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AS WE GATHER: Epiphany is the feast of light; the very light 

of Christ revealed to the Gentiles as the Lord and Savior. God's 

plan from the beginning has been to bring all Gentile nations into 

one family through the Savior Jesus who illuminates the whole 

world with eternal truths. The magi from the East were the first 

of this harvest. From the day of their visit to the Christ child in 

Bethlehem down to the present time, all believers in Jesus---Jew 

and Gentile alike---have been made fellow heirs of His body and 

partakers in the mystery of unity with Christ Himself who is Lord 

of all. This is the blessed Epiphany story. 

 

INVOCATION 

 

HYMN "Brightest and Best of the Stars of the Morning" LW 86   

 

Pastor: In the name of the Father and of the + Son and of 

the Holy Spirit. 

People: Amen.  

 

OPENING SENTENCES 

 

Pastor: Arise, shine, for your light has come,  

People: and the glory of the LORD has risen upon you. 

Isaiah 60:1 

Pastor: Nations shall come to your light,  
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People: and kings to the brightness of your rising. Isaiah 

60:3 

Pastor: May all kings fall down before Him,  

People: all nations serve Him! Psalm 72:11 

 

CONFESSION and ABSOLUTION 

 

Pastor: Compassionate Father… 

People: standing in the light of Your Word we are 

humbly aware of Your holiness and need to be 

honest about the darkness of our sinful hearts. 

We do not walk in the light as You are in the 

light, but instead seek the cloak of darkness to 

hide our sins from the truth of Your righteous 

judgment. For the sake of Jesus, the Light of the 

World, hear our confession and forgive our sins. 

Send Your Holy Spirit to enlighten our hearts 

through Your Word and grant us strength to do 

Your will through Christ our Lord who 

suffered, died, and rose again that we would 

have eternal life.  Amen. 

 

Pastor: God hears our confession, illuminates our darkness, 

and embraces us with divine mercy for Jesus' sake. 

Therefore, as a called and ordained servant of 

Christ and by His authority, I forgive you all your 

sins in the name of the Father and of the + Son and 

of the Holy Spirit. Amen.  

 

INTROIT   
 

Pastor: I will cause your name to be remembered in all 

generations; therefore nations will praise you 

forever and ever. 

People: Your throne, O God, is forever and ever.The 

scepter of your kingdom is a scepter of 

uprightness; you have loved righteousness and 

hated wickedness. 

Pastor: Therefore God, your God, has anointed you with 

the oil of gladness beyond your companions; your 

robes are all fragrant with myrrh and aloes and 

cassia. 

People: Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the 

Holy Spirit; as it was in the beginning is now, 

and will be forever. Amen.  

Pastor: I will cause your name to be remembered in all 

generations; therefore nations will praise you 

forever and ever.  

 

KYRIE   

 

Pastor: In peace, let us pray to the Lord. 

People: Lord, have mercy.   

 

Pastor: For the peace from above and for our salvation let 

us pray to the Lord.   

People: Lord, have mercy.   

 

Pastor: For the peace of the whole world, for the well 

being of the Church of God, and for the unity of all, 

let us pray to the Lord. 

People: Lord, have mercy.   

Pastor: For this holy house and for all who offer here their 

worship and praise, let us pray to the Lord. 

People: Lord, have mercy.   

 

Pastor: Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gracious Lord.   

People: Amen.    

 



 

 

HYMN OF PRAISE “Hail, O Source of Every Blessing” LW 84 

 

Hail, O Source of every blessing, 

Father of all humankind! 

Gentiles now, your grace possessing, 

In your courts admission find. 

Grateful now we fall before you, 

In your Church obtain a place, 

See your glory and adore you; 

Praise your truth and laud your grace. 

 

Once far off but now invited, 

We approach your sacred throne; 

In your covenant united, 

Reconciled, redeemed, made one. 

Now revealed to eastern sages, 

See the Star of Mercy shine; 

Mystery hid in former ages, 

Mystery great of love divine. 

 

Hail, O all inviting Savior! 

Gentiles now their offerings bring; 

In your temples seek your favor, 

Jesus Christ, our Lord and King. 

May we, body, soul, and spirit, 

Live devoted to your praise, 

Glorious realms of bliss inherit, 

Grateful anthems ever raise! 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 

 

Pastor: The Lord be with you. 

People: And also with you.   

 

Pastor: Let us pray. 

    

Pastor: Heavenly Father, You have ignited in our hearts an 

awareness of the light of Jesus Christ. Grant that 

we may be partakers in the fellowship of the 

mystery of our Lord's Epiphany; through Jesus 

Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns 

with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and 

forever. 

People: Amen.  

 

OLD TESTAMENT Isaiah 60:1-6 (The Future Glory of Israel) 

   

GRADUAL 

 

Pastor: Praise the Lord all nations! 

  Extol him, all peoples! 

People: For great is his steadfast love toward us, and the 

faithfulness of the Lord endures forever. 

Pastor: Ascribe to the Lord the glory due his name; 

 Bring an offering, and come into his courts! Psalm 

117:1-2a; 96:8  

 

EPISTLE Ephesians 3:1-12 (The Mystery of the Gospel 

Revealed)   

 

VERSE Matthew 2:2b   

 

Pastor: Alleluia.  Where is He who has been born king of 

the Jews? 

People: For we saw His star when it rose and have come 

to worship Him.  Alleluia.  

 

GOSPEL Matthew 2:1-12 (The Visit of the Wise Men) 

 

Pastor: The Gospel according to St. Matthew  

People: Glory to You, O Lord. 



 

 

 

(after the reading of the Gospel) 

People: Praise to You, O Christ. 

  

SERMON  

 

THE ORDER OF SERVICE CONTINUES ON PAGE 166 

OF LUTHERAN WORSHIP 

 

COMMUNION HYMNS 

 “Jesus Had Come and Brings Pleasure” LW 78 

 “Here O My Lord, I See You Face to Face” LW 243 

 

CLOSING HYMN “O Jesus, Blessed Lord, My Praise”  

 

 

OUR MISSION AND MINISTRY 

 

IN OUR PRAYERS:  Lord, we thank You that You have taught 

us what You would have us believe and do.  Help us by Your 

Holy Spirit, for the sake of Jesus Christ to hold fast Your Word 

in our hearts which You have cleansed, that thereby we may be 

made strong in faith and perfect in holiness, and be comforted in 

life and death.   

 

We remember the family of Carlyn Unger.  Carlyn entered her 

eternal rest with Jesus on January 3, 2013.  Funeral services will 

be this Monday at 11:00 AM at our church.  Visitation will be 

Sunday evening at Toedtmann and Grosse Funeral Home in New 

Haven.  We express our sympathies to Carlyn’s brother Leland 

and wife Viola, their children and families.   

 

At this time, we pray for the sick and recovering members and 

friends of our congregation, especially those dealing with issues 

of ill health – Melvin Marschel, who is still in intensive care,  

Gene Thurman, who is still hospitalized, but out of intensive 

care; Alexis Harriman, the niece of Rick and Cindy Scheer, who 

is hospitalized at Mercy Children’s Hospital.  Eric Hohlt, who is 

in a group home in St. Louis; Jim Kormeier, Wilma Helling, 

and Don Slack, who are all still dealing with health issues.  We 

also remember all our many shut-ins in our congregation -  

Mathilde Ohse, Edna Deppermann, Adeline Keune, Ardell 

Wagner, Yvonne Gleitz, Ed Gardner, Delores Roehrs Hulda 

Althage and all those we hold dear in our hearts. 

 

We pray for our congregation,  that we may be diligent in the 

work of our Lord here at Ebenezer. We pray for the Lutheran 

Church that we may proclaim the good news of Jesus Christ 

with boldness.  We especially remember our Missionaries, 

Mike and Cindy Rodewald in Africa, John Strasen, in Africa 

and Robin McCoy in Thailand.   

 

We pray for our many men and women of our Armed Forces 

stationed around the world and here at home; and the people 

who respond to emergencies – our law enforcement people, 

and the firefighters who help protect us. 

+++++++++++++++++++++++++ 

 

To our members and guests who are here with us today.  We 

are very glad you are here for our worship services.  May the 

Lord refresh you with peace and love during our worship 

services and grant you and your family a Blessed New Year!  

Please join us here at Ebenezer again soon.  Please sign the 

guest register near the front door of the Church with your 

name, address and Church affiliation.  Thank you! 

 

After Church today, we will be taking down the Christmas 

decorations here at Church.  We will have a light meal for 

lunch after Church and then begin our work.  If you are able 

to help, it would be greatly appreciated!!! 



 

 

 

Recycle Update –We are pleased to report the addition of $79.50 

in recycle aluminum proceeds to our ongoing project for 

missionaries.  This brings our grand total for all recycle, 

donations, and auction lunch stand proceeds to $7,459.58.  These 

funds help our missionaries:  Robin McCoy, John Strasen, and 

Mike & Cindy Rodewald.  Thank you so very much for your help 

and support. 

 

January 8
th

 – Our Mission Society will once again be making 

rice warming bags for the maternity ward at Mercy Hospital.  We 

plan to begin around 6:30 P.M.  Everyone is welcome to come 

and help! 

 

A date to keep in mind – The Washington Circuit Youth 

Gathering is planned for February 1 and 2 for youth in grades 6 – 

12 at Camp Trinity.  There are registration forms on the table 

near our Church entrance.   There is a $20 registration fee.  The 

registration forms need to be returned to Camp Trinity, 439 

Camp Trinity Drive, New Haven, MO 63068 by January 25
th

. 

 

Lutheran Witness Renewals – Please let Mary Sprick know 

whether you want to keep or terminate your subscription to The 

Lutheran Witness.  The subscription rate is $15.60 per year – the 

same as last year.  We will have to send in the renewals by 

February1, 2013. 

 

Please pick up your latest section of pictures and addresses for 

the directory.  They are on the table in the back of Church.  It 

includes pictures of new members and some pictures of the 

renovation of the Church.  There are also some remaining copies 

of the section before this one, if you did not receive it.  Please 

help yourself to your copy and enjoy! For more information, 

please see Karen Sprick. 

 

Those Serving Today 

 

Organist Saturday – Laura Nichols 

Organist Sunday – Jennifer Huellinghoff 

Head Usher Saturday – Tracey Bade 

Head Usher Sunday – Marvin Kassebaum 

Altar Guild – Nancy Quinn and Mary Sprick 

Acolytes – Zach Brunkhorst and Justine Huellinghoff 

Bell Ringer – Paul Kassebaum 

 

Our Offerings in Response to Christ’s Grace 

 

Contributions December 29 & 30 $1,164.17 

Contributions New Year’s Day  $1,091.10 

Total      $2,255.27 

 

Attendance: 

Saturday Evening Service  21 

Sunday Service   80 

New Year’s Day Service  20 

Total:             121 

 

  

Sunday School Attendance      6 Children 

      18 Adults 

      24    

 

This Week at Ebenezer 

 

Monday    Carlyn Unger’s Funeral 11:00 AM 

Tuesday    Elders 7:00 PM 

Wednesday    Confirmation 6:30 PM 

Saturday –   Worship 3:00 PM 


