSION and ABSOLUTION 

 

Pastor: By ourselves in our fallen condition, we would not 

be able to enter. But for Jesus' sake, God offers 

forgiveness, free and full. Let us therefore confess 

our sins. 

 

(Silence for reflection on the Word of God and for self-

examination.) 

 

Pastor: Most merciful God, 

People: we confess that we have taken Your Son's 

sacrifice for granted. We have assumed that 

heaven's gate is wide open for us. Worse, at 

times we have thought that we deserved to be 

admitted. Forgive us. When You have 

disciplined us as the loving Father You are, we 

have failed to trust that it was for our own 

good. We have complained and rebelled. 

Forgive us. We have not striven for peace with 

everyone; we have not seen each other as those 
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for whom Christ died. Forgive us, and help us 

to make straight paths, walking in Your ways to 

the glory of Your holy name. Amen. 

 

Pastor: You have not come to a fearful place, as did 

Moses nearing Mount Sinai, but "you have come 

to Mount Zion and to the city of the living God, 

the heavenly Jerusalem . . . and to Jesus, the 

mediator of a new covenant." Hebrews 12: 22a, 24a  

By the sacrifice of His body and blood He has 

forgiven all our sins. The gate to the heavenly 

banquet is open to all who enter through Him. As a 

called and ordained servant of Christ and by His 

authority I therefore forgive you all your sins in 

the name of the Father and of the + Son and of the 

Holy Spirit. 

People: Amen. 

 

INTROIT (spoken in Unison – see bulletin insert) 

 

KYRIE  

 

Pastor: Lord Jesus Christ, Son of God, 

People: have mercy on me a sinner. 

 

Pastor: Lord Jesus Christ, Son of God, 

People: have mercy on me a sinner. 

 

Pastor: Lord Jesus Christ, Son of God, 

People: have mercy on me a sinner. 

  

+ WORD + 

 

HYMN OF PRAISE "Open Now Thy Gates of Beauty" LW 

198  
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SALUTATION 

 

Pastor: The Lord be with you. 

People: And also with you. 

 

Pastor: Let us pray.  

 

PRAYER OF THE DAY   

 

Pastor: O Lord, You have called us to enter Your kingdom 

through the narrow door. 

People: Guide us by Your Word and Spirit, and lead us 

now and always into the feast of Your Son, 

Jesus Christ, 

Pastor: who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, 

one God, now and forever. 

People: Amen. 

  

OLD TESTAMENT Isaiah 66:18-23  (The Lord promises to 

bring His people home; people from many nations shall join 

them.) 

 

(The Word is read.) 

 

Pastor: This is the Word of the Lord. 

People: Thanks be to God.  

 

HYMN “Come, Follow Me, Said Christ, the Lord” LW 379 

 

EPISTLE Hebrews 12:4-24 (25-29) (The Lord disciplines 

those He loves as a father disciplines his children.) 

 

(The Word is read.) 

 

Pastor: This is the Word of the Lord. 



 

6 

People: Thanks be to God.  

 

VERSE Luke 13:29 

 

Pastor: Alleluia. People will come from east and west, and 

from north and south, 

People: and recline at table in the kingdom of God. 

Alleluia. 

  

HOLY GOSPEL Luke 13:22-30 (Only those entering the 

heavenly banquet by the narrow door will be able to enter.) 

 

Pastor: The Holy Gospel according to St. Luke, the 

thirteenth chapter. 

People: Glory to You, O Lord. 

 

(The Gospel is read.) 

 

Pastor: This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

People: Praise to You, O Christ.  

 

CATECHESIS The Second Article-Redemption 

 

All:  And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, who 

was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin 

Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, 

died and was buried. He descended into hell. The 

third day He rose again from the dead. He ascended 

into heaven and sits at the right hand of God the 

Father Almighty. From thence He will come to judge 

the living and the dead. 

 

All: I believe that Jesus Christ, true God, begotten of the 

Father from eternity, and also  
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true man, born of the virgin Mary, is my Lord, who 

has redeemed me, a lost and condemned person, 

purchased and won me from all sins, from death, 

and from the power of the devil; not with gold or 

silver, but with His holy, precious blood and with His 

innocent suffering and death, that I may be His own 

and live under Him in His kingdom and serve Him in 

everlasting righteousness, innocence, and 

blessedness, just as He is risen from the dead, lives 

and reigns to all eternity. This is most certainly true.  

  

HYMN OF THE DAY "You Are the Way; through You 

Alone" LW 283   

 

SERMON 

 

OFFERING  

 

OFFERTORY HYMN STANZA "We Praise You, O God"   

LW 494  

  

We praise You, O God, our Redeemer, Creator;  

In grateful devotion our tribute we bring. 

We lay it before You, we kneel and adore You;  

We bless Your holy name, glad praises we sing.  

  

PRAYER OF THE CHURCH  
 

LORD'S PRAYER (Matthew 6:9-13) 

 

Pastor: Lord, remember us in Your kingdom and teach us 

to pray: 

 

Our Father who art in heaven, 

hallowed be Thy name, 
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Thy kingdom come, 

Thy will be done on earth 

as it is in heaven; 

give us this day our daily bread; 

and forgive us our trespasses 

as we forgive those  

who trespass against us; 

and lead us not into temptation, 

but deliver us from evil. 

For Thine is the kingdom 

and the power and the glory 

forever and ever. Amen.  

 

COLLECT  

  

Pastor: Blessed Lord, You have caused all Holy Scriptures 

to be written for our learning. Grant that we may 

so hear them, read, mark, learn, and inwardly 

digest them that, by patience and comfort of Your 

holy Word, we may embrace and ever hold fast the 

blessed hope of everlasting life; through Jesus 

Christ, our Lord. 

People: Amen. 

 

BENEDICTION 

 

Pastor: May our heavenly Father, who created you, bless 

you;  

may our Lord Jesus, who opened heaven to you, 

bless you;  

may the Holy Spirit, who has worked faith in your 

heart, bless you now and forever. 

People: Amen.  
 

HYMN “Just As I Am” LW  359 
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+++++++++++++++++++++++++ 

Great Physician of Body and Soul, we pray for the sick, the 

injured, and all who suffer, especially – Babs Kormeier and 

Dorris Bade as they each recover from a broken hip; David 

Door, Brenda Bailey and Debbie Donatti as they each fight 

cancer; Darleen Edwards, who was just diagnosed with 

breast cancer; Beth Pelster, who is still recovering from 

surgery; John Frye and Eric Hohlt, who have been 

hospitalized; Edna Deppermann, who has pneumonia.  

Grant them healing and strength to endure their afflictions. 

 

We also remember in prayer the many friends and shut-ins in 

our congregation – Lucille Brune, Edna Deppermann, 

Paula Sprick, Adeline Keune, Delores Roehrs, Hulda 

Althage, Wilma Helling, Yvonne Gleitz, Mathilde Ohse, 

Ed Gardner Ardell Wagner and all those we remember in 

our hearts. 

 

King of Kings, guide and protect all who are entrusted with 

authority over our Nation and State, especially President 

Obama, our Governor, Jay Nixon, as well as our 

Legislators, Judges, Law Enforcement Personnel, Relief 

and Rescue Workers and all Civil Servants.  Grant that 

your good and gracious will may be done among us and 

through us that many would be called to remember our 

Missionaries, that we help support – Robin McCoy, in 

Thailand John Strasen and Mike and Cindy Rodewald in 

Africa. 

 

+++++++++++++++++++++++ 

 

To our members and guests who are here with us today, we 

are very glad you are here for worship services on this 

Fourteenth Sunday after Pentecost.  May the Lord refresh 

you with peace and love during our services.  Please join us 
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here at Ebenezer again soon!  Please sign the guest register 

near the front of the entrance with your name, address and 

Church affiliation. 

 

CORRECTION – A mistake was made in last Sunday’s 

bulletin – The Venture Crew will be meeting this 

afternoon at 4:00 PM  (not Saturday) for a meeting and 

Back to School Party.  Hope the youth can join us!! 

 

Orphan Grain Train Collection – Sincere thanks to 

everyone for their generous donations of embroidery floss, 

hoops, and unfinished projects.  The collection will be 

delivered this week to Dorothy Schaser of Orphan Grain 

Train for the next shipment to Uganda. 

 

Sunday School Rally Pot Luck – The Thrivent group will 

sponsor a potluck on Sunday, September 8, 2013 after Church 

for the Sunday School families.  Everyone is invited.  

Thrivent will provide the meat and everyone is asked to bring 

a side dish or dessert to share.  After the meal we will have 

the opportunity to make some new items for Robin McCoy to 

use in her ministry.  Plan to join us for a food, fellowship and 

a mission project! 

 

Ebenezer Mission Society met this past Monday evening.  

Here are some dates to put on your calendar for September:  

September 9 – make rice warming bags for Mercy Hospital 

Labor and Delivery. 

September 15 – Annual Cookie Sale.  Proceeds will be 

donated to Feed 500 – Orphan Grain Train.  More dates and 

information will be in the September newsletter. 

 

We will be doing a September Newsletter this coming week.  

Please have your articles/items to Mary by Tuesday, August 

27
th

!!   Thank you. 
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Here is an address for Darleen Edwards if you would like 

to send her a card or words of encouragement: 

Darleen Edwards 

6 Piepers Glen Ct. 

O’Fallon, MO 63366 

 
Those Serving Today 

Organist Saturday – Laura Nichols 

Organist Sunday – Ruth Marschel 

Head Usher Saturday – Tracey Bade 

Head Usher Sunday – Lee Kassebaum 

Altar Guild – Marilyn Bade and Bonnie Gardner 

Acolytes – Katelyn Bopp and Zach Brunkhorst 

Bell Ringer – Paul Kassebaum 

 

Offerings and Attendance 

Weekly contributions  $ 1,554.00 

Plate             76.00 

Sunday School           14.70 

Sausage Sales           17.50 

Lutheran Witness             5.00 

     $ 1,667.20 

 

Attendance: 

Saturday Worship      23 

Sunday Worship         86 

Sunday School                       Children    5 

                                                 Adults      17 
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This Week at Ebenezer 

 

Tuesday  Education and Sunday School Teachers 7:00 PM 

Thursday   Bible Study 10 AM and 7 PM 

Saturday  Worship 5 PM 

 

 

Please remember our ongoing collection for the Leslie Food Pantry.  

Please bring non-perishable items to Church and put them on the 

table at the back of Church.  Thank you! 

 

 

Something else to remember – Wheels for the World – 
continues to collect used or broken wheelchairs/parts and metal 

walkers/canes/or crutches.  If you have any of these items, you may call 
us to have someone pick them up.  Wheelchairs are used to provide 

mobility to people in foreign countries who could otherwise not afford to 

purchase them.  You are also giving them the opportunity to hear the 
gospel.  We appreciate your help in this ministry.  Call Dan or Kathy 

(Groppe) Walther, Area Reps for Wheels for the World at 636-239-6530.  

This is an ongoing program so please keep our number so you can call or 

refer others to us in the future. 

We thank you for helping us in this way.  If you have any questions, 

please give us a call. 

 

 

 


