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AS WE GATHER: The First Sunday in Lent is familiar.  We 

hear the familiar story of Jesus' temptation in the wilderness 

at the hand of Satan.  We hardly even notice that, unlike 

Adam, Jesus does not succumb to temptation.  He remains 

faithful--- but not to prove anything for Himself.  It is for us 

and our salvation.  A story so familiar can easily distract us 

from the urgency of its message.  We are still in the 

wilderness of sin and death.  This sin has stained our 

humanity, left us captive to failure, and stolen from us the life 

which God first gave us.  We are still in urgent and desperate 

need of a Savior strong enough to resist temptation and 

gracious enough to bestow on us the cover of His 

righteousness.  As we rejoice in Jesus' accomplishment, we 

also pray that we may stand firm in temptation, in the "mighty 

fortress" of God's mercy and grace. 

 

WELCOME  

 

RINGING OF THE BELL  

   

INVOCATION 

 

Pastor: In the name of the Father and of the + Son and of 

the Holy Spirit. 

People: Amen. 

mailto:ebenezerlutheran@hotmail.com
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CONFESSION and ABSOLUTION 

 

Pastor: When he calls to Me, I will answer him; 

People: I will be with you in trouble; I will rescue you 

and honor you. Psalm 91:15 

 

Pastor: With long life I will satisfy him 

People:  and show him My salvation. Psalm 91:16 
 

(Silence for meditation and reflection) 

 

Pastor: O Lord: 

People: I, a poor, miserable sinner, plead guilty before 

You of all my sins.  I have lived as if You did 

not matter and as if I mattered most of all.  

Your name, O Lord, I have not honored as I 

ought; my worship and prayers have faltered.  I 

have not let Your love persuade me and so my 

love for others has failed.  There are those who 

I have hurt and those whom I have failed to 

help.  My thoughts and desires are soiled with 

sin.  I am sorry for all of this and I beg You for 

Your grace to forgive me all my sin and grant 

me Your Spirit to amend my sinful life, 

 

Pastor: Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son to 

die for you and for His sake forgives you all your 

sins.  As a called and ordained servant of Christ 

and by His authority, I therefore forgive you all 

your sins in the name of the Father and of the + 

Son and of the Holy Spirit.  To the impenitent and 

unbelieving I declare, that so long as you continue 

in your impenitence, God will not forgive your 

sins and will visit your iniquity upon you until you 

turn from your sinful ways, come to repentance, 

and trust in the merits of Jesus Christ alone. 
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People: Amen. 

 

Pastor: May He who began this good work within you 

bring it to completion on the day of our Lord Jesus 

Christ. The peace of the Lord be with you. Philippians 

1:6 
People: And with Your Spirit. 

 

 

Pastor: Let us extend the reconciliation and peace of 

Christ to one another. 

People: Peace be with you.  

Response:  And also with you.  
 

+ THE WORD OF GOD + 

 

ENTRANCE HYMN "To Thee, Omniscient Lord of All" 

LW 234  

 

KYRIE  (sung from TLH 17) 

 

 Lord, have mercy upon us.  

 Christ, have mercy upon us. 

 Lord, have mercy upon us. 

 

SALUTATION   

 

Pastor: The Lord be with you. 

People: And also with you. 

 

COLLECT 

 

Pastor: Let us pray.   

 

(Silence for prayer) 
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Pastor: O Lord God, You led Your ancient people through 

the wilderness and brought them to the promised 

land.  Guide the people of Your Church, that 

following our Savior we may walk through the 

wilderness of this world toward the glory of the 

world to come; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, 

our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the 

Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

People: Amen. 

  

PROCLAMATION CONCERNING THIS DAY 

 

Pastor: On this First Sunday in Lent we begin with the 

remembrance of the fall when sin entered the 

world, stole us from the Lord, and marked us for 

death.  It would be a sad day were it not for the 

gift of Jesus Christ our Savior, who stood in the 

wilderness and was tempted like us in every way 

but did not sin. From Deuteronomy we heard how 

Israel recalled their journey in the wilderness and 

how the Lord brought them to the land of promise.  

In Romans, St. Paul describes the nearness of the 

Word and how all who call on the name of the 

Lord will be saved.  In the Gospel according to 

Luke, we hear how Jesus went from the Jordan 

into the wilderness where He was tempted by the 

devil and answered him with the Word of the 

Lord. 

 

OLD TESTAMENT Deuteronomy 26:1-11 (The people of 

God are directed to remember their journey in the wilderness 

and how the Lord brought them to the land of promise.) 

 

Pastor: This is the Word of the Lord. 

People: Thanks be to God! 
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PSALM OF THE DAY Psalm 91:1-13 (The Lord is our 

refuge and fortress who will deliver His people from all their 

enemies.)  

 

Pastor: He who dwells in the shelter of the Most High  

     will abide in the shadow of the Almighty. 

  

People: I will say to the LORD, "My refuge and my 

fortress, my God, in whom I trust." 

 

Pastor: For He will deliver you from the snare of the 

fowler and from the deadly ' pestilence. 

 

People: He will cover you with His pinions, 

     and under His wings you will find refuge;  

     His faithfulness is a shield and buckler. 

      

Pastor: You will not fear the terror of the night,  

     nor the arrow that ' flies by day, 

 

People: nor the pestilence that stalks in  darkness,  

     nor the destruction that wastes at noonday. 

 

Pastor: A thousand may fall at your side, ten thousand at 

your right hand, but it will not come near you. 

 

People: You will only look  with your eyes  

     and see the recompense of the wicked. 

 

Pastor: Because you have made the LORD your dwelling 

place- the Most High, who is my refuge--- 

 

People: no evil shall be allowed to befall you, no plague 

come near your tent. 
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Pastor: For He will command His angels concerning you 

to guard you in all your ways. 

 

People: On their hands they will bear you up,  

     lest you strike your foot against a stone. 

 

Pastor: You will tread on the lion and the adder; the young 

lion and the serpent you will trample  underfoot. 

 

All: Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the 

Holy Spirit; as it was in the beginning, is now, 

and will be forever. Amen.  
 

EPISTLE Romans 10:8b-13 (St. Paul reminds us that the 

word of faith is near us and that all who call on the name of 

the Lord shall be saved.) 

 

Pastor: This is the Word of the Lord. 

People: Thanks be to God! 

 

CHOIR "Turn Your Eyes upon Jesus"   

 

GOSPEL Luke 4:1-13 (Our Lord is tempted in the 

wilderness by Satan.) 

 

Pastor: The Holy Gospel according to St. Luke, the fourth 

chapter. 

People: Glory to You, O Lord. 

 

(After the reading of the Gospel:) 

 

Pastor: This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

People: Praise to You, O Christ. 
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CREED - Nicene Creed  

 

I believe in one God, the Father Almighty, maker of 

heaven and earth and of all things visible and invisible. 

 

And in one Lord Jesus Christ, the only-begotten Son of 

God, begotten of His Father before all worlds, God of 

God, Light of Light, very God of very God, begotten, not 

made, being of one substance with the Father, by whom 

all things were made; who for us men and for our 

salvation came down from heaven and was incarnate by 

the Holy Spirit of the virgin Mary and was made man; 

and was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate. He 

suffered and was buried. And the third day He rose again 

according to the Scriptures and ascended into heaven and 

sits at the right hand of the Father. And He will come 

again with glory to judge both the living and the dead, 

whose kingdom will have no end. 

 

And I believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord and giver of life, 

who proceeds from the Father and the Son, who with the 

Father and the Son together is worshiped and glorified, 

who spoke by the prophets. And I believe in one holy 

Christian and apostolic Church, I acknowledge one 

Baptism for the remission of sins, and I look for the 

resurrection of the dead and the life + of the world to 

come.  Amen. 

  

HYMN OF THE DAY “Just As I Am, Without One Plea” 

LW 359  

 

SERMON 

 

THE DIVINE SERVICE CONTINUES ON page 143 

 

COMMUNION HYMNS: 378, 506, 239 
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RECESSIONAL HYMN "O Lord, throughout These Forty 

Days" LW 92  

 
From Creative Worship for the Lutheran Parish, Series C, Part 2. Copyright © 2012 
Concordia Publishing House.  
All rights reserved. Used by permission. 

 

OUR MISSION AND MINISTRY 

 

IN OUR PRAYERS: Lord, we thank You that You have 

taught us what You would have us believe and do.  Help us 

by Your Holy Spirit, for the sake of Jesus Christ to hold fast 

thereby we may be made strong in faith and perfect in 

holiness, and be comforted in life and death.  Great  

Physician, we pray for the sick, the injured, and those who 

suffer in any way, especially – Gerald Groce, who is at 

home; Don Sibole, Gene Thurman, who is at the New 

Haven Care Center; Robert Joseph, Pastor’s Father-in-Law;  

Wilma Helling, as she receives cancer treatments; Kristofor 

Pelster, who had heart surgery this past Friday at Mercy in 

St. Louis.  We also remember the many shut-ins in our 

congregation –Lucille Brune, Adeline Keune, Edna 

Deppermann, Mathilde Ohse, Ardell Wagner, Yvonne 

Gleitz, Ed Gardner, Delores Roehrs, Hulda Althage, and 

all those we remember in our hearts. 

 

We remember in our prayers the family of Jerri Hallemann 

who died in Christian faith this past Thursday.  May God give 

comfort to Susan, Ray, Jean and their families as they mourn 

their loss in the promises of Christ our Savior the 

Resurrection and the life. 

 

We rejoice with Jessie and Rommel Angeles in the birth of 

their son Samuel Levi on February 10
th

 in  Okinawa, Japan.  

Baptism will be this May at our church when the family will be 

stateside.   

 

http://www.facebook.com/pages/Okinawa-shi-Okinawa-Japan/106215176076373
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We pray for our congregation, that we may be diligent in the 

work of our Lord here at Ebenezer.  We pray for the 

 Lutheran Church that we may proclaim the good news of 

Jesus Christ with boldness.  We especially remember our 

Missionaries, Mike and Cindy Rodewald and John 

 Strasen in Africa, and Robin McCoy in Thailand. 

 

We also want to remember our President and Governor as 

well as all legislators and all judges that they will make  

wise decisions and have a willingness to protect and defend 

the powerless.  We also pray for our many men and women 

of our Armed Forces stationed around the world and here 

at home; and the people who respond to emergencies – 

our law enforcement people, and the firefighters who help 

protect us. 

 

++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 

 

To our members and guests who are here with us today.  We 

are very glad you are here for our worship services.  May 

the Lord refresh you with peace and love during our 

worship services.  Please join us here at Ebenezer again 

soon.  Please sign the guest register near the front door with 

your name, address, and Church affiliation.  

 

Our second Wednesday of Lent Worship services  will be 

this coming Wednesday, February 20
th

, 2013  at 10:00 AM 

and 7:30 PM.  The theme  for this Wednesday worship 

will be “Fellowship with the Father – The Lord in Prayer”   

 

A note of appreciation – “I want to express my thanks to my 

brothers and sisters in Christ here at Ebenezer for your 

prayerful support and words of comfort and encouragement 

during the illness and subsequent death of my husband, 

Melvin.  Your support has been a great blessing during this 

difficult time.”  Sincerely, Ruth Marschel 
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VBS Craft Request – We will be using lots of magnet  

pieces for a project this year.  I would like the thin stuff 

 like the sheets with the sports schedules from schools.  Any 

other business card sizes will do also.  If you have any and 

are not going to use them, we would appreciate having  

them for Vacation Bible School.  Thank you!  Karen  

 

The Men’s Club at Bethlehem Lutheran Church will 

sponsor the Annual Pork Sausage Feast February 24
th

.  

Serving will be from 12 noon to 6:00 PM.  Adults $9.00; 

Children (6-12) $4.00.  The meal is served family style.  

The Ladies Aid will have a Country Store.  Please see the 

poster on the bulletin board for more information. 

 

Thrivent Choice – As most of you know, Thrivent Choice is 

changing this year.  There are no longer any recurring choices 

for your contributions.  You need to contact them periodically 

and direct your funds.  That can be done by phone or by 

computer.  I had previously said the information I had was, 

you could contact them quarterly or just once during the first 

quarter of the following year.  The other evening at a Thrivent 

meeting, Mark Koch indicated it would be a good idea to 

contact them at least twice a year to direct your money.  He 

said by waiting until the next year, it was possible the funds 

they had set aside for Thrivent Choice would all be directed 

and you would have none left.  They budget an estimated 

amount for that and if more money is directed, the fund is 

used up faster.  Please consider directing your money twice in 

2013 by calling 1-800-THRIVENT or going to 

www.Thrivent.com.  Thank you.  If you have not already 

received a letter from Thrivent, you will be receiving one 

soon.  It will tell you about an upcoming vote (March 1 – 

April 30) asking if Thrivent should be open to not only 

Lutherans, but ALL Christians.  Mark Koch indicated those 

religions who were to be considered Christians would be 

http://www.thrivent.com/
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those confessing the Apostle’s Creed.  You will be asked to 

vote yes, if you wish to keep it only for Lutherans.  There 

apparently will be a ballot in the mail, or you can vote by 

phone or internet.  Please consider this and vote when March 

arrives.   Thank you – Karen Sprick 

 

Last year some of us made book bags for Christ  

Community Lutheran School in Kawete, Uganda per 

instructions from Dorothy Schaser of “With God’s Little 

Ones.”  In March Dorothy will be taking 250 more book  

bags to the schools,  we have the opportunity to again 

participate in this project.  If you can help, instruction  

sheets and a sample bag are on the table in back of Church.  

 If you have questions, please see Barb Kassebaum. 

More information from Mrs. Schaser that we received  

this past week – “Last March we took handmade book bags 

to the kids at Christ Community Lutheran School in Uganda.  

When we returned in October, I was amazed to see those kids 

still using and appreciating those book bags.  In 7 months, the 

bags were certainly worn, dirty and a couple little holes here 

and there, but still doing the job of carrying their pencils, 

notebooks, and bowl for lunch every day.  So this project  

is ongoing”.  Mrs. Schaser will probably need about 350 

bags.   So if any of the ladies from our congregation 

can help, please pick up an instruction sheet from the  

table near the entrance.   

  

Please mark your calendars – Thrivent will be having a 

Chili and Soup dinner here at Ebenezer on Sunday, 

February 24
th

 after Church.   The meat has now been taken 

care of for the dinner.  The proceeds from the free-will 

offering at the dinner will go to the Leslie Food Pantry.  

 

Lenten Thursday Bible Studies – Pastor is inviting 

everyone to give up some of your valuable time to study 

God’s Word in a study “Death…Then What?”  The classes 
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will be held beginning February 21 thru March 14
th

.  The 

times will be at 10:00 AM and again at 7:00 PM in our 

Church fellowship hall 

February 21 – “Session One:  Facing the Great Unknown” 

February 28 – “Session Two:  Which Way Are You 

Heading?” 

March 7 – “Session Three:  Will We Ever Meet Again?” 

March 14 – “Session Four:  Our Eternal Future” 

 

 

Ladies, please keep in mind that our Ebenezer Mission 

Society will meet on Monday, February 25
th

.  We will be 

making more rice warming for the new mothers at Mercy 

Childbirth Center in Washington.  Please join us at 6:00 

PM and stay for our quarterly meeting beginning at 7:30 

PM.  All are welcome to come and help plan projects to 

spread the Good news of Jesus Christ. 

 

 

Those Serving Today 

 

Organist Saturday – Jennifer Huellinghoff 

Organist Sunday – Ruth Marschel 

Head Usher Saturday – Tracey Bade 

Head Usher Sunday – Lee Kassebaum 

Choir Director – Kathy Scheer 

Altar Guild – Barb Gilbert and Mary Adams 

Acolytes – Andrew Inman and Zach Brunkhorst 

Bell Ringer – Corey Adams 
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Our Offerings in Response to Christ’s Grace 

 

Offerings February  9 & 10, 2013 

Weekly envelopes   $1,530.00 

Plate           121.00 

Sunday School                  23.53 

Portals of Prayer            5.00 

Lutheran Witness          16.00 

Recycle funds           19.40 

Carlyn Unger Memorials        145.00 

Cemetery engraving funds              215.00 

       $2,074.93 

 

 

 

Attendance: 

Saturday Evening Service  18 

Sunday Service                    81 

                                                     99   

      

Ash Wednesday Service: 

Ash Wednesday Offerings  $337.00 

Weekly Envelopes    230.00 

Plate          14.00 

      $581.00 

 

Morning worship attendance 18 

Evening worship attendance    25 

      43 

 

Sunday School Attendance   12  Children 

                  21  Adults 

                              33 
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This Week at Ebenezer 

 

Tuesday – Sunday School Teachers/Education Committee 

  7:00 PM 

Wednesday -- Lenten Worship – 10:00 AM & 7:30 PM 

         Confirmation 6:30 PM 

         Choir 7:00 PM 

Thursday --     Bible Study – “Death, Then What?”  10:00    

                          AM & 7:00 PM 

Saturday -- Worship 3:00 PM 

 

Sunday Morning Bible Class 

“Meditations on Divine Mercy” 

 

Beginning on Sunday, February 17, Pastor will begin a Bible 

Study on “Meditations on Divine Mercy” by Johann Gerhard.  

The book was first published in the 17
th

 century and was 

translated  to English by our Synodical President Matthew 

Harrison.  It has deeply influenced Pastor Zastrow in his daily 

prayer life and now he wants to share this treasure to the 

members of Ebenezer.  All participants (one per family) will 

be receiving a copy of this book.  The book is deeply rooted 

in the Bible and covers all aspects of Christian life.  Pastor 

Zastrow feels that despite of its age “Meditations on Divine 

Mercy” is extremely contemporary in expressing the needs of 

a Christian.  The book sets the example for the prayer life of 

the Christian.  Please come to appreciate this great treasure. 

 

Please note that our Adult Bible Class has decreased over the 

years.  This grieves Pastor Zastrow very much and is serious 

concern for him.  He prays that members would come back to 

Bible study not only to hear and learn God’s Word but also 

for fellowship with one another. 


