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AS WE GATHER:  "Come, Lord Jesus" we pray at the dinner table.  

What we often forget is that all creation has been groaning in 

expectation and sinners have cried out from Eden the same prayer.  

"Come, Lord Jesus."  Tonight, we rejoice that God has heard our 

cries and delivered to us His own Son.  Jesus has come to unlock the 

chains, to fling open wide the door, and lead us home on high.  He is 

the author and pioneer who has charted the course for us to follow in 

faith.  This is the night in which we rejoice in the realization of the 

ancient maranatha: "Come, Lord Jesus."  

 

PROCESSION CAROL "Oh, Come, All Ye Faithful" LW 41 

  

INVOCATION and OPENING PRAYER 

Pastor: Blessed be the kingdom of the Father and of the + Son and 

of the Holy Spirit. 

People: Amen. 

 

Pastor: Come, Lord Jesus, come and fulfill the longing of Your 

people. 

People: Open wide the door to our heavenly home. 

 

Pastor: Come, Lord Jesus, come and break down every barrier of 

sin and death. 

People: Make safe the way that leads us home on high. 

 

Pastor: The Lord be with you. 

People: And also with you. 

 

Pastor: Let us pray. 

 

(Silence for prayer)  

 



3 
 

Pastor: O God, You once caused this holy night to shine with the 

brightness of the true Light. By Your Spirit we have known 

the mystery of that Light here on earth.  Bring us also to the 

full measure of its joys in heaven; through Jesus Christ, our 

Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, 

one God, now and forever. 

People: Amen. 

 

HYMN “Oh, Come, Oh, Come, Emmanuel” LW 31 

 

Part One:  The Prophecies of His Coming   
(Acolytes light first purple candle) 

 

Recitations and Carols by Sunday School Children 

 

Part Two: His Coming on Earth As A Little Child   

(The lighting of the second purple Candle) 

 

Recitations and Carols by Sunday School Children 

  

PART THREE: 

His Coming Into Our Hearts By Faith 

(The lighting of the [pink] third candle) 

 

Recitations and Carols by Sunday School Children 

 

 All: 
 I believe that Jesus Christ, true God, begotten of the Father 

from eternity, and also true man, born of the Virgin Mary, 

is my Lord, who has redeemed me, a lost and condemned 

person, purchased and won me from all sins, from death, 

and from the power of the devil; not with gold or silver, but 
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with His holy, precious blood and with His innocent 

suffering and death, 

that I may be His own and live under Him in His kingdom 

and serve Him in everlasting righteousness, innocence, and 

blessedness, just as He is risen from the dead, lives and 

reigns to all eternity. 

 

This is most certainly true. 

 

 

HYMN (All) “From Heaven Above to Earth I Come” AGPS 98 

 

  1.   "From heaven above to earth I come 

        To bear good news to every home; 

Glad tidings of great joy I bring, 

Whereof I now will say and sing: 

 

2.  "To you this night is born a child 

Of Mary, chosen virgin mild; 

This little child, of lowly birth, 

Shall be the joy of all the earth. 

  

        3.  "This is the Christ, our God and Lord, 

Who in all need shall aid afford; 

He will Himself your Savior be 

From all your sins to set you free. 

 

PART FOUR:  

His Final Coming in Glory 

(The lighting of the fourth candle) 
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(Read by All Children) 

 

Children: You are the King of Glory, O Chirst: 

You are the everlasting Son of the Father. 

When you took upon yourself to deliver man: 

You humbled yourself to be born of a virgin. 

When you over came the sharpness of death: 

You opened the Kingdom of heaven to all believers. 

You are sitting at the right hand of God; 

In the glory of the Father 

 

All (Congregation):  

We believe that you will come to be our Judge.  We 

therefore pray, help your servants whom you have 

redeemed with Your precious blood; make them to be 

numbered with Your saints in glory everlasting.  Amen. 

 

OFFERING  (Christmas Music by our youth with their instruments)  

 

CHRISTMAS PRAYER 

 

PART FIVE: 

Christ Our Light Forever Shines 

(The center Christ candle is lit) 

   

 LIGHTING OF THE CANDLES   
 

(The light is passed from pastor to acolytes and assisting ministers 

who pass it to the congregation.  Do NOT let small children hold 

candles unattended.  For your safety and to prevent wax from 

dripping, please do NOT tip the lit candle.  Tip only the unlighted 
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candle. Hold the candles straight up and they will not drip.  Blow 

them out gently.) 

 

Pastor: As the light of these candles illumines our faces, it 

symbolizes the light of Christ, a child in the manger at 

Bethlehem, a Savior suffering our death on the cross, and 

soon to come from His throne on high as Judge of all.  He 

is our Light here on earth and the eternal Light who 

enlightens heaven, where there is no need of candle or sun.  

Rejoice, for the Light of the world has come, who 

transforms us with the brightness of His glory.  This is the 

message we have heard from Him and proclaimed to you:  

that God is Light and in Him is no darkness at all. 

 

(The candlelight begins to be spread throughout the congregation.) 

People: If we say we have fellowship with Him but still walk in 

darkness, we lie, and do not live according to the truth. 

Pastor: But if we walk in the Light, as He is in the Light, we have 

fellowship with one another  

People: And the blood of Jesus His Son cleanses us from all our 

sins. 

 

(The candlelight is spread to the rest of the congregation.) 

 

Pastor: You are the light of the world.  A city set on a hill cannot 

be hidden.  Neither do people light a lamp and then cover 

its light.  Instead they set the lamp on its stand, set it up 

high, and it lights everyone in the house.  In the same way, 

let your light shine before all people, that they may see 

your good works and give praise to your Father in heaven.   

 

ALL: THE LORD’S PRAYER 
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Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name,Thy 

kingdom come, Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven; 

give us this day our daily bread, and forgive us our trespasses as 

we forgive those who trespass against us; 

and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 

For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory 

forever and ever. Amen. 

 

HYMN “Silent Night” AGPS 211 

 

 Children: Silent night, holy night! 

All is calm, all is bright 

Round yon virgin mother and child. 

Holy Infant, so tender and mild, 

Sleep in heavenly peace, 

Sleep in heavenly peace. 

 

ALL:  Silent night, holy night! 

Shepherds quake at the sight; 

Glories stream from heaven afar, 

Heavenly hosts sing, Alleluia! 

Christ, the Savior, is born! 

Christ, the Savior, is born! 

 

Silent night, holy night! 

Son of God, love’s pure light 

Radiant beams from your holy face 

With the dawn of redeeming grace, 

Jesus, Lord, at your birth, 

Jesus, Lord, at your birth. 
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BENEDICTION 

 

Pastor: The LORD bless you and keep you. The LORD make His 

face to shine on you and be gracious to you. The LORD 

look upon You with favor + and give you peace. 

People: Amen!  Glory to God in the Highest!  And peace to His 

people on earth! 

 

The candles are extinguished. 

 

RECESSIONAL HYMN "Joy to the World” LW 53 

 

 

Organist and Key Board: Jenny Hullinghoff 

      Justine Hullinghoff 

      Jillian Hullinghoff 

 

Instrumentalists:   Cody Adams, Clarinet 

      Katelyn Bopp, Trumpet 

 

Narrator:    Cody Adams 

 

Teachers: 

 

Mary Wesche 

Andrea Wesche 

Becky Summers 

Bonnie Gardner 

LaRayne Brune 

Karen Scheer 

Margaret Zastrow 

Barb Kassebaum 

 

Thank you to all our children and the parents that made tonight’s 

Christmas Service possible 


