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Sermon for the First Sunday 
After Epiphany 

 

Genesis Begun, Genesis 
Completed 

All your questions in life have existed since your original 
parents, Adam and Eve, asked them. All the answers are 
timeless. They are eternal. All the answers have always 
been there. They always will be. Both the questions and their 
answers have never changed. They never will. The origin of 
all life’s questions is the human race, past, present, and 
future—in other words, all those who have ever lived. The 
origin of all the answers in life is, like it or not, the timeless 
one true, triune God—Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, three 
distinct persons in one divine being.  

Throughout time, people, starting with Adam and Eve, have 
disliked God’s answers to their questions of origin. When 
Adam and Eve questioned God’s gracious and complete 
provision for them in the Garden of Eden, they were really 

Text: Luke 3:22 

 
And the Holy Spirit descended 
on him in bodily form like a 
dove. And a voice came from 
heaven: “You are my Son, 
whom I love; with you I am 

well pleased.” 
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asking whether their origin was in fact in God—or whether 
perhaps they might really be their own beginning and end. 
They decided they didn’t like God’s explanation of their 
genesis. So in idolatrous and rebellious pride they answered 
their question with their answer, which was to their liking. 
According to them, the “beginning” in “In the beginning” had 
a new and improved meaning. This new and improved 
beginning, their origin, their genesis, not in God but in 
themselves, replaced God as the answer to every question: 
“Who’s boss?” “Who has the last word?” “How do things 
work in this life and world?” Without exception, their answers 
were denials of God’s original timeless answers, which 
spawned endless ensuing debates among their descendants 
over the same questions. 

Confusion in these debates shaped the expectations of the 
people in today’s text from God’s Word. “The people were in 
expectation, and all were questioning in their hearts 
concerning John, whether he might be the Christ” (v 15). 
Was John the Baptist the long-promised Christ, the living 
answer of God to all the sin-tainted questions of Adam and 
Eve and their descendants? As it turns out, John was the 
final Old Testament prophet preparing the way for the 
Messiah, the Christ. John’s work was to make the final 
preparations pointing the world’s attention to Jesus of 
Nazareth as the Christ, the ultimate and perfect solution to 
all the sinful questions of Adam and Eve, their descendants, 
you and me. But people, asking their own questions and 
inventing their own answers, had their own ideas of what the 
Christ should be like. They needed the correction John’s 
preaching provided.  

“John answered them all, saying, ‘I baptize you with water, 
but he who is mightier than I is coming, the strap of whose 
sandals I am not worthy to untie. He will baptize you with the 
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Holy Spirit and with fire. His winnowing fork is in his hand, to 
clear his threshing floor and to gather the wheat into his 
barn, but the chaff he will burn with unquenchable fire.’ So 
with many other exhortations he preached good news to the 
people” (vv 16–18). The correction John’s preaching 
provided came in his famous exhortations to repent of all 
one’s sin and thus also to receive God’s forgiveness—for 
sins of defiantly, presumptuously, and idolatrously 
questioning God and his ways and will. This proclamation 
presupposed the source or origin—the genesis—of that 
forgiving love offered by God’s command. That origin—the 
genesis—is, as it always has been and always will be, Christ 
Jesus, “the strap of whose sandals” none of us is “worthy to 
untie.” 

That Origin, that Genesis, is a complete contractor for the 
job of giving birth to—or originating—true, eternal, spiritual 
life in the hearts of the baptized. By the Holy Spirit’s 
inspiration, John correctly, specifically, tells us that God 
never needs or uses subcontractors to get his genesis job 
completed. John tells us this when he tells us we’re not 
worthy or capable of untying Jesus’ sandals. And John also 
tells us this even more clearly when he says Christ Jesus, 
not his subcontractor prophets or anyone else, clears his 
threshing floor and gathers his wheat into his barn. What 
pure, joyful relief this message is to sinners afflicted by all 
the nagging questions that come from Adam and Eve’s 
original sinful questions. Questions we ask ourselves like 
“What must I do to be saved?” or “Have I done enough?” or 
“Have I neglected or overlooked something God requires of 
me?” or “Do I measure up in every way necessary?” 

John gives us God the Son’s sweet, airtight, bombproof 
answers to all our sinful questions when he says in v 16, “He 
will baptize you with the Holy Spirit and fire.” The anointing 
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of God the Son with God the Holy Spirit in the Baptism he 
received from John is the beginning, the origin, the genesis, 
of God the Father’s re-creation of the world. This re-creation, 
this re-origination, this genesis was started here at Jesus’ 
Baptism in the Jordan River. It was completed in Jesus’ 
baptism with fire on Calvary’s center cross (Lk 12:50). All our 
sin, yours and mine, including our sinful questions and our 
sinful answers of God and his will, were fuel for the fires of 
hell Christ endured on his cross. His sin-free lifeblood 
quenched those fires, giving us freedom from the damning 
power and guilt of our sin, hell, and death. And then that 
freedom from sin and hell and death was given to us in our 
new genesis, the new life begun in us by the Holy Spirit in 
his Sacrament of Baptism. With that new life, that second 
genesis, we have the assurance that Christ Jesus will gather 
us, his wheat, from his threshing floor on Calvary’s cross, 
into his heavenly barn. 

Genesis begun, Genesis completed! 

In Baptism, Christ Jesus has opened heaven to us. It is wide 
open, and it never closes. Because of Jesus Christ’s 
genesis, begun in his Baptism by John, we know the true, 
timeless, original answers to all of Adam’s, Eve’s, and their 
descendants’ sinful questions. Because of Jesus Christ’s 
genesis, completed in his baptism of fire on the cross, God 
the Father tells us, as he told Jesus, “You are my beloved 
Son; with you I am well pleased” (v 22). That is God the 
Father’s way of telling us that in his Baptism, Christ Jesus 
fulfilled all righteousness by taking on the sins of this world, 
including yours and mine, and that he destroyed them on his 
cross. On his cross he made everything, absolutely 
everything, right between God and us. That is the 
personalized message of God to each of us in his 
Sacrament of Baptism. 
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BECAUSE OF JESUS’ GENESIS, WE ARE AGAIN 

THE CHILDREN OF GOD OUR GENESIS MADE US. 

There is no greater objective assurance of freedom and 
relief for troubled, tormented souls! This sweet message of 
peace was proclaimed from Jesus’ cross, specifically and 
personally to each one of us, by God the Father. In our 
Baptism, we have a new beginning, a new genesis, with him. 
Our deepest question answered! Praise God from whom all 
blessings flow! Amen. 

 


