
 

 

 
 “Lord, if you are willing, you can make me clean.” 
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The Lord in Prayer 
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AS WE GATHER: More than the others in the New 

Testament, St. Luke's Gospel tells us about Jesus retreating 

frequently to solitary places to pray.  This week's reading 

from Luke 5:12-16, tells us about Jesus, the healer, who 

because of His decisive intervention in the lives of the 

broken, the wounded, and the ill, would withdraw to desolate 

places and pray (verse 16).  Through His actions, Jesus 

unleashed His incomparable love.  He spent Himself 

constantly proclaiming the Word and healing those in need.  

Withdrawing to a desolate place in prayer was a source of 

restoration.  During this series of Midweek Lenten prayer 

services, we will be learning how to pray from none other 

than Jesus, Himself.   

 

PRE-SERVICE MUSIC   

 

RINGING OF THE BELL   

 

OPENING HYMN "What a Friend We Have in Jesus" St. 1:   

LW 516  

 

What a friend we have in Jesus, All our sins and griefs to 

bear! 

What a privilege to carry Ev'rything to God in prayer! 

Oh, what peace we often forfeit; Oh, what needless pain 

we bear--- 
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All because we do not carry Ev'rything to God in prayer! 

 
Text: Joseph M. Scriven, 1819-86. Public domain 

Tune: CONVERSE, Charles C. Converse, 1832-1918 

 

+ SERVICE OF LIGHT + 

 

OPENING SENTENCES 

 

Pastor: Jesus Christ is the Light of the world, [John 8:12] 

People: the light no darkness can overcome. [John 1:5] 

 

Pastor: Stay with us, Lord, for it is evening. 

People: and the day is almost over. Luke 24:29 

 

Pastor: Let Your light scatter the darkness 1 Corinthians 4:5 

People: and illumine Your Church. [2 Corinthians 4:6] 

 

HYMN OF LIGHT (Phos Hilaron) 

 

Pastor: Joyous light of glory: 

People: of the immortal Father;  

Heavenly, holy, blessed Jesus Christ. 

We have come to the setting of the sun, 

and we look to the evening light. 

We sing to God, the Father, Son, and Holy Spirit; 

You are worthy of being praised 

with pure voices forever. 

O Son of God, O Giver of life: 

the universe proclaims Your glory.   

    

THANKSGIVING FOR LIGHT  

 

Pastor: Blessed are You, O Lord our God, King of the 

universe, who led Your people Israel by a pillar of 

cloud by day and a pillar of fire by night.  Enlighten 
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our darkness by the light of Your Christ; may His 

Word be a lamp to our feet and a light to our path; for 

You are merciful, and You love Your whole creation 

and we, Your creatures, glorify You, Father, Son, and 

Holy Spirit.   

People: Amen.   

 

PSALM Psalm 27 page 322 read responsively by verse  

 

COLLECT 

 

Pastor: Let the incense of our repentant prayer ascend before 

You, O Lord, and let Your loving-kindness descend 

on us that, with purified minds, we may sing Your 

praises with the Church on earth and the whole 

heavenly host and may glorify You forever.   

People: Amen.    

 

OFFICE HYMN 

 

"O Christ, Our Light, O Radiance True" LW 314  

 

O Christ, our light, O radiance true, 

Shine forth on those estranged from you, 

And bring them to your home again, 

Where their delight shall never end. 

 

Fill with the radiance of your grace 

The wanderers lost in error’s maze. 

Enlighten those whose secret minds 

Some deep delusion haunts and blinds. 

 

Lord, open all reluctant ears, 

And take away the childish fears 

Of those who tremble to express 
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The faith their secret hearts confess. 

 

Lord, let your mercy’s gentle ray 

Shine down on others strayed away. 

To those in conscience wounded sore 

Show heaven’s waiting, open door. 

 

Make theirs with ours a single voice 

Uplifted, ever to rejoice 

With wondering gratitude and praise 

To you, O Lord, for boundless grace. 
 

Hymn # 314 from Lutheran Worship 

Author: Gesang-Buch, 

Tune: O Jesu Christe, Wahres Licht 

1st Published in: 1676 (Public Domain) 

 

+ WORD +  

 

EPISTLE READING Hebrews 2:14-18 (Jesus suffered 

when tempted.  He knows our anguish and helps us when we 

too are tempted.) 

 

CHOIR “Come, My Soul, Thy Suit Prepare” 

 

HOLY GOSPEL Luke 5:12-16 (Jesus cleanses the leper and 

then withdraws to a desolate place to pray.) 

 

Pastor: O Lord, have mercy on us. 

People: Thanks be to God.   

 

 

SERMON 

 

 

CATECHISM Martin Luther's Explanation to the Sixth 

Petition of the Lord's Prayer  
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Pastor: And lead us not into temptation.  What does this 

mean? 

 

People: God tempts no one.  We pray in this petition that 

God would  guard and keep us so that the devil, 

the world, and our sinful nature may not deceive 

us or mislead us into false belief, despair, and 

other great shame and vice.  Although we are 

attacked by these things, we pray that we may 

finally overcome them and win the victory.  

 

+ WE RESPOND TO GOD'S WORD + 

 

 

CANTICLE "My Soul Now Magnifies the Lord" LW 211 

(sung to Puer nobis) 

 

OFFERING     

 

RESPONSORY “Lord Jesus, Think on Me” LW 231 

 

Lord Jesus, think on me 

And purge away my sin; 

From selfish passions set me free 

And make me pure within. 

 

Lord Jesus, think on me, 

By anxious thoughts oppressed; 

Let me your loving servant be 

And taste your promised rest. 

 

Lord Jesus, think on me, 

Nor let me go astray; 

Through darkness and perplexity 
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Point our your chosen way. 

 

Lord Jesus, think on me 

That, when the flood is past, 

I may the eternal brightness see 

And share your joy at last. 

 
Hymn # 231 from Lutheran Worship (Public Domain) 

Author: William Daman 

Tune: Southwell 

 

THE LITANY 

 

Pastor: Since we have a Great High Priest, who has passed 

through the heavens, Jesus, the Son of God, let us hold fast to 

our confession. For we do not have a high priest who is 

unable to sympathize with our weaknesses, but one who in 

every respect has been tempted as we are, yet without sin.  

Let us then with confidence draw near to the throne of grace, 

that we may receive mercy and find grace to help in time of 

need. Hebrews 4:14-16   

 

Pastor: O Lord, 

People: have mercy. 

 

Pastor: O Christ, 

People: have mercy. 

 

Pastor: O Lord, 

People: have mercy. 

 

Pastor: O Christ, 

People: hear us. 

 

Pastor: God the Father, in heaven, 

People: have mercy. 
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Pastor: God the Son, Redeemer of the world, 

People: have mercy. 

 

Pastor: God the Holy Spirit, 

People: have mercy. 

 

Pastor: Be gracious to us. 

People: Spare us, good Lord. 

 

Pastor: Be gracious to us. 

People: Help us, good Lord. 

 

Pastor: By the mystery of Your holy incarnation; 

  by Your holy nativity; 

  by Your Baptism, fasting, and temptation; 

  by Your agony and bloody sweat; 

  by Your cross and Passion; 

  by Your precious death and burial; 

  by Your glorious resurrection and ascension; 

  and by the coming of the Holy Spirit, the Comforter: 

People: Help us, good Lord. 

 

Pastor: In all time of our tribulation; 

  in all time of our prosperity; 

  in the hour of death; and in the day of judgment: 

People: Help us, good Lord. 

 

Pastor: To prosper the preaching of Your Word; 

  to bless our prayer and meditation; 

  to strengthen and preserve us in the true faith; 

to give heart to our sorrow and strength to our 

repentance: 

People: We implore You to hear us, good Lord. 
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Pastor: To draw all to Yourself; 

  to bless those who are instructed in the faith, 

to watch over and console the poor, the sick, the 

distressed, the lonely, the  

forsaken, the abandoned, and all who stand in need of 

our prayers; 

  to give abundant blessing to all works of mercy; 

  and to have mercy on us all: 

People: We implore You to hear us, good Lord. 

 

Pastor: To turn our hearts to You; 

to turn the hearts of our enemies, persecutors, and 

slanderers; and graciously to  

  hear our prayers: 

People: We implore You to hear us, good Lord. 

 

Pastor: Lord Jesus Christ, Son of God, 

People: we implore You to hear us. 

 

Pastor: Christ, the Lamb of God, who takes away the sin of 

the world, 

People: have mercy. 

 

Pastor: Christ, the Lamb of God, who takes away the sin of 

the world, 

People: have mercy. 

 

Pastor: Christ, the Lamb of God, who takes away the sin of 

the world, 

People: grant us Your peace. 

 

Pastor: O Christ, 

People: hear us. 

 

Pastor: O Lord, 
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People: have mercy.  

 

Pastor: O Christ, 

People: have mercy. 

 

Pastor: O Lord,   

People: have mercy. Amen.  

 

COLLECT FOR PEACE   

 

Pastor: O God, from whom come all holy desires, all good 

counsels, and all just works, give to us, Your servants, that 

peace which the world cannot give, that our hearts may be set 

to obey Your commandments and also that we, being 

defended from the fear of our enemies, may live in peace and 

quietness; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who 

lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now 

and forever.   

People: Amen.   

  

LORD'S PRAYER (Matthew 6:9-13) 

 

Our Father who art in heaven, 

hallowed be Thy name, 

Thy kingdom come, 

Thy will be done on earth 

as it is in heaven; 

give us this day our daily bread; 

and forgive us our trespasses 

as we forgive those  

who trespass against us; 

and lead us not into temptation, 

but deliver us from evil. 

For Thine is the kingdom 

and the power and the glory 
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forever and ever. Amen.  

 

BENEDICAMUS   

 

Pastor: Let us bless the Lord. 

People: Thanks be to God.   

 

 

BENEDICTION   

 

Pastor: The almighty and merciful Lord, the Father, the + 

Son, and the Holy Spirit, bless and preserve us.   

People: Amen.   

 

CLOSING HYMN (morning only) "Come to Calvary’s Holy 

Mountain" LW 96 

 

Come to Calvary’s holy mountain, 

Sinners, ruined by the fall; 

Here a pure and healing fountain 

Flows for you, for me, for all, 

In a full perpetual tide, 

Opened when our Savior died. 

 

Come in sorrow and contrition, 

Wounded, impotent, and blind; 

Here the guilty, free remission, 

Here the troubled, peace many find. 

Your true health it will restore, 

So that you need thirst no more. 

 

Come with hurts and guilty and meanness, 

Come, however soiled within; 

From the most ingrained uncleanness, 

From pollution by your sin, 
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Wash your robes and make them white; 

You shall walk with God in light. 

 

Take the life that lasts forever; 

Trust this soul renewing flood. 

God is faithful; God will never 

Break his covenant of blood, 

Signed when our Redeemer died, 

Sealed when he was glorified. 

  
Hymn # 96 form Lutheran Worship 

Author: Ludvig M. Lindeman 

Tune: Maar Mit Oie (Public Domain) 

 

CHOIR (Evening Only) 
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