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AS WE GATHER: As He was crucified, Jesus spoke Seven 

Last Words; three of these were actually prayers.  Two of 

those petitions were exact quotes from the Psalms.  Jesus died 

in His mortal body with the words of Scripture on His lips as 

He prayed to His heavenly Father.  St. Matthew impresses 

upon us the importance of one of these prayers spoken from 

the cross, quoting the exact words (in the Aramaic language) 

that Jesus spoke, "Eli, Eli, lema sabaththani?" that is, "My 

God, My God, why have You forsaken Me?"  (Matthew 

27:46).  These prayers were spoken as the Savior, Himself, 

strove against death, knowing that His struggle would end in 

the agony of the cross (cf. Luke 18:31-34) and ultimately 

resurrection victory beyond the grave.  We are now the 

recipients of this divine story, and we listen to God's very 

Word as Jesus teaches us in and through prayer.    

 

PRE-SERVICE MUSIC   

 

RINGING OF THE BELL   

 

OPENING HYMN “Alas! And Did My Savior Bleed” LW 

97  

 

+ SERVICE OF LIGHT + 

 

OPENING SENTENCES 

mailto:ebenezerlutheran@hotmail.com
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Pastor: Jesus Christ is the Light of the world, [John 8:12] 

People: the light no darkness can overcome. [John 1:5] 

 

Pastor: Stay with us, Lord, for it is evening. 

People: and the day is almost over. Luke 24:29 

 

Pastor: Let Your light scatter the darkness 1 Corinthians 4:5 

People: and illumine Your Church. [2 Corinthians 4:6] 

 

HYMN OF LIGHT (Phos Hilaron) 

 

Pastor: Joyous light of glory: 

People: of the immortal Father;  

Heavenly, holy, blessed Jesus Christ. 

We have come to the setting of the sun, 

and we look to the evening light. 

We sing to God, the Father, Son, and Holy Spirit; 

You are worthy of being praised 

with pure voices forever. 

O Son of God, O Giver of life: 

the universe proclaims Your glory.   

  

THANKSGIVING FOR LIGHT   

 

Pastor: May God be with you all, 

People: And also with you; 

 

Pastor: Let us sing our thanks to God, 

People: it is right to give God thanks and praise. 

 

Pastor: Blessed are You, O Lord our God, King of the 

universe, who led Your people Israel by a pillar of cloud by 

day and a pillar of fire by night.  Enlighten our darkness  by 

the light of Your Christ; may His Word be a lamp to our feet 

and a light to our path; for You are merciful, and You love 
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Your whole creation and we, Your creatures, glorify You, 

Father, Son, and Holy Spirit.   

People: Amen.    

 

PSALMODY "Let My Prayer Rise before You" (Psalm 

141)   

 

People: Let my prayer rise up like incense before You, 

the lifting up of my hands as an offering to You, 

 

Pastor: O God, I call to You; come to me now; 

O hear my voice when I call to You, 

 

People: Let my prayer rise up like incense before You, 

the lifting up of my hands as an offering to You, 

 

Pastor: Keep watch within me, God;  

deep within my heart may the light of Your love be 

burning bright.   

 

People: Let my prayer rise up like incense before You, 

the lifting up of my hands as an offering to You, 

 

Pastor: All praise to the God of all---Creator of life; 

all praise be to Christ and the Spirit of love. 

 
Text: Taken from Holden Evening Prayer by Marty Haugen. Copyright (c) 1990 

GIA Publications, Inc. All rights reserved. Used by permission. 

   

COLLECT 

 

(Silence for meditation) 

 

Pastor: May our prayers come before You, O God, as 

incense, and may Your presence surround and fill us, so that 
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in union with all creation, we might sing Your praise and 

Your love in our lives.   

People: Amen.  

  

+ WORD + 

 

 

EPISTLE Romans 5:6-11 (Jesus died for us while we were 

still His enemies.) 

 

 

OFFICE HYMN (Morning only) "Glory Be to Jesus" LW 98  

 

CHOIR 

 

HOLY GOSPEL Luke 23:34-46 (Jesus prays three times as 

He died on the cross.)  

 

Pastor: The Light shines in the darkness 

People: And the darkness has not overcome it. John 1:5 

 

SERMON 

 

CATECHISM Martin Luther's Explanation to the Seventh 

Petition of the Lord's Prayer 

 

Pastor: But deliver us from evil.  What does this mean?   

People: We pray in this petition, in summary, that our 

Father in heaven would rescue us from every evil of body 

and soul, possessions and reputation, and finally, when 

our last hour comes, give us a blessed end, and graciously 

take us from this valley of sorrow to Himself in heaven.   

  

+ WE RESPOND TO GOD'S WORD + 
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OFFERING   

  

A LITANY 

 

People: God of mercy, hold us in love. 

 

Pastor: In peace, in peace, we pray to You:  

People: God of mercy, hold us in love. 

 

Pastor: For peace and salvation, we pray to You: 

People: God of mercy, hold us in love. 

 

Pastor: For peace between nations, for peace between 

peoples: 

People: God of mercy, hold us in love. 

 

Pastor: For we who are gathered to worship and praise You: 

People: God of mercy, hold us in love. 

 

Pastor: For all of Your servants who live out Your Gospel: 

People: God of mercy, hold us in love. 

 

Pastor: For all those who govern, that justice might guide 

them: 

People: God of mercy, hold us in love. 

 

Pastor: For all those who labor in service to others: 

People: God of mercy, hold us in love. 

 

Pastor: Grant weather that nourishes all of creation: 

People: God of mercy, hold us in love. 

 

Pastor: Keep watch over our loved ones and keep us from 

danger: 
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People: God of mercy, hold us in love. 

 

Pastor: For all the beloved who rest in Your mercy:   

People: God of mercy, hold us in love. 

 

Pastor: Help us, comfort us, all of our days. 

People: Keep us, hold us, gracious God.   

 

Pastor: Great and merciful God, source and ground of all 

goodness and life, Give to Your people peace that 

passes all understanding, and the will to live Your 

Gospel of mercy and peace, through Jesus Christ our 

Lord.   

People: Amen.   

  

LORD'S PRAYER (Matthew 6:9-13) 

 

Our Father who art in heaven, 

hallowed be Thy name, 

Thy kingdom come, 

Thy will be done on earth 

as it is in heaven; 

give us this day our daily bread; 

and forgive us our trespasses 

as we forgive those  

who trespass against us; 

and lead us not into temptation, 

but deliver us from evil. 

For Thine is the kingdom 

and the power and the glory 

forever and ever. Amen. 

 

 

BLESSING 
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Pastor: Let us bless the Lord. 

People: Thanks be to God. 

 

BENEDICTION 

 

Pastor: The almighty and merciful Lord, the Father, the + 

Son, and the Holy Spirit, bless and preserve you. 

People: Amen. 
 

CLOSING HYMN (Morning only) "Almighty Father, Bless 

the Word" LW 219  

 

CHOIR (Evening Only) 

 

From Creative Worship for the Lutheran Parish, Series C, 

Part 2. Copyright © 2012 Concordia Publishing House.  

All rights reserved. Used by permission.   


