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AS WE GATHER: Today begins a 40-day journey toward 

Holy Week. Long ago, our Christian forebears recognized the 

significance of 40---Noah, his family, and the animals, on the 

ark for 40 days and 40 nights; the Israelites in the desert 

wilderness for 40 years; Jesus tempted in the wilderness 40 

days. So our forebears in faith created this time period called 

"Lent," which means "spring."  It is a time, especially if we 

have grown weary in practicing our faith, when our focus is 

turned again to Jesus' suffering and death for us and His 

glorious resurrection.  In anticipation of celebrating these 

days of Holy Week, we prepare by: repentance---turning 

again to God (and turning away from what lures us away 

from God); fasting--- abstaining from something, even 

something good, so that we more deeply engage in giving 

ourselves away for the sake of others; and works of love---

whether renewed generosity in sharing our money or our time 

or talents.  These Lenten practices flow from faith in Christ.  

They point us toward what faith, active in love, looks like in 

our lives. They are glimpses of that new resurrection life for 

which we all yearn.   

 

PRAYER BEFORE WORSHIP: Gracious God, our 

heavenly Father, You have given us a foretaste of the feast to 

come in the Holy Supper of Your Son's body and blood. Keep 

us firm in the true faith throughout our days of pilgrimage 

that, on the day of His coming, we may, together with all 

Your saints, celebrate the marriage feast of the Lamb in His 
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kingdom which has no end; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, 

our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, 

one God, now and forever. Amen. 

 

THE DIVINE SERVICE 

 

+PREPARATION+ 

 

PSALM HYMN "Create in Me" LW 5  

  

INVOCATION 

 

Pastor: In the name of the Father, and of the + Son, and of 

the Holy Spirit. 

People: Amen. 

 

OPENING SENTENCES 

 

Pastor: Brothers and sisters in Christ:  today, we begin a 

journey traveled by our forebears in the Christian 

faith and by the Church throughout the world, the 

journey of Lent.  Our journey begins with repentance 

on this Ash Wednesday, as we confess our sins and 

turn to our Lord Jesus Christ for amendment of our 

sinful lives.  Our journey invites us to participate in 

practices that reflect the self-giving sacrifice of our 

Lord Jesus:  fasting, prayer, and generosity.  Our 

journey leads us toward Holy Week and the re-telling 

of the central story of our faith---the death and 

resurrection of our Lord Jesus Christ.  Our Lenten 

journey is daily dying to sin and being raised to live 

anew as God's forgiven people, chosen to bless the 

world.  I invite you to embark on this journey, 

trusting that our Father will guide us, preserve us, and 

renew us.  
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(Stand) 

 

CONFESSION 

 

Pastor: Holy and merciful Father, 

People: we confess to You that we are by nature sinful and 

unclean.  We have sinned against You in thought, 

word, and deed, by what we have done and by 

what we have left undone. 

 

Pastor: For our failure to love You, with all our heart, mind, 

and strength, 

People: Accept our repentance, O Lord. 

 

Pastor: For our failure to love our neighbors as ourselves, 

People: Accept our repentance, O Lord. 

 

Pastor: For our holding on to grudges and refusing to forgive 

others as You have forgiven us, 

People: Accept our repentance, O Lord. 

 

Pastor: For our reluctance to share generously and joyfully 

the time, talent, and treasures You provide, 

People: Accept our repentance, O Lord. 

 

Pastor: For our suspicion of strangers which hinders our 

sharing of the Gospel, 

People: Accept our repentance, O Lord. 

 

Pastor: For our refusal to speak well of our neighbor and to 

put the best construction on our neighbor's words and 

actions, 

People: Accept our repentance, O Lord. 

 

Pastor: For our arrogance toward others, 
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People: Accept our repentance, O Lord. 

 

Pastor: For all of the ways in which the confession of our lips 

does not show forth in our lives, 

People: Accept our repentance, O Lord. Forgive us, renew 

us, and lead us, so that we may delight in Your 

will and walk in Your ways to the glory of Your 

holy name.  Amen. 

 

(Sit) 

  

IMPOSITION OF ASHES 

 

(Those who desire to receive ashes come forward, following 

the directions of the ushers.)    

 

CHOIR (during distribution of Ashes) “Glory Be to Jesus” 

 

ABSOLUTION 
 

Pastor: Accomplish in us, O God, the work of Your 

salvation, 

People: that we may show forth Your glory in the world. 

 

Pastor: By the cross and Passion of Your Son, our Lord, 

People: bring us with all Your saints to the joy of His 

resurrection. 

 

Pastor: Almighty God, the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, 

does not desire the death of sinners, but rather that 

they may turn from their wickedness and live. 

Therefore, we implore Him to grant us true 

repentance and His Holy Spirit that those things may 

please Him which we do on this day, that the rest of 

our life may be pure and holy, and that at the last we 
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may come to His eternal joy; through Jesus Christ our 

Lord. 

People: Amen. 

  

PRAYER OF THE DAY   

 

Pastor: The Lord be with you. 

People: And also with you. 

 

Pastor: Let us pray. 

Almighty and everlasting God, You despise nothing. 

You have made and forgive the sins of all who are 

penitent.  Create in us new and contrite hearts that, 

lamenting our sins and acknowledging our 

wretchedness, we may receive from You full pardon 

and forgiveness; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our 

Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy 

Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

People: Amen.   

+ WORD +  

 

OLD TESTAMENT Joel 2:12-19 (Return to the Lord with   

 

PSALM 90 page 335 read responsively by verses 

 

EPISTLE 2 Corinthians 5:20b---6:10 (Be reconciled with 

God.) 

 

Pastor: This is the Word of the Lord 

People: Thanks be to God. 

 

 

 GRADUAL Hebrews 12:2; Joel 2:13b 
 

Pastor: O come, let us fix our eyes on Jesus, 
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      the founder and perfecter of our faith, 

People: who for the joy that was set before Him 

endured the cross, despising the shame, and is 

seated at the right hand of the throne of God. 

 

Pastor: Return to the LORD, your God, 

      for He is gracious and merciful, 

People: slow to anger, 

      and abounding in steadfast love. 

 

GOSPEL Matthew 6:1-6, 16-21 (Alms giving, prayer, and 

fasting) 

 

Pastor: The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the sixth 

chapter. 

People: Glory to You, O Lord.   

 

(The Gospel is read.) 

 

Pastor: This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

People: Praise to You, O Christ. 

 

HYMN OF THE DAY "When in the Hour of Deepest Need" 

LW 428  

 

SERMON  

 

CREED Nicene Creed   

 

All: I believe in one God, the Father Almighty, maker of 

heaven and earth and of all things visible and 

invisible. 

 

And in one Lord Jesus Christ, the only-begotten Son of 

God, begotten of His Father before all worlds, God of 
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God, Light of Light, very God of very God, begotten, not 

made, being of one substance with the Father, by whom 

all things were made; who for us men and for our 

salvation came down from heaven and was incarnate by 

the Holy Spirit of the virgin Mary and was made man; 

and was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate. He 

suffered and was buried. And the third day He rose again 

according to the Scriptures and ascended into heaven and 

sits at the right hand of the Father. And He will come 

again with glory to judge both the living and the dead, 

whose kingdom will have no end. 

 

And I believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord and giver of life, 

who proceeds from the Father and the Son, who with the 

Father and the Son together is worshiped and glorified, 

who spoke by the prophets. And I believe in one holy 

Christian and apostolic Church, I acknowledge one 

Baptism for the remission of sins, and I look for the 

resurrection of the dead and the life + of the world to 

come.  Amen.  

 

PRAYERS OF THE CHURCH  

 

OFFERINGS 

 

OFFERTORY HYMN "Today Your Mercy Calls Us" LW 

347    

+ SACRAMENT + 

 

PREFACE 

 

Pastor: The Lord be with you. 2 Timothy 4:22 

People: And also with you. 

 

Pastor: Lift up your hearts. [Colossians 3:1] 

People: We lift them to the Lord. 
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Pastor: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. [Psalm 136] 

People: It is right to give Him thanks and praise. 

 

PROPER PREFACE  

 

Pastor: It is truly good, right, and salutary that we should at 

all times and in all places give thanks to You, holy Lord, 

almighty Father, everlasting God, through Jesus Christ, our 

Lord, who overcame the assaults of the devil and gave His 

life as a ransom for many that with cleansed hearts we might 

be prepared joyfully to celebrate the paschal feast in sincerity 

and truth.  Therefore, with angels and archangels, and with all 

the company of heaven we laud and magnify Your glorious 

name, evermore praising You and saying: 

  

SANCTUS HYMN "Holy, Holy, Holy" LW 168  

 

Holy, holy, holy, Though the darkness hide thee, 

Thought the eye made blind by sin thy glory may not see, 

Only thou art holy; there is none beside thee, 

Perfect n power, in love and purity. 

 

Holy, holy, holy, Lord God Almighty! 

All thy works shall praise thy name in earth and sky and sea. 

Holy, holy, holy, merciful and mighty! 

God in three Persons, blessed Trinity! 

 

LORD'S PRAYER (Matthew 6:9-13) 

 

Our Father who art in heaven, 

hallowed be Thy name, 

Thy kingdom come, 

Thy will be done on earth 

as it is in heaven; 
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give us this day our daily bread; 

and forgive us our trespasses 

as we forgive those  

who trespass against us; 

and lead us not into temptation, 

but deliver us from evil. 

For Thine is the kingdom 

and the power and the glory 

forever and ever. Amen. 
   

WORDS OF OUR LORD Matthew 26:26-28; Mark 14:22-24; Luke 

22:19-20; 1 Corinthians 11:23-25 
  

PROCLAMATION OF CHRIST 

 

Pastor: As often as we eat this bread and drink this cup, we 

proclaim the Lord's death until He comes. 1 Corinthians 

11:26 

People: Amen. Come, Lord Jesus. Revelation 22:20  
 

THE PEACE OF THE LORD 

 

Pastor: The peace of the Lord be with you always. 

People: Amen. 

 

AGNUS DEI HYMN "Lamb of God" LW 208  

 

Lamb of God, pure and holy, 

        Who on the cross didst suffer, 

        Ever patient and lowly, 

        Thyself to scorn didst offer. 

        All sins Thou borest for us, 

        Else had despair reigned o'er us: 

        Thy peace be with us, 0 Jesus!  
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DISTRIBUTION HYMN  "Just as I Am, without One Plea"   

LW 359  

  

POST-COMMUNION THANKSGIVING  

 

Pastor: O God the Father, the fountain and source of all 

goodness, who in loving-kindness sent Your only-

begotten Son into the flesh, we thank You that for 

His sake You have given us pardon and peace in this 

Sacrament, and we ask You not to forsake Your 

children but always to rule our hearts and minds by 

Your Holy Spirit that we may be enabled constantly 

to serve You; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our 

Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy 

Spirit, one God, now and forever.   

People: Amen. 

  

BENEDICTION 

 

Pastor: The Lord bless you and keep you. 

The Lord make His face shine on you and be 

gracious to you. 

The Lord look upon you with favor and + give you 

peace. 

People: Amen. 

 

Pastor: As a people called to repentance and renewal on the 

journey to eternal life, go in peace and serve the 

Lord. 

People: Thanks be to God. 

 

HYMN  "O Lord, throughout These Forty Days" LW 92  

 

CHOIR (evening only) 
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