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AS WE GATHER: Several years ago, Pastor John 

MacArthur wrote a book about the apostles titled, "Twelve 

Ordinary Men."  Jesus selected ordinary men, who would 

blaspheme, deny, cower, and compete with one another. 

Considering the problems these men would have 

understanding Jesus, comprehending His teaching, and 

witnessing His profound miracles, they are an unlikely crew 

to inaugurate the Christian Church.  One would betray Him, 

two would ask to sit at the Savior's right and left hand when 

He came into His kingdom, one was a tax collector (an 

employee of the Roman government), and another was a 

revolutionary.  And, of course, there was Peter, who would 

deny even knowing Jesus the Savior who was brutally 

whipped, mocked, and crucified. Yet these were the men 

whom even their opponents would come to admit "turned the 

world upside down" (Acts 17:6).  Today, we learn from Jesus 

as He prays continuously about selecting twelve ordinary 

men.   

 

PRE-SERVICE MUSIC   

 

RINGING OF THE BELL   

 

OPENING HYMN "What a Friend We Have in Jesus" St. 2:   

LW 516  

 

Have we trials and temptations? 
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Is there trouble anywhere? 

We should never be discouraged--- 

Take it to the Lord in prayer. 

Can we find a friend so faithful 

Who will all our sorrows share? 

Jesus knows our ev'ry weakness--- 

Take it to the Lord in prayer.   

  
Text: Joseph M. Scriven, 1819-86. Public domain 

Tune: CONVERSE, Charles C. Converse, 1832-1918 

 

+ SERVICE OF LIGHT + 

 

OPENING SENTENCES 

 

Pastor: Jesus Christ is the Light of the world, [John 8:12] 

People: the light no darkness can overcome. [John 1:5] 

 

Pastor: Stay with us, Lord, for it is evening. 

People: and the day is almost over. Luke 24:29 

 

Pastor: Let Your light scatter the darkness 1 Corinthians 4:5 

People: and illumine Your Church. [2 Corinthians 4:6] 

 

HYMN OF LIGHT (Phos Hilaron) 

 

Pastor: Joyous light of glory: 

People: of the immortal Father;  

Heavenly, holy, blessed Jesus Christ. 

We have come to the setting of the sun, 

and we look to the evening light. 

We sing to God, the Father, Son, and Holy Spirit; 

You are worthy of being praised 

with pure voices forever. 

O Son of God, O Giver of life: 

the universe proclaims Your glory.   



 

4 

    

THANKSGIVING FOR LIGHT  

 

Pastor: Blessed are You, O Lord our God, King of the 

universe, who led Your people Israel by a pillar of 

cloud by day and a pillar of fire by night.  Enlighten 

our darkness by the light of Your Christ; may His 

Word be a lamp to our feet and a light to our path; for 

You are merciful, and You love Your whole creation 

and we, Your creatures, glorify You, Father, Son, and 

Holy Spirit.   

People: Amen.   

 

PSALM Psalm 121   

 

Pastor: Where should I Look for help in my need?   

People: To majestic mountain peaks that probe our skies 

or to giants of industry that clog our land? To 

satellites that circle our world or to computers 

that store our knowledge? 

 

Pastor: The answer to my problems and the fulfillment of my 

needs must come from God Himself, from Him who 

created skies and mountains and men and women to 

dwell in their midst. 

People: He is a great God who knows our every desire, 

whose watchful eye is upon us night and day. 

 

Pastor: We can make no move without His knowledge. 

People: His concern for His children is constant, His love 

for them eternal.   

 

Pastor: And thus the Lord will keep you, shielding you from 

the forces of evil as a shade tree shields you from the 

rays of the blazing sun. 
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People: He does care for you, and he will fight with you 

against the enemies of your soul. Whether you are 

coming or going, He knows the course you take, 

and He will go before you.  

 
Text: Psalm 121, adapted by Leslie F. Brandt. Taken from Psalms Now by 

Leslie F. Brandt. Copyright (c) 1976; revised copyright (c) 1996 Concordia 

Publishing House. All rights reserved. Used by permission. 

 

COLLECT 

 

Pastor: Let the incense of our repentant prayer ascend before 

You, O Lord, and let Your loving-kindness descend 

on us that, with purified minds, we may sing Your 

praises with the Church on earth and the whole 

heavenly host and may glorify You forever.   

People: Amen.    

 

OFFICE HYMN 

 

"Be Still, My Soul" LW 510 

 

Be still, my soul; the Lord is on your side; 

Bear patiently the cross of grief or pain; 

Leave to your God to order and provide; 

In every change he faithful will remain. 

Be still, my soul; your best, your heavenly Friend 

Through thorny ways leads to a joyful end. 

 

Be still, my soul; your God will undertake 

To guide the future as he has the past. 

Your hope, your confidence let nothing shake; 

All now mysterious shall be bright at last. 

Be still, my soul; the waves and wind still know 

His voice who ruled them while he dwelt below. 
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Be still, my soul; though dearest friends depart 

And all is darkened in the vale of tears; 

Then you will better know his love, his heart, 

Who comes to soothe your sorrows and your fears. 

Be still, my soul; your Jesus can repay 

From his own fullness all he takes away. 

 

Be still, my soul; the hour is hastening on 

When we shall be forever with the Lord, 

When disappointment, grief, and fear are gone, 

Sorrow forgot, love’s purest joys restored. 

Be still, my soul; when change and tears are past, 

All safe and blessed we shall meet at last. 

 
Hymn # 510 

Lutheran Worship 

Author: Jean Sibelius 

Tune: Finlandia 

1st Published in: 1752 (Public Domain) 

 

+ WORD +  

 

HOLY GOSPEL Luke 6:12-16 (Jesus prays all night about 

His choice of the Twelve.) 

 

CHOIR  

 

SECOND READING Acts 4:13-20 (The apostles are seen 

as uneducated, common men.) 

 

Pastor: O Lord, have mercy on us. 

People: Thanks be to God.   

 

Pastor: O Lord, have mercy on us. 

People: Thanks be to God.   
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SERMON 

 

 

CATECHISM Martin Luther's Explanation to Fourth 

Petition of the Lord's Prayer  

 

Pastor: Give us this day our daily bread.  What does this 

mean? 

 

People: God certainly gives daily bread to everyone 

without our prayers, even to all evil people, but we pray in 

this petition that God would lead us to realize this and to 

receive our daily bread with thanksgiving. 

 

+ WE RESPOND TO GOD'S WORD + 

 

 

CANTICLE "Tell Out, My Soul" HS98  909 

 

OFFERING     

  

THE LITANY 

 

Pastor: Jesus reminds us, "Therefore I tell you, do not be 

anxious about your life, what you will eat or what you will 

drink, nor about your body, what you will put on.  Is not life 

more than food, and the body more than clothing?  Look at 

the birds of the air: they neither reap nor gather into barns, 

and yet your heavenly Father feeds them.  Are you not of 

more value than they? . . . But seek first the kingdom of God 

and His righteousness, and all these things will be added to 

you." Matthew 6:25-26, 33 

Pastor: O Lord, 

People: have mercy. 
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Pastor: O Christ, 

People: have mercy. 

 

Pastor: O Lord, 

People: have mercy. 

 

Pastor: O Christ, 

People: hear us. 

 

Pastor: God the Father, in heaven, 

People: have mercy. 

 

Pastor: God the Son, Redeemer of the world, 

People: have mercy. 

 

Pastor: God the Holy Spirit, 

People: have mercy. 

 

Pastor: Be gracious to us. 

People: Spare us, good Lord. 

 

Pastor: Be gracious to us. 

People: Help us, good Lord. 

 

Pastor: By the mystery of Your holy incarnation; 

  by Your holy nativity; 

  by Your Baptism, fasting, and temptation; 

  by Your agony and bloody sweat; 

  by Your cross and Passion; 

  by Your precious death and burial; 

  by Your glorious resurrection and ascension; 

  and by the coming of the Holy Spirit, the Comforter: 

People: Help us, good Lord. 

 

Pastor: In all time of our tribulation; 
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  in all time of our prosperity; 

  in the hour of death; and in the day of judgment: 

People: Help us, good Lord. 

 

Pastor: To prosper the preaching of Your Word; 

  to bless our prayer and meditation; 

  to strengthen and preserve us in the true faith; 

to give heart to our sorrow and strength to our 

repentance: 

People: We implore You to hear us, good Lord. 

 

Pastor: To draw all to Yourself; 

  to bless those who are instructed in the faith, 

to watch over and console the poor, the sick, the 

distressed, the lonely, the  

forsaken, the abandoned, and all who stand in need of 

our prayers; 

  to give abundant blessing to all works of mercy; 

  and to have mercy on us all: 

People: We implore You to hear us, good Lord. 

 

Pastor: To turn our hearts to You; 

to turn the hearts of our enemies, persecutors, and 

slanderers; and graciously to  

  hear our prayers: 

People: We implore You to hear us, good Lord. 

 

Pastor: Lord Jesus Christ, Son of God, 

People: we implore You to hear us. 

 

Pastor: Christ, the Lamb of God, who takes away the sin of 

the world, 

People: have mercy. 
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Pastor: Christ, the Lamb of God, who takes away the sin of 

the world, 

People: have mercy. 

 

Pastor: Christ, the Lamb of God, who takes away the sin of 

the world, 

People: grant us Your peace. 

 

Pastor: O Christ, 

People: hear us. 

 

Pastor: O Lord, 

People: have mercy.  

 

Pastor: O Christ, 

People: have mercy. 

 

Pastor: O Lord,   

People: have mercy. Amen.  

 

COLLECT FOR PEACE   

 

Pastor: O God, from whom come all holy desires, all good 

counsels, and all just works, give to us, Your servants, that 

peace which the world cannot give, that our hearts may be set 

to obey Your commandments and also that we, being 

defended from the fear of our enemies, may live in peace and 

quietness; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who 

lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now 

and forever.   

People: Amen.   

  

LORD'S PRAYER (Matthew 6:9-13) 

 

Our Father who art in heaven, 
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hallowed be Thy name, 

Thy kingdom come, 

Thy will be done on earth 

as it is in heaven; 

give us this day our daily bread; 

and forgive us our trespasses 

as we forgive those  

who trespass against us; 

and lead us not into temptation, 

but deliver us from evil. 

For Thine is the kingdom 

and the power and the glory 

forever and ever. Amen.  

 

BENEDICAMUS   

 

Pastor: Let us bless the Lord. 

People: Thanks be to God.   

 

BENEDICTION   

 

Pastor: The almighty and merciful Lord, the Father, the + 

Son, and the Holy Spirit, bless and preserve us.   

People: Amen.   

 

CLOSING HYMN (Morning only) "Now Rest beneath 

Night's Shadow" LW 485  

 

CHOIR (Evening Only) 

 

From Creative Worship for the Lutheran Parish, Series C, 

Part 2. Copyright © 2012 Concordia Publishing House.  

All rights reserved. Used by permission.   


