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Sermon for 3
rd

 Midweek 
Service in Lent  

 

 

Awake at Night 

What keeps you “awake at night”? Maybe you sleep soundly, 
and nothing keeps you up—not worry, not fret, not storms or 
wind or rain. “I can sleep through anything,” you boast. Good 
for you! Really, good for you! It’s a blessing that you can get 
the rest you need for the day ahead. For most of us, who 
can’t make such a boast, there are a whole host of concerns 
that keep us awake at night—a child adrift, a marriage in 
crisis, a job in jeopardy, words said that shouldn’t have been 
said or should have been said, money shortfalls, and the list 
expands, not shortens, as we grow older. For burdens like 
this, how welcome to know that, like God’s own Son, 

Text: Luke 6:12-16 

One of those days Jesus went 
out to a mountainside to pray, 
and spent the night praying to 
God. When morning came, he 
called his disciples to him and 
chose twelve of them, whom 
he also designated apostles: 
Simon (whom he named 
Peter), his brother Andrew, 
James, John, Philip, 
Bartholomew, Matthew, 
Thomas, James son of 
Alphaeus, Simon who was 
called the Zealot, Judas son of 
James, and Judas Iscariot, 
who became a traitor. 
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WE HAVE FELLOWSHIP WITH THE FATHER ANDTHE 
INVITATION TO PRAY EVEN ALL THROUGH THE 

NIGHT. 

So it was, that the Son was in fellowship with the Father all 
through the night: “In these days [Jesus] went out to the 
mountain, and all night he continued in prayer to God” 
(v 12). What was keeping our Lord awake at night? 

In the verses immediately preceding this text is the story of 
Jesus healing a man with a withered hand on the Sabbath; 
the scribes and Pharisees “were filled with fury and 
discussed with one another what they might do to Jesus” (v 
11). Surely all of that was on his mind, enough to keep him 
awake at night. 

But there was more, infinitely more. He had to make a 
decision: of all the people who were following after him, 
perhaps more than a hundred, many of them disciples who 
wanted to learn from Jesus and who called him “Teacher” or 
“Rabbi,” he needed to identify twelve, whom he named 
“apostles.” There was a lot at stake here; an apostle is more 
than a disciple—a disciple is a student; an apostle is a “sent 
one.” The apostles would be eyewitnesses to Jesus’ death 
and to his resurrection, and they would be the primary 
proclaimers of his Lordship. They would tell the story of 
salvation, that God promised to send the world a Savior, and 
his name was Jesus of Nazareth; and there was Calvary—
that this Savior would pay for the sins of all through his own 
suffering and death on the cross; and there was Easter—that 
death could not hold Jesus captive, that victory and life 
forever would be given to all who believe and confess Jesus 
as Lord. The apostles would experience Pentecost and then 
they would organize what would be called “Church.” Almost 
all of them would suffer martyrdom for the sake of the 
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Gospel. They would have to be courageous, articulate, and 
know the meaning of servanthood. 

Did the rest of the disciples know this was coming when 
Jesus called them together? Were the men named a 
foregone conclusion, or were there some surprises? For 
sure, nobody there—except the Lord himself—knew what 
was in store for them. 

One by one, he called them by name: Simon Peter and his 
brother Andrew, James and his brother John, Philip, 
Bartholomew (also known as Nathanael), Matthew, Thomas, 
James the son of Alphaeus, Simon (a zealot, of all things), 
and two men named Judas, one of them from Iscariot, who 
became a traitor. 

Why Judas? The Lord only knows! But we can be sure that 
Jesus loved him no less than the others.  

Fast-forward to Luke’s account at the beginning of Acts. 
After they had witnessed the ascension of our Lord into 
heaven, the apostles returned to Jerusalem to an upper 
room. I wonder if they knew what they had signed up for, 
and I wonder if they were thinking that Jesus would come 
back to them sooner rather than later, as he had promised. 
No wonder that they followed their Lord’s example and 
“devoted themselves to prayer.” They had a lot for which to 
pray: understanding, boldness, humility, replacing Judas as 
one of the Twelve. 

We began this message with exploring what keeps us awake 
at night. I’d like to add something more—namely, what it 
means for us to be disciples, what it means to be a baptized 
child of God, what it means to follow Jesus, what it means to 
be sent out with a message of grace, what it means to have 
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a slate of sins wiped clean just as surely as the dawning of a 
new day, what it means to be empowered by the Spirit, what 
it means to be with the Lord in prayer and so in fellowship 
with the Father. 

That makes reading Psalm 121 very special: “He who 
keeps you will not slumber. Behold, he who keeps Israel 
will neither slumber nor sleep” (vv 3–4). God doesn’t have 
“hours,” and God doesn’t sleep through the night! He 
watches over you, and he’s there to listen to your prayers 
and thoughts. He hears your silent tears and your grieving 
heart, and he will not drift from you no matter what is the 
endless hour. He promises to greet you in the morning and 
to watch over your coming and your going now and 
forevermore. Through his Word, our God made that promise 
at your Baptism, and our great God doesn’t break promises. 

There are not enough hours in the day—or the night—to 
ponder all the things that keep us awake. But for sure we 
know that the Lord will watch over our coming and our going 
both now and forevermore. 

In the name of the Father and of the † Son and of the Holy 
Spirit. Amen. 

 


