
Deciding whether to divorce Mary was probably one of Joseph’s most 
di!cult decisions. "irty-some years later, Mary’s son Jesus had a tough 
decision of His own to make. It came the night before He was to be 
arrested, tried and condemned to die on the cross. A#er supper He went 
with His disciples to a garden where He struggled to decide if He should 
go to the cross or search for another way.

And He (Jesus) came out and went, as was His custom, to the 39 
Mount of Olives, and the disciples followed Him.
And when He came to the place, He said to them, “Pray that you 40 
may not enter into temptation.”
And He withdrew from them about a stone’s throw, and knelt 41 
down and prayed,
saying, “Father, if You are willing, remove this cup from Me. 42 
Nevertheless, not My will, but Yours, be done.”
And there appeared to Him an angel from heaven, strengthening 43 
Him.
And being in an agony He prayed more earnestly; and His sweat 44 
became like great drops of blood falling down to the ground.
And when He rose from prayer, He came to the disciples and 45 
found them sleeping for sorrow,
and He said to them, “Why are you sleeping? Rise and pray that 46 
you may not enter into temptation.”     

"is was clearly a di!cult decision for Jesus, but in the end He knew it 
was His Heavenly Father’s will for Him to su$er and die. For through His 
death and resurrection He would win forgiveness and eternal life for each 
of us. Like Joseph, Jesus faced a great risk deciding to obey God’s will. 
For Joseph it meant the possible destruction of his reputation; for Jesus 
it meant the loss of His life on the cross. But the payo$s were enormous: 
Joseph’s obedience made him the foster-father of God’s own Son; Jesus’ 
obedience made Him the Savior of the world.

Holy Father, give me courage to follow Your will like Joseph—no matter 
what may result. In Jesus’ Name. Amen.
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!is article describes how carpentry tools have developed from ancient times to today. 

!is article discusses how betrothal and marriage worked in Bible times. 
!is article cites biblical and Jewish sources to describe the ancient procedures for betrothal. 
!is article provides information about arranged marriages, including where they 
are taking place around the world today.

!is article by Lynn Cohick explores whether Mary faced the social stigma of being an unmarried 
mother, or did she only face the possibility of losing her betrothed husband Joseph?

What did Caesar Augustus consider his greatest achievements? !is site presents Augustus’ list 
of accomplishments. If you want to jump to his three censuses, look at number eight on this page. 
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