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AS WE GATHER: “Have no fear little flock” were the 

words of Jesus to the disciples. Jesus was addressing the 

subject of worry and despair about earthly needs. Not to 

worry or fear disciples for Your Father has given you the 

kingdom.  Gerald’s trust was in his merciful Savior, Jesus 

Christ who rids us of all fear. We place our trust in our Risen 

Savior and His perfect love that drives out all fear and gives 

us hope and peace in his Kingdom. 

  

RINGING OF THE BELL  

 

+ PREPARATION + 

  

ENTRANCE HYMN "My Hope is Built On Nothing Less” 

LW 368  

  

+ INVOCATION + 

 

Pastor:    In the name of the Father and the Son and the 

          Holy Spririt. 

People:   Amen. 
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+ PRAYER + 

 

Pastor:  The Lord be with you. 

People:  And also with you. 

Pastor:  Let us pray to the Lord. 

O God of grace and mercy, we give thanks for 

your loving-kindness to Gerald, having finished 

His course in faith, now rest from His labors.  

Grant that we also may be faithful to death and 

received the crown of eternal life; through Jesus 

Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns with you 

and the Holy Spirit, one God now and forever.  

People:   Amen.    

+ WORD + 

 

OLD TESTAMENT Lamentations 3:22-26 (The Lord is 

good to those whose hope is in him.) 

 

Pastor:  This is the Word of the Lord. 

People:  Thanks be to God. 

 

HYMN "I Lay My Sins on Jesus" LW 366 

  

PSALM Psalm 23   

 

Pastor:   The Lord is my shepherd, I shall not be in want. 

People: He makes me lie down in green pastures, He 

leads me beside quiet waters, 

Pastor:   He restores my soul. 

People: He guides me in paths of righteousness for 

His name's sake. 

Pastor: Even though I walk through the valley of the 

shadow of death,  
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People: I will fear no evil, for You are with me; Your 

rod and Your staff, they comfort me. 

Pastor: You prepare a table before me in the presence 

of my enemies. 

People: You anoint my head with oil; my cup 

overflows. 

Pastor:   Surely goodness and love 

People:   will follow me all the days of my life, 

Pastor:   and I will dwell 

People:   in the house of the Lord forever. 

Glory be to the Father and to the + Son and 

to the Holy Spirit; as it was in the beginning 

is now, and will be forever. Amen. 

 

NEW TESTAMENT Revelation 21:2-7 (I make everything 

new.) 

 

Pastor:  This is the Word of the Lord. 

People:  Thanks be to God. 

  

HOLY GOSPEL John 10:11-16 (I am the Good Shepherd)  

 

Pastor:  This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

People:  Praise to You, O Christ. 

 

HYMN  “Have No Fear Little Flock” LW 410 

   

SERMON “Have No Fear Little Flock” Luke 12:32 

 

+ CREED +   

 

Pastor: God has made us His people through Baptism 

into Christ.  Living together in trust and hope, 

we confess our faith. 
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People: I believe in God, the Father Almighty, maker 

of heaven and earth.  

 

And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, 

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born 

of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius 

Pilate, was crucified, died and was buried. 

He descended into hell. 

The third day He rose again from the dead. 

He ascended into heaven and sits at the right 

hand of God the Father Almighty. From 

thence He will come to judge the living and 

the dead. 

 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy 

Christian Church, the communion of saints, 

the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the 

body, and the + life everlasting.  Amen. 

 

+ PRAYER + 

 

Pastor: O God, the Father of compassion, shower Your 

mercies on this family, and all who mourn the 

death of our departed brother Gerald.  May 

these mercies be new each day to sooth the pain 

of each day as we await the heavenly reunion 

with Jesus Christ and this loved one.  Lord, in 

Your mercy,  

People:   hear our prayer. 

Pastor: O God the Son, dearest Jesus, our Good 

Shepherd, make Your rod and staff of comfort 

known to those who mourn.  May Your 

goodness and love revealed in Your Word and 

Sacraments be known in their daily lives.  

Guide them in Your paths of righteousness as 
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they await the heavenly reunion with Jesus 

Christ and this loved one.  Lord, in Your mercy,  

People:   hear our prayer. 

Pastor: O God the Holy Spirit, show us the mountain of 

hope---the mountain of the cross of Christ.  

Strengthen our faith with Your Word and 

Sacraments that we may join those who have 

overcome all tribulations and have washed their 

robes and made them white in the blood of the 

Lamb.  Keep us faithful as we await the 

heavenly reunion with Jesus Christ and our 

beloved Gerald.  Lord, in Your mercy, 

People:   hear our prayer.  Amen. 

Pastor: Lord, remember us in Your kingdom, and teach 

us to pray: 

 

+ LORD'S PRAYER +  

 

+ BENEDICTION + 

 

Pastor:   The Lord bless you and keep you. 

The Lord make His face shine on you and be 

gracious to you. 

The Lord lift His countenance on you and + 

give you peace. 

People:   Amen. 

 

CLOSING HYMN “The Old Rugged Cross” 

 

1. On a hill far away stood an old rugged cross, 

The emblem of suff’ring and shame; 

And I love that old cross where the dearest and best 

For a world of lost sinners was slain.  
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Refrain: 

So I’ll cherish the old rugged cross, 

Till my trophies at last I lay down; 

I will cling to the old rugged cross, 

And exchange it some day for a crown. 

 

2. Oh, that old rugged cross, so despised by the world, 

Has a wondrous attraction for me; 

For the dear Lamb of God left His glory above 

To bear it to dark Calvary. 

 

3. In that old rugged cross, stained with blood so divine, 

A wondrous beauty I see, 

For ’twas on that old cross Jesus suffered and died, 

To pardon and sanctify me. 

 

 
4. To the old rugged cross I will ever be true; 

Its shame and reproach gladly bear; 

Then He’ll call me some day to my home far away, 

Where His glory forever I’ll share. 

 

 
After the Service and Burial the family 

invites all to join them in the church 

fellowship hall for lunch. 
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Gerald Dean Groce 
 

Gerald Dean Groce born on June 12, 1923 was transferred to the 

Church Triumphant on Wednesday, February 20th, 2013 at the age of 

89 years, 8 months and 1810 days, at his home in rural Leslie, 

Missouri. 

 

God received Gerald into His Kingdom of Grace through the 

Sacrament of Holy Baptism in 1938. Gerald confirmed his faith in the 

Rite of Confirmation in 1947 at Memorial Lutheran Church in St. 

Louis.  Gerald was very active in the church life of Ebenezer.  Gerald 

was a trustee, voting member and member of the Men’s Club. 

 

Gerald was the youngest of six children to the late David Warren and 

the late Josephine Groce. 

 

He was preceded in death by his parents and his five siblings, Vera 

Mae and husband Vernette Hunn, David Carrell and wife Mary 

Groce, Ethel Rachel and husband Paul Chan, Verna Vesta and 

husband Roger Getty, and Vivian Marie and husband Joseph Britton. 

 

Gerald attended Rock Spring Elementary School, Kirkwood High 

School, and Sanford Brown Business School. He worked forty years 

at Acme Fast Freight where he met Lydia Emma Bargen, to whom he 

was married on March 2, 1947. They were blessed with two children, 

Dennis Wayne and Judith Ann. 

 

Gerald is survived by his wife, Lydia Emma Groce; his two children, 

Dennis Wayne and wife Marcia Groce of North East, Pennsylvania 

and Judith Ann and husband James Mello of Clayton, Missouri and 

was the proud grandfather of four grandsons, Geoffrey Allan and 

Peter Shelby Groce and James Everett Jr. and Joseph Michael Mello. 

 

Gerald enjoyed many years of hunting, fishing, gardening and 

woodworking 

 

May God in His grace comfort those who mourn, as they look in faith 

to Jesus Christ, our Lord, who is the Resurrection and the Life, whose 

victory over death we share in faith.  

 


