
 1 

Sermon for Pentecost 

  

Written Law versus Spiritual 
Law 

After God led the children of Israel out of Egypt, they arrived 
at Mount Sinai. There, God gave them the Law through 
Moses. 

But on the day of Pentecost after Jesus had ascended, the 
Holy Spirit came and gave the Church a new, spiritual law. 

So it is good to give a little instruction concerning the 
difference between the giving of the literal law to the Jews 
and the giving of the spiritual law. 

First, the written law was commanded by God.  Its domain is 
to kill, and it ruled a dead people.  With dead hearts men 
could not sincerely observe the commandments of God.  If 
every individual was left to do as he pleased, not one would 

Text: Acts 2:17-18 

“‘In the last days, God says, I 
will pour out my Spirit on all 
people. Your sons and 
daughters will prophesy, your 
young men will see visions, 
your old men will dream 
dreams. Even on my servants, 
both men and women, I will 
pour out my Spirit in those 
days, and they will prophesy. 
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choose to be controlled by the Law. 

Human nature is conscious of the fact that while it prefers to 
follow its own inclinations, it is forced to do otherwise.  Our 
nature is conscious of obeying unwillingly.  Because of the 
punishment men fear, they soon become enemies of God; 
they feel themselves sinners, unable to stand before God.  
Indeed, they would rather there were no God.  We see, 
therefore, how the Law can make no one righteous. 

The other law is spiritual.  We learn that the Holy Spirit 
descended from heaven and filled all the disciples, and they 
appeared with parting, fiery tongues and preached so boldly 
and with power that all men were filled with amazement.  
Through this preaching, the Spirit is poured into men's 
hearts, making them different beings who love and willingly 
obey God.  They became new creatures, possessing 
altogether different minds.  Understanding, will and heart 
burn and delight in whatever is acceptable to God. 

This is the true distinction between the written law of God 
and the spiritual.  From this we learn the work of the Holy 
Spirit in the Church, and how He is received in the heart.  
The Holy Spirit descends and fills the hearts of the disciples.  
He puts the fiery Gospel upon their tongues, and inflames 
them with love for free and fearless boldness in preaching 
Christ.  He creates a new heart, so that man may rejoice 
before God, filled with love for Him and ready to serve his 
fellow men gladly. 

The Spirit changes and renews the heart through preaching 
Jesus Christ the Lord, as Christ says: "When the Comforter 
is come, whom I will send unto you from the Father, even the 
Spirit of truth, who proceeds from the Father, He shall bear 
witness of Me."  The Holy Spirit declares that since no man 
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can through the Law be made righteous, but must become 
more unrighteous, God sent His own beloved Son to shed 
His Blood and die for our sins. 

It is not enough simply that Christ be preached; the Word 
must be believed.  Therefore God sends the Holy Spirit to 
impress the preaching upon the heart-to make it stick and 
live there.  Certainly Christ accomplished all-took away our 
sins and overcame every obstacle, so that we have become, 
through Him, lords over all things.  But the treasure is not 
distributed and applied everywhere.  Before we can enjoy it, 
the Holy Spirit comes and communicates it, giving us faith.  
To everyone who hears, grace is offered through the Gospel. 

Now, with the belief that God has come to our rescue and 
given us this priceless blessing, inevitably the human heart 
must be filled with joy and with gratitude to God, and must 
exultingly cry: "Dear Father, since it is Your will to manifest 
toward me inexpressible love and faithfulness, I will love You 
sincerely, and willingly do what is pleasing to You." 

The believing heart does not fear being cast into hell as it did 
before the Holy Spirit came, when it was conscious of no 
love, no goodness, no faithfulness on God's part, but only 
wrath and displeasure.  But once the Holy Spirit impresses 
the heart with God's good will and graciousness towards it, 
the resulting joy and confidence will compel it to do and 
suffer for God's sake whatever necessity demands. 

So the Holy Spirit's mission is to present to us the priceless 
Christ, and to reveal all His blessings to us through the 
Gospel.  When we are aware of this work of the Spirit, 
naturally we say: "If our works avail nothing, and the Holy 
Spirit alone must accomplish our salvation, then why burden 
ourselves with works and laws?" By the doctrine of the Spirit, 
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all human works and laws are excluded.  So the Spirit-taught 
individual understands the Scriptures better than a person 
occupied only with the Law. 

Be careful, therefore, not to regard the Holy Spirit as a Law-
maker, but as proclaiming to your heart the Gospel of Christ 
and setting you so free from the literal law that not a letter of 
it remains, except to serve the preaching of the Gospel. 

Here we should know that in one sense all is not 
accomplished when the Holy Spirit is received.  The 
possessor of the Spirit is not at once entirely pure in all 
respects.  There is no individual perfect in righteousness and 
happiness, devoid of sin and sorrow, serving all men with 
pleasure. 

The Scriptures make plain the Holy Spirit's office: to liberate 
from sin and terror.  But the Christian must, in some 
measure, still feel sin in his heart and experience the terrors 
of death; he is affected by whatever disturbs other sinners.  
While unbelievers are so deep in their sins as to be 
indifferent, believers are keenly conscious of their sins; but 
Christians are supported by the Holy Spirit, who consoles 
and strengthens them. 

It is of no significance that we feel evil lusts, provided we try 
to resist them.  One must not go by his feelings and consider 
himself lost if he has sinful desires.  At the same time he 
must, so long as life lasts, contend with the sins he sees in 
himself.  He must unceasingly groan to be relieved of them, 
and must permit the Holy Spirit to operate in him.  Believers 
continually groan after holiness.  But they have a blessed 
Listener-the Holy Spirit.  He hears our longing after purity, 
and sends our conscience divine comfort. 
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See that the Holy Spirit is given only to the anxious and 
distressed heart.  Only there can the Gospel profit us and 
produce fruit.  The heart must recognize and feel its 
wretchedness and its inability to free itself. 

But out of fear and discouragement and despair, we are 
raised up.  In our faintheartedness, the Holy Spirit descends 
upon us from heaven, impressing Christ upon our hearts 
until we know Him, and through Him, the Father.  Then our 
hearts are comforted, strengthened and filled with joy.  In 
this way, the promise of Pentecost is fulfilled among us. 

In the Name of this one true God, Father, Son, and Holy 
Ghost.  Amen. 


