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AS WE GATHER: Simeon and Anna were blessed beyond 

measure.  Their eyes beheld the salvation of God, the baby Jesus 

brought right to them in the temple.  Seeing Jesus brought forth 

from them a roaring outpouring of thanks and praise to God.  

There are times when we yearn to see Jesus face to face as they 

did.  Today, let your yearning focus on the presence of Christ 

with us in His body and blood in Holy Communion.  Do you 

see?  Here is your salvation, as present with you today as was 

the baby Jesus to Simeon and Anna. Let your joy pour out in 

thanks and praise today in worship, and flow out into the rest of 

your life as well. 

 

WELCOME 

 

RINGING OF THE BELL   

 

ENTRANCE HYMN "Angels from the Realms of Glory” LW 

50  

 

INVOCATION  

 

mailto:ebenezerlutheran@hotmail.com
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Pastor: In the name of the Father and of the + Son and of the 

Holy Spirit. 

People: Amen.    
 

People: Amen. 

 

OPENING SENTENCES [Refrain only: LW 41] 

 

Pastor: Christ, our Savior is born! 

People: [sung] 

O come let us adore Him, O come, let us adore 

Him,  

O come let us adore Him Christ the Lord.   

 

Pastor: The Savior whom God prepared for us from of old is 

present with us! 

People: O come let us adore Him, O come, let us adore 

Him,  

O come let us adore Him Christ the Lord.   

 

Pastor: The one of whom Simeon and Anna sang their praises 

comes to us this day! 

People: O come let us adore Him, O come, let us adore 

Him,  

O come let us adore Him Christ the Lord.   

 

CONFESSION and ABSOLUTION 

 

Pastor: If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and 

the truth is not in us. But if we confess our sins, God, 

who is faithful and just, will forgive our sins and 
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cleanse us from all unrighteousness.  Let us then 

confess our sins to God our Father. 

People: We have celebrated the birth of our Savior, the 

Lord Jesus Christ. Even in this joyous time of year 

we fall far short of the life to which our Savior calls 

us.  We are sinners who cannot save ourselves.  We 

have been hard-hearted, unkind, proud, arrogant, 

impatient, complaining, grudge-holding, and more.  

We confess all of our sin to You, Lord, both that of 

which we are aware and that which is not known to 

us.  We plead for Your mercy and forgiveness, as 

You have promised. Amen. 

 

Pastor: Salvation unto us has come!  Jesus was born into the 

world to fulfill the Father's will that the world not be 

condemned by Him, but saved.  In the stead and by the 

command of our Lord Jesus Christ, I forgive you all 

your sins in the name of the Father and of the + Son 

and of the Holy Spirit.  "Put on then, as God's chosen 

ones, holy and beloved, compassion, kindness, 

humility, meekness, and patience, bearing with one 

another, and forgiving one another as you have been 

forgiven." Colossians 3:12 

 

INTROIT Psalm 98:1-4; Isaiah 52:10  

 

Pastor: The LORD has bared His holy arm before the eyes of 

all the nations, 

And all the ends of the earth shall see the salvation of 

our God. 
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Oh sing to the LORD a new song, for He has done 

marvelous things! 

His right hand and His holy arm have worked 

salvation for Him. 

 

Refrain [sung by congregation]  

 

People: O come let us adore Him, O come, let us adore 

Him,  

O come let us adore Him Christ the Lord.   

 

 

Pastor: The LORD has made known His salvation; 

He has revealed His righteousness in the sight of the 

nations. 

He has remembered His steadfast love and faithfulness 

to the house of Israel. 

All the ends of the earth have seen the salvation of our 

God. 

 

Refrain [sung by congregation]:   

People: O come let us adore Him, O come, let us adore 

Him,  

O come let us adore Him Christ the Lord.   

 

Pastor: Make a joyful noise to the LORD, all the earth; 

break forth into joyous song and sing praises! 

The LORD has bared His holy arm before the eyes of 

all the nations, 

And all the ends of the earth shall see the salvation of 

our God. 
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Refrain [sung by congregation]:   

People: O come let us adore Him, O come, let us adore 

Him,  

O come let us adore Him Christ the Lord.   

 

 

KYRIE  

 

Pastor: In peace, let us pray to the Lord. 

People: Lord, have mercy.   

 

Pastor: For the peace from above and for our salvation let us 

pray to the Lord.   

People: Lord, have mercy.   

 

Pastor: For the peace of the whole world, for the well being of 

the Church of God, and for the unity of all, let us pray 

to the Lord. 

People: Lord, have mercy.   

 

Pastor: For this holy house and for all who offer here their 

worship and praise, let us pray to the Lord. 

People: Lord, have mercy.   

 

Pastor: Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gracious Lord.   

People: Amen.   

 

PRAYER OF THE DAY   

 

Pastor: The Lord be with you. 

People: And also with you.   
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Pastor: Let us pray. 

People: Almighty Father, You promised long ago to send a 

Savior to our sin-flooded world.  In the birth of 

Jesus, Your ancient promise was fulfilled, and the 

ancient flood was turned into rivers and springs of 

living water. Help us to drink deeply of the water 

of Your salvation, that our lives may show forth the 

compassion, kindness, humility, meekness, and 

forgiveness that You provide; through Jesus 

Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You 

and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.   

Amen.   

 

OLD TESTAMENT Exodus 13:1-3a, 11-15 (Consecration of 

the Firstborn) 

 

Pastor: This is the Word of the Lord.   

People: Thanks be to God.   
 

GRADUAL Isaiah 9:6; Psalm 98:1a 

 

Pastor: To us a child is born, to us a son is given. 

People: and the government shall be upon His shoulder. 

 

Pastor: And His name shall be called  

 

Women:  Wonderful Counselor,  

Men:  Mighty God, 

Children: Everlasting Father 

People:  Prince of Peace 
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Pastor: Sing to the LORD a new song, 

for He has done marvelous things. 

 

EPISTLE Colossians 3:12-17 (Put on the New Self) 
 

Pastor: This is the Word of the Lord.   

People: Thanks be to God.   
  

HYMN (Saturday) "Angels We Have Heard on High" LW 55  

 

CHOIR (Sunday) “Lo, How a Rose” 

 

GOSPEL Luke 2:22-40 (Jesus is presented at the Temple.) 

 

Pastor: The Holy Gospel according to Luke, the first chapter.   

People: Glory to You, O Lord.   

 

(The Gospel is read.)  

 

Pastor: This is the Gospel of our Lord.   

People: Praise to You, O Christ.   

 

APOSTLES' CREED   
 

I believe in God, the Father Almighty, 

       maker of heaven and earth. 

And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, 

       who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 

       born of the virgin Mary, 

       suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

       was crucified, died and was buried. 
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       He descended into hell. 

       The third day He rose again from the dead. 

       He ascended into heaven 

       and sits at the right hand of God the Father Almighty. 

From thence He will come to judge the living and the 

dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

       the holy Christian Church, 

       the communion of saints, 

       the forgiveness of sins, 

       the resurrection of the body, 

       and the life + everlasting.  Amen. 

  

HYMN OF THE DAY "In His Temple Now Behold Him" LW 

186  

 

SERMON  

 

OFFERING 

 

OFFERTORY HYMN "Take My Life, O Lord Renew" LW 404 

 

Take my life, O Lord, renew, 

Consecrate my heart to you; 

Take my moments and my days; 

Let them sing your ceaseless praise. 

 

Take my silver and my gold, 

All is yours a thousand fold; 

Take my intellect, and use 

Every power as you shall choose. 
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PRAYERS OF GOD'S PEOPLE     
 

THE LORD’S PRAYER 

 

Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name. Thy 

kingdom come, Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven; 

give us this day our daily bread, and forgive us our 

trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us; 

and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 

For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory 

forever and ever. Amen. 
 

HYMN  "Let All Together Praise Our God" LW 44    

 

THE COLLECT OF THE WORD 

 

Pastor:  Blessed Lord, who has caused all Holy Scripture 

to be written for our learning, grant that we may 

in such wise hear them, read, mark, learn, and 

inwardly digest them, that by the patience and 

comfort of Your holy Word we may embrace and 

ever hold fast the blessed hope of everlasting life 

which You have given us in our Savior Jesus 

Christ, who lives and reigns with You and the 

Holy Ghost, ever one God, world without end. 

People:   Amen. 

 

BENEDICTION 

 

Pastor: The LORD bless you and keep you. The LORD make 

His face shine upon you and be gracious unto you. 
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The LORD lift up His countenance upon you and + 

give you peace.   

People: Amen. 

 

 

OUR MISSION AND MINISTRY 
 

IN OUR PRAYERS:  Lord, we thank You that You have 

taught us what You would have us believe and do.  Help us by 

Your Holy Spirit, for the sake of Jesus Christ, to hold fast Your 

Word in our hearts which You have cleansed, that thereby we 

may be made strong in faith and perfect in holiness, and be 

comforted in life and death.  At this time, we pray for the sick 

and recovering members and friends of our congregation, 

especially those dealing with issues of ill health – Melvin 

Marschel, who has been hospitalized in St. Louis after suffering 

a severe stroke; Carlyn Unger, who suffered a fractured pelvis 

after a fall, she is at New Haven Care Center receiving Hospice 

Care;  David Door, who has been released from St. Clare 

Hospital in Fenton; Sophia Door, the three week old daughter 

of David and Amber Door who is hospitalized at Children’s 

Hospital in St. Louis.  Gene Thurman, who is in Intensive Care 

at Mercy Hospital in St. Louis; Eric Hohlt, who is hospitalized 

in St. Louis; Jim Kormeier, Wilma Helling and Don Slack, 

who are dealing with issues of cancer.  We also remember our 

many shut-ins in our congregation – Edna Deppermann, 

Adeline Keune, Ardell Wagner, Yvonne Gleitz, Ed Gardner, 

Delores Roehrs, Hulda Althage, Beth Pelster, and all those 

we hold dear in our hearts. 
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We pray for our congregation, that we may be diligent in the 

work of our Lord here at Ebenezer, and joyfully offer our time, 

talents and material resources God has supplied to us for the 

work in His kingdom.  We pray for the Lutheran Church, that 

we may proclaim the good news of Jesus Christ with boldness 

and courage and that fear may not distract or dampen the joyful 

proclamation of the Word of God.  We especially remember our 

Missionaries, Robin McCoy in Thailand, John Strasen and 

Mike and Cindy Rodewald and family in Africa that they will 

remain safe and able to continue to spread the Good News of 

Salvation. 

 

We pray for our many men and women of our Armed Forces 

stationed around the world and here at home; and the 

people who respond to emergencies – our law enforcement 

people, and the firefighters who help protect us. 

 

+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 

 

To our members and guests who are here with us today.  We 

are very glad you are here for our worship services.  May the 

Lord refresh you with peace and love during our worship 

services and grant you and your family a Blessed New Year! 

Please join us here at Ebenezer again soon.  Please sign the 

guest register near the front door of the Church with your 

name, address and Church affiliation.  Thank you! 

 

We will celebrate the New Year with a worship service on 

New Year’s Day, January 1st at 10:00 AM. 
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If you have donated one of the beautiful Poinsettias for our 

Church, please feel free to pick yours up today!  We thank you 

very much! You are welcome also to leave them for our altar to 

be used during the Epiphany Season. 

 

I will be sending out the Altar Guild Schedules soon.  We are 

going to be short several ladies and we would very much 

appreciate more ladies joining us.  Please consider serving our 

Church in this manner!  Please let Mary Sprick know in the next 

week or so if you can help! 

Sincerely,  Mary Sprick 

 

Please pick up your latest section of pictures and addresses 

for the directory.  They are on the table in the back of Church.  

It includes pictures of the new members and some pictures of 

the renovation of the Church.  There are also some remaining 

copies of the section before this one, if you did not receive it.  

Please help yourself to your copy and enjoy the directory.  

 

On January 6, 2013, we will be taking down the decoration 

in Church.  We will have a light meal for lunch after Church 

and then begin our work.  If you are able to help, it would 

certainly be appreciated!!! 

Thanks,  Karen Sprick 

 

Our Mission Society will once again be making rice warming 

bags for the maternity ward at Mercy Hospital on January 

8th at 6:30 PM.  Everyone is welcome to come and help.  The 

new mothers appreciate these bags very much! 
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We plan to do a January Newsletter this coming week.  If you 

have something you’d like included, please let Mary or 

Pastor know. 

 

New Years Day Party for our Youth:  All youth are invited to 

attend our New Year’s Day party at the church at 4:00 PM.  We 

will be making our own Pizzas playing games and if the weather 

is right we will be sledding.  This is part of our Venture 

program.    

 

A date to keep in mind – The Washington Circuit Youth 

Gathering is planned for February 1 & 2 for youth in grades 6 – 

12 at Camp Trinity.  More information and registration forms 

will be in the January newsletter and January bulletins.   

 

 

 

 

Those Serving Today  
 

Organist Saturday   Laura Nichols 

Organist Sunday    Jolene Schultz 

Head Usher Saturday   Tracey Bade 

Head Usher Sunday   Wilbert Baumann 

Altar Guild    Jenny Redhage and Jennifer Roewe 

Acolytes     Katelyn Bopp and Kennedy Siefkin 

Bell Ringer     Jeff Hohlt 

Choir Director   Kathy Scheer 
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Our Offerings in Response to Christ’s 

Grace 
 

Contributions: 

December 22 & 23     $11,582.00 

December 24 Children’s Program      3,154.80 

Christmas Eve 11:00 PM           816.00 

Christmas Day          1,227.00 

        $16,780.00 

 

Attendances: 

Saturday Evening Service   19 

Sunday Service   108 

Christmas Eve Children’s 124 

Christmas Eve 11:00 PM   33 

Christmas Day     71 

      355 

 

Sunday School Attendance last Sunday –  11 Children 

                                                                   21 Adults 

         32 
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This Week at Ebenezer Lutheran Church 
 

Tuesday    New Year’s Day Worship 10:00 AM 

    Youth New Year’s Day Party 4:00 PM 

 

Wednesday   Confirmation Class 6:30 PM 

 

Saturday    Worship with Holy Communion 3:00 PM 

 

Sunday   Worship with Holy Communion 10:00 

AM 

Take down Christmas decorations after 

Church 
 

                      

 


