
Session 3

Heavenly Father, through Joseph You protected and provided for Your Son. Work through me to bless my 
family and friends. In Jesus’ Name. Amen.

What responsibilities does a man have for his family?

Describe some of the enemies from which he needs to protect his family.

In key moments in very special circumstances God communicated His will directly to Joseph by angels 
through dreams. 

Why was it necessary that God speak to Joseph through these divine dreams?

What ways could God communicate directly to you?

How could we be certain it is God communicating?

Matthew only records four divine dreams through which God revealed His will directly to Joseph. For the 
vast majority of his life, Joseph relied on the promises of the Old Testament Bible to reassure him of God’s 
active involvement in his life. !ough God can communicate His will to us in any way He chooses, we can 
be assured He is speaking to us whenever we read His Bible and receive His reassurance in Baptism and 
Communion.

God gave Joseph a very marketable skill in being a builder in wood and stone. !rough that skill he 
provided for his family and made an important contribution to his community.

What are the greatest challenges you face in providing for your family?

Joseph knew it wasn’t enough to provide the physical needs of his family; he needed to provide for their 
spiritual needs too. He made sure his foster-son Jesus got o" to a good start in His faith by bringing Him  
to the rabbi to be circumcised at the appropriate time and taking Him to the temple to present Him   
to the Lord.

Why is it important for a dad to be mindful of his family’s eternal future and not just their 
earthly future?

In the wake of the unexpected arrival of the wise men, God warned Joseph to #ee to protect His Son’s life. 
Taking God’s warning seriously, Joseph arose in the middle of the night and immediately led his wife and 
her Son to safety in Egypt.
 



In the middle of a night many years later, Jesus rose up to protect His 
disciples and send them o! safely while He remained behind to be 
captured, condemned and put to death on a cross. "is reading begins with 
Jesus’ prayer to His Father in chapter 17; it then continues as He protects 
His disciples during His arrest in chapter 18.

 1 When Jesus had spoken these words, He went out with His 
disciples across the Kidron Valley, where there was a garden, 
which He and His disciples entered.

2 Now Judas, who betrayed Him, also knew the place, for Jesus o#en 
met there with His disciples.

3 So Judas, having procured a band of soldiers and some o$cers 
from the chief priests and the Pharisees, went there with lanterns 
and torches and weapons.

4 "en Jesus, knowing all that would happen to Him, came forward 
and said to them, “Whom do you seek?”

5 "ey answered Him, “Jesus of Nazareth.” Jesus said to them, “I am 
He.” Judas, who betrayed Him, was standing with them.

6 When Jesus said to them, “I am He,” they drew back and fell to  
the ground.

7 So He asked them again, “Whom do you seek?” And they said, 
“Jesus of Nazareth.”

8 Jesus answered, “I told you that I am He. So, if you seek Me, let 
these men go.”

9 "is was to ful%ll the word that He had spoken: “Of those whom 
You gave Me I have lost not one.”

10 "en Simon Peter, having a sword, drew it and struck the high 
priest’s servant and cut o! his right ear. ("e servant’s name was 
Malchus.)

11 So Jesus said to Peter, “Put your sword into its sheath; shall I not 
drink the cup that the Father has given Me?”

12 So the band of soldiers and their captain and the o$cers of the 
Jews arrested Jesus and bound Him.



Jesus put Himself in harm’s way to protect us. He o!ered Himself to cruci"xion and death in our place  
to save us from the eternal punishment in hell we deserve because of our sins.

Describe how Jesus took charge of the situation so He could send His followers away safely.

How have you seen Jesus protect you or someone you know from harm?

Father, I praise You for men like Joseph who faithfully protect their families, but I especially thank You for 
Your fatherly protection in Jesus Christ, Your Son. Guard and deliver me from all danger that I may protect 
my family and friends as I share Your Word with them and bring them to Your house. In Jesus’ Name. 
Amen.


