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AS WE GATHER: Ecclesiastes 3:1-8: "For everything there 

is a season, and a time for every matter under heaven: a time 

to be born, and a time to die; a time to plant, and a time to 

pluck up what is planted; a time to kill, and a time to heal; a 

time to break down, and a time to build up; a time to weep, 

and a time to laugh; a time to mourn, and a time to dance; a 

time to cast away stones, and a time to gather stones together; 

a time to embrace, and a time to refrain from embracing; a 

time to seek, and a time to lose; a time to keep, and a time to 

cast away; a time to tear, and a time to sew; a time to keep 

silence, and a time to speak; a time to love, and a time to hate; 

a time for war, and a time for peace." 

 

In this service we contemplate this profound time witnessing 

our Lord's Passion unfold, and ending as He submits Himself 

to the frailty of human flesh---even to the point of death.  Yet, 

at His final moment, He speaks the words: "It is finished!" It 

is a significant phrase of unending hope for us.  It is a 

precious kernel of pure Gospel, of divine comfort knowing 

that Jesus has accomplished all things.    

 

ADORATION OF THE CROSS 

 

Pastor: Behold, the life-giving cross on which was hung the 

Salvation of the whole world. 

People: Oh, come, let us worship Him. 
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Pastor: Behold, the life-giving cross on which was hung the 

Salvation of the whole world. 

People: Oh, come, let us worship Him. 

 

Pastor: Behold, the life-giving cross on which was hung the 

Salvation of the whole world. 

People: Oh, come, let us worship Him.  

 

+ A TIME TO CONFESS + 

 

INTRODUCTION TO THE READINGS 

 

Pastor: We are about to contemplate the Passion of our Lord. 

Before we were born or even the world was created, God had 

decided to rescue us from our fallen nature. Knowing that in 

the fullness of time Christ paid for all our sins, we are free to 

confess them. We are confident of God's complete 

forgiveness. We hear the invitation from the letter to the 

Hebrews and then use the words David was inspired to pen as 

our confession.  

 

EPISTLE Hebrews 4:14-16; 5:7-9 (Jesus, our great high 

priest and true human, sympathizes with our weakness. We 

can confidently approach God, asking for grace and mercy.) 

 

(The Word is read.) 

 

Lector: This is the Word of the Lord. 

People: Thanks be to God.  

 

INTROIT Psalm 38:1-4, 18, 22; antiphon: Isaiah 53:5 

 

Pastor: He was wounded for our transgressions; He was 

crushed for our iniquities; upon Him was the 



 

4 

chastisement that brought us peace, and with His 

stripes we are healed. 

 

People: O LORD, rebuke me not in Your anger, 

   nor discipline me in Your wrath! 

For Your arrows have sunk into me, 

   and Your hand has come down on me. 

There is no soundness in my flesh because of Your 

indignation; 

   there is no health in my bones because of my sin. 

For my iniquities have gone over my head; 

   like a heavy burden, they are too heavy for me. 

I confess my iniquity; 

   I am sorry for my sin. 

Make haste to help me, O Lord, my salvation! 

 

Pastor: He was wounded for our transgressions; He was 

crushed for our iniquities; upon Him was the 

chastisement that brought us peace, and with His 

stripes we are healed. 

 

RESPONSORY HYMN "Create in Me" (Psalm 51) LW 5  

  

+ A TIME TO REFLECT + 

 

SERMON  

 

HYMN  "Jesus, I Will Ponder Now" LW 109 

  

+ A TIME TO PRAY + 

  

 BIDDING PRAYER page 276 of LW  
 

HYMN "O God of Mercy, God of Might" Sts. 1-2 LW 397  
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+ A TIME TO ANSWER + 

 

 

PASSION READING John 18:1-27 (Jesus is arrested; Peter 

denies Him.)  

 

HYMN  "Stricken, Smitten, and Afflicted" Sts.1-2 LW 116  

 

(The first candle is extinguished.) 

 

READING Isaiah 52:13---53:3 (God's Suffering Servant is 

described.) 

 

Pastor: Centuries earlier the prophet Isaiah wrote in poetic 

form about the time when God's Servant would be 

rejected by men. 

 

Pastor: Behold, My Servant shall act wisely; 

People: He shall be high and lifted up, and shall be 

exalted. 

 

Pastor: As many were astonished at you--- 

People: His appearance was so marred, beyond human 

semblance, and His form beyond that of the 

children of mankind--- 

 

Pastor: so shall He sprinkle many nations; 

People: kings shall shut their mouths because of Him; 

 

Pastor: for that which has not been told them they see, 

People: and that which they have not heard they 

understand. 

 

Pastor: Who has believed what he has heard from us? 
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People: And to whom has the arm of the LORD been 

revealed? 

 

Pastor: For He grew up before Him like a young plant, 

People: and like a root out of dry ground; 

 

Pastor: He had no form or majesty that we should look at 

Him, 

People: and no beauty that we should desire Him. 

 

Pastor: He was despised and rejected by men; 

People: a Man of sorrows, and acquainted with grief; 

 

Pastor: and as one from whom men hide their faces 

People: He was despised, and we esteemed Him not.  

 

+ A TIME TO WITNESS TO THE TRUTH + 

  

PASSION READING John 18:28---19:11 (Pilate questions 

Jesus.)  

 

HYMN "O Sacred Head, Now Wounded" Sts. 1, 7 LW 113  

 

(The second candle is extinguished.) 

 

+ A TIME TO REIGN + 

 

PASSION READING John 19:12-22 (The title over the 

cross. 

 

HYMN "The Royal Banners Forward Go" [Sts. 1, 3 LW 103  

 

(The third candle is extinguished.) 
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REPROACHES (based on Micah 6 and Isaiah 5) 

 

Pastor: When the prophet Micah wrote, the people had    

forgotten the Lord. It was time for God to declare His 

case against them. When Christ was on the cross, it 

was again such a time. 

Thus says the Lord: What have I done to you, O My 

people, and wherein have I offended you? Answer 

Me. Though I have raised you up out of the prison 

house of sin and death, and you have delivered up 

your Redeemer to be scourged. For I have redeemed 

you from the house of bondage, you have nailed your 

Savior to the cross. O My people. 

People: Holy Lord God, holy and mighty God, holy and 

most merciful Redeemer; God eternal, leave us 

not to bitter death. O Lord, have mercy. 

 

Pastor: Thus says the Lord: What have I done to you, O My 

people, and wherein have I offended you? Answer 

Me. For I have conquered all your foes, you have 

given Me over and delivered Me to those who 

persecute Me. For I have fed you with My Word and 

refreshed you with living water, you have given Me 

gall and vinegar to drink. O My people. 

People: Holy Lord God, holy and mighty God, holy and 

most merciful Redeemer; God eternal, allow us 

not to lose hope in the face of death and hell. O 

Lord, have mercy. 

 

Pastor: Thus says the Lord: What have I done to you, O My 

people, and wherein have I offended you? Answer 

Me. What more could have been done for My 

vineyard than I have done for it? When I looked for 

good grapes, why did it yield only bad? My people, is 

this how you thank your God? O My people. 
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People: Holy Lord God, holy and mighty God, holy and 

most merciful Redeemer; God eternal, keep us 

steadfast in the true faith. O Lord, have mercy. 

  

+ A TIME TO FULFILL THE SCRIPTURE + 

 

PASSION READING John 19:23-24 (Soldiers divide Jesus' 

clothes.)  

 

HYMN "When I Survey the Wondrous Cross" LW 115  

 

(The fourth candle is extinguished.) 

 

PSALM Psalm 22:1, 7-8, 14-18 (A prophetic description of 

Jesus' death.) 

 

Pastor: When David was being pursued by Saul, it seemed a 

time in which God had forsaken him. Jesus 

experienced a time of true desertion by His Father 

when He carried our sins to the cross. 

 

Pastor: My God, my God, why have you forsaken me? 

People: Why are You so far from saving me, from the 

words of my groaning? 

 

Pastor: All who see me mock me; 

People: they make mouths at me; they wag their heads; 

 

Pastor: "He trusts in the LORD; let Him deliver him; 

People: let Him rescue him, for He delights in him!" 

 

Pastor: I am poured out like water, and all my bones are out 

of joint; 

People: my heart is like wax; it is melted within my breast; 
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Pastor: my strength is dried up like a potsherd, 

People: and my tongue sticks to my jaws; You lay me in 

the dust of death. 

 

Pastor: For dogs encompass me; a company of evildoers 

encircles me; 

People: they have pierced my hands and feet --- 

 

Pastor: I can count all my bones--- 

People: they stare and gloat over me; 

 

Pastor: they divide my garments among them, 

People: and for my clothing they cast lots. 

   

+ A TIME TO SPEAK + 

 

PASSION READING John 19:25-42 (Jesus proclaims His 

work finished.)  

 

(The fifth candle is extinguished.) 

 

Pastor: Since it was the Day of Preparation, and so that the 

bodies would not remain on the cross on the Sabbath 

(for that Sabbath was a high day), the Jews asked 

Pilate that their legs might be broken and that they 

might be taken away. So the soldiers came and broke 

the legs of the first, and of the other who had been 

crucified with Him. But when they came to Jesus and 

saw that He was already dead, they did not break His 

legs. But one of the soldiers pierced His side with a 

spear, and at once there came out blood and water. 

He who saw it has borne witness---his testimony is 

true, and he knows that he is telling the truth---that 

you also may believe. For these things took place that 

the Scripture might be fulfilled: "Not one of his bones 
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will be broken." And again another Scripture says, 

"They will look on him whom they have pierced." 

 

(The sixth candle is extinguished.) 

 

Pastor: After these things Joseph of Arimathea, who was a 

disciple of Jesus, but secretly for fear of the Jews, 

asked Pilate that he might take away the body of 

Jesus, and Pilate gave him permission. So he came 

and took away His body. Nicodemus also, who 

earlier had come to Jesus by night, came bringing a 

mixture of myrrh and aloes, about seventy-five 

pounds in weight. So they took the body of Jesus and 

bound it in linen cloths with the spices, as is the 

burial custom of the Jews. Now in the place where 

He was crucified there was a garden, and in the 

garden a new tomb in which no one had yet been laid. 

So because of the Jewish day of Preparation, since 

the tomb was close at hand, they laid Jesus there. 

  

READING Isaiah 53:4-12 (The Servant suffered for us.) 

  

MEN’S CHOIR 

 

(The Christ Candle is removed.) 

  

STREPITUS (A loud sound is heard, signifying the closing 

of God's book.) 

 

(The Christ Candle is quietly returned in recognition that 

God is eternally alive.) 

 

 

COLLECT 
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Pastor: Almighty God, graciously behold this Your family 

for whom our Lord Jesus Christ was willing to be betrayed 

and delivered into the hands of sinful men to suffer death 

upon the cross; through the same Jesus Christ, Your Son, our 

Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one 

God, now and forever.  

People: Amen. 

  

Pastor:  Go in Peace Serve the Lord. 

People: Amen. 
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