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AS WE GATHER: Ecclesiastes 3:1 tells us "For everything 

there is a season, and a time for every matter under heaven." 

Here we consider the time Jesus takes, even as the events of 

His Passion start to unfold, to love His disciples. And He 

gives a new command (Maundy is from the Latin for 

"command"): "love one another: just as I have loved you, you 

also are to love one another." John 13:34 

 

The Passover---a time to share. A time to make His friends 

aware. 

Christ stoops to serve---He washes feet, then turns to tell 

them from His seat, 

"A new command I give to you: Each other love as I've loved 

you. 

This is the way that all shall see that in your love you'll 

follow Me." 
Text: James R. Pierce. Copyright (c) 2012 Concordia Publishing House. All 

rights reserved. Used by permission. 

 

PRAYER BEFORE WORSHIP:  Blessed are You, Lord of 

heaven and earth, for before the creation of time and space 

You planned to send Your Son into our flesh to bear our sin 

and be our Savior. Gathered here in this place and at this time 

we ask You in His name to forgive, renew, and strengthen us 

with Your Word and Spirit. Grant us to eat His body and 

drink His blood in true faith. When time is at an end, gather 

us together from the ends of the earth to celebrate with all the 
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faithful the marriage feast of the Lamb in His kingdom, which 

has no end. Graciously receive our prayers; deliver and 

preserve us. To You alone, O Father, be all glory, honor, and 

worship, with the Son and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and 

forever.  Amen.  

 

THE DIVINE SERVICE 

 

DIVINE SERVICE page 6 of HS98 

HYMNS: 823, 850, 856, 855 

 

INTROIT Psalm 116:1-4 

 

Pastor: Gracious is the Lord, and righteous; our God is 

merciful. 

People: I love the Lord, because he has heard my voice 

and my pleas for mercy. 

Pastor: Because he inclined his ear to me, therefore I will call 

on him as long as I live. 

People: The snare of death encompassed me; the pangs of 

Sheol laid hold on me; I suffered distress and 

anguish. 

Pastor: Then I called on the name of the Lord: I pray, deliver 

my soul. 

People: Gracious is the Lord, and righteous; our God is 

merciful. 

 

 

THE READINGS 

 

OLD TESTAMENT Exodus 12:1-14 (The Passover) 

 

EPISTLE I Corinthians 11:23-32 (The Lord’s Supper) 
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HOLY GOSPEL John 13:1-17(Jesus washes the disciples’ 

feet) 

 

THE STRIPPING OF THE ALTAR 

Pastor: Jesus said, "Now is the Son of Man glorified, and 

God is glorified in Him," (John 13:31b) just after Judas had 

left to betray Him. Jesus, in His good time, washed the 

disciples' feet, inaugurated a new commandment to love one 

another, and instituted the Lord's Supper for the life of the 

Church; now the time for Jesus' death was drawing near.  As   

the  pastor and acolytes strip the altar, removing linens, 

paraments, ornaments, and candles from the chancel, 

symbolizing the abuse and abandonment our Lord endured in 

the hours that follow we listen to the and the organist play in 

the morning “Go to Dark Gethsemane” and in the evening 

listen to the choir sing “Go to Dark Gethsemane” 

 

 

 

 

 

 


