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Sermon for Gerald Groce 

 

Have No Fear 

Dear Lydia, Judy, Dennis, and family.  Have no fear.  This 
may sound like a strange subject for a funeral service of 
such a fine Christian man as your husband and father.  In all 
my visits to Gerald not a time did I sense fear in him.  
Gerald was a strong man set in his ways and had his own 
ideas, and fear was not one of them. He faced death with 
courage and faith in His Savior Jesus Christ.   

There was no fear in Gerald because he was surrounded by 
love.  He had the love of his beloved wife, Lydia, and his 
dear children, Judy and Dennis, and grandchildren.  Most of 
all Gerald was surrounded in the love of Jesus.  He made 
sure of that with his regular devotional life and regular 
church attendance and reception of the Lord’s Supper.  With 
all that love he experienced the words of St. John (1 John 
4:18). 

There is no fear in love. But perfect love drives out fear, 
because fear has to do with punishment. The one who 

Text: Luke 12:32 
Do not be afraid, little flock, for 
your Father has been pleased 
to give you the kingdom. 
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fears is not made perfect in love. 

Jerry had perfect love. 

Our Lord speaks about fears that people have everyday. We 
don’t talk so much about fear today, but of worry. We worry 
about many things. Where there is smoke, there’s fire, and 
where there is worry, there is fear. With a loved one that is 
very sick worries come very naturally.  Was Gerald receiving 
the all the right care?  Were we doing enough for him?  Are 
we doing right by Gerald when he would not say one way or 
the other?  Did I spend enough time with him?  The list 
could go on and on.  

Our biggest problem is that we fear the wrong things. Jesus 
tells us not to worry about our lives. Money, health, family 
problems, these are easy for God to handle. Look at the 
birds, they don’t have any property, and look how God cares 
for them. Even the grass is green in the summer heat. How 
much more important to him are you? So don’t worry about 
these things. There is something far worse that poverty, 
sickness, or accident that can happen to you.  

Earlier in his sermon Jesus said, "Do not fear those who kill 
the body, and after that have no more that they can do to 
you. Fear him, who, after He has killed, has power to cast 
into hell." (LK12:4) Most people today have never heard this 
passage, or if they have, they have forgotten it. That is 
because there is little fear of God shown anymore. The 
name of God has always been taken in vain, but today it is 
the rare conversation where the phrase, "O my God" is 
absent. People use God’s name to make a personal profit 
through television and mail. One sees little difference in the 
moral character of Christians and non Christians. We are 
taught not to fear God. He is depicted as a loving, all 
forgiving nice guy who has some good intentions for us to 
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follow, but won’t press conformance on anyone. 

This is not the Jesus who speaks in Luke Chapter 12. "Do 
not fear those who kill the body, and after that have no more 
that they can do to you. Fear him, who, after He has killed, 
has power to cast into hell." This is why the Catechism 
seems so odd to us when we are taught to say, "We should 
fear, love, and trust in God above all things." We have 
forgotten what the fear of God is all about. Fearing God 
means knowing that He is in your Master. He is the one who 
made you. He has been speaking to you, and you haven’t 
been listening. He is coming again, and his fury is going to 
make D-Day look like a day at the ballpark. So Jesus is 
saying, don’t be afraid of what the world will do to you. Fear 
God, and seek his mercy on your soul. That is what Gerald 
did, he feared God. 

God has shown mercy in giving His Son as our Savior. 
Therefore we savor the words of Jesus, "Do not Fear, little 
flock, for it is your Father’s good pleasure to give you the 
kingdom."  

Here we have the answer to the one thing we should be 
afraid of. Jesus has reached down to us and given the 
kingdom of heaven to us. It is not a deed or title on paper 
we can hold in our hand. It is not a credit card in our wallet. 
The kingdom of God is given to us by faith, that is, we 
believe that we are terrible, sinful people, but also that 
Jesus has removed our curse.  

As Abraham believed God’s promise that he would have a 
son in his old age, we have faith that God is watching over 
us in this life. We need not worry and be afraid of anything 
we face in this life. War, poverty, sickness, death can hurt 
us none. We endure the hardship of this world because the 
kingdom of heaven has been opened to us where none of 
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this evil world can enter.  

This tells us that the only thing in life we should be afraid of 
is standing before the judgment seat of God without faith in 
Christ. Every other thing is minimal and has to stay in that 
perspective. The greatest battle has already been won for 
us.   Gerald’s battle was one with Jesus our Savior.   

There is a far worse enemy plotting the demise of all people. 
He goes by the name of Satan, the devil, Lucifer, the Father 
of Lies. Jesus defeated this enemy for us by his death and 
resurrection.  

Therefore, the words of Jesus ring clear to us. "Therefore 
you also be ready, for the Son of Man is coming at an hour 
you do not expect." We should not trust in our personal 
wealth, rather, we should care for the poor person who is 
Christ in our midst. We should not look to the ground and 
worry if we will have enough to keep us happy here, but we 
should look up to the skies and happily expect the return of 
Jesus.  

God has given us great opportunity to work together 
preparing ourselves for his return. Conforming our lives to 
the Word of God, reading the Scriptures and praying, 
thanking him for our baptism into Christ, and receiving him 
in the Lords’ Supper often. And overall, passing this on by 
teaching these things to the next generation so that they can 
be ready with us. This strategy of Christian warfare is the 
way to fearless faith in Jesus. That was Gerald. Fearless 
indeed.  

Fear not, little flock, for the Father is pleased to give you the 
kingdom. Amen. 


