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AS WE GATHER: Mary, the mother of our Lord, is the focus 

of our attention on this Sunday immediately before Christmas.  

When the angel Gabriel convinced her that she would bear 

God's Son in her virgin womb, she replied, "Behold, I am the 

servant of the Lord; let it be to me according to your word" 

(Luke 1: 38 ESV).  In one of his Christmas sermons, Martin 

Luther painted this vivid word picture of Mary:   

 
Think, women, there was no one there to bathe the Baby.  No warm 
water, nor even cold.  No fire, no light.  The mother was herself the 

midwife and the maid.  The cold manger was the bed and the bathtub.  

Who showed the poor girl what to do?  She had never had a baby before.  
I am amazed that the little one did not freeze. Do not make of Mary a 

stone.  It must have gone straight to her heart that she was so abandoned.  

She was flesh and blood, and must have felt miserable---and Joseph too-
--that she was left this way, all alone, with no one to help, in a strange 

land in the middle of winter.  Her eyes were moist even though she was 

happy, and aware that the Baby was God's Son and the Savior of the 
world.  She was not stone.  For the higher people are in the favor of God, 

the more tender are they.   

 
From Martin Luther's Christmas Book edited by Roland H. Bainton copyright (c) 

1948 Fortress Press. Reproduced by permission of Augsburg Fortress Publishers. 

All rights reserved.  

mailto:ebenezerlutheran@hotmail.com
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WELCOME 

 

RINGING OF THE BELL   

 

ENTRANCE HYMN "From Heaven Above to Earth I Come"  

Sts. 1-5:  LW 37  

 

INVOCATION  

 

Pastor: In the name of the Father and of the + Son and of the 

Holy Spirit. 

People: Amen.    
 

Pastor: Jesus said, "I am the Light of the world; the one who 

follows Me will not walk in darkness but have the 

light of life."   

People: We light this candle as a sign of the coming light of 

Christ. 

 

Pastor: Then shall Your light break forth like the dawn, and 

Your healing shall spring up speedily; Your 

righteousness shall go before You; the glory of the 

Lord shall be Your rear guard. Isaiah 58: 8   

People: Come, Lord Jesus, our Light and Life.   

Pastor: Until that day, let us walk in the light of the Lord.   

  

(All four Advent wreath candles are lit.)   

  

CONFESSION and ABSOLUTION 

 

Pastor: Let us confess our sins before God and one another.   
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People: Lord, by faith we know You are the Savior of the 

world, but we have not readily acknowledged You as the 

Messiah born in the manger as the One who has overcome 

the world.  Forgive us that we are reticent to tell others 

about Christ.  Fortify our faith; inspire our speech; teach us 

as we sing, "where meek souls will receive Him still, the dear 

Christ enters in!"  Lord, we believe, help our unbelief. Mark 

9:24   

 

Pastor: Brothers and sisters in Christ, our Lord invites us to 

come and see what He has done---He has given us solid 

promises that guard  our faith in days of sorrow, confusion, 

conflict, and pain. He has sent His Son to be His living Word of 

redemption for us in body, mind, and spirit. He truly is strong to 

save!  Therefore, as a called and ordained servant of Christ, I 

forgive you all of your sins in the name of the Father and of the 

+ Son and of the Holy Spirit. Sins are forgiven because God's 

Son, Jesus Christ, is our atonement once and for all! 

People: Thanks be to God!  

 

HYMN “Hark the Glad Sound” LW 29 

 

 1.  Hark the glad sound! The Savior comes, 

         The Savior promised long; 

         Let every heart prepare a throne 

         And every voice a song. 

 

        2.  He comes the prisoners to release, 

         In Satan's bondage held. 

         The gates of brass before Him burst, 

         The iron fetters yield. 
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3.  Our glad hosannas, Prince of Peace, 

         Thy welcome shall proclaim 

         And heaven's eternal arches ring 

         With Thy beloved name.  

 

KYRIE  

 

Pastor: In peace, let us pray to the Lord. 

People: Lord, have mercy.   

 

Pastor: For the peace from above and for our salvation let us 

pray to the Lord.   

People: Lord, have mercy.   

 

Pastor: For the peace of the whole world, for the well being of 

the Church of God, and for the unity of all, let us pray 

to the Lord. 

People: Lord, have mercy.   

 

Pastor: For this holy house and for all who offer here their 

worship and praise, let us pray to the Lord. 

People: Lord, have mercy.   

 

Pastor: Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gracious Lord.   

People: Amen.   

 

PRAYER OF THE DAY   

 

Pastor: The Lord be with you. 

People: And also with you.   
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Pastor: Let us pray. 

People: Purify our conscience, Almighty God, by Your 

daily visitation, that Your Son Jesus Christ, at His 

coming, may find in us a mansion prepared for 

Himself; who lives and reigns with You and the 

Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.  Amen. The 

Book of Common Prayer, p. 212 

    

OLD TESTAMENT Micah 5:2-5a (Bethlehem is named as the 

birth place of the Savior.)  

 

Pastor: This is the Word of the Lord.   

People: Thanks be to God.   
 

HYMN “O Little Town of Bethlehem” LW 60 

 

EPISTLE Hebrews 10:5-10 (The Savior cries out to the 

heavenly Father, "Behold, I have come to do Your will.") 

 

Pastor: This is the Word of the Lord.   

People: Thanks be to God.   
  

CHOIR “Gentle Mary Laid Her Child” 

 

GOSPEL Luke 1:39-45 (46-56) (Mary is told by the angel that 

she will give birth to the Savior.)     

 

Pastor: The Holy Gospel according to Luke, the first chapter.   

People: Glory to You, O Lord.   

 

(The Gospel is read.)  
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Pastor: This is the Gospel of our Lord.   

People: Praise to You, O Christ.   

 

APOSTLES' CREED   
 

I believe in God, the Father Almighty, 

       maker of heaven and earth. 

And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, 

       who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 

       born of the virgin Mary, 

       suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

       was crucified, died and was buried. 

       He descended into hell. 

       The third day He rose again from the dead. 

       He ascended into heaven 

       and sits at the right hand of God the Father Almighty. 

From thence He will come to judge the living and the 

dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

       the holy Christian Church, 

       the communion of saints, 

       the forgiveness of sins, 

       the resurrection of the body, 

       and the life + everlasting.  Amen. 

  

HYMN OF THE DAY “My Soul Now Magnifies the Lord” LW 

211 

 

SERMON 
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THE RITE OF CONFIRMATION – Brandon Paul Freeman 

 

OFFERING 

 

OFFERTORY HYMN "We Give You But Your Own" LW 405 

 

We give you but your own 

In any gifts we bring; 

All that we have is yours alone, 

A trust from you, our King. 

 

May we your bounties thus 

As stewards true receive 

And gladly, Lord, as you bless us, 

To you our first fruits give. 

 

PRAYERS OF GOD'S PEOPLE - LORD'S PRAYER   
 

THE LORD’S PRAYER 

 

Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name. Thy 

kingdom come, Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven; 

give us this day our daily bread, and forgive us our 

trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us; 

and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 

For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory 

forever and ever. Amen. 
 

HYMN  "Away in a Manger" LW 64 

 

THE COLLECT OF THE WORD 
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Pastor:  Blessed Lord, who has caused all Holy Scripture 

to be written for our learning, grant that we may 

in such wise hear them, read, mark, learn, and 

inwardly digest them, that by the patience and 

comfort of Your holy Word we may embrace and 

ever hold fast the blessed hope of everlasting life 

which You have given us in our Savior Jesus 

Christ, who lives and reigns with You and the 

Holy Ghost, ever one God, world without end. 

People:   Amen. 

 

BENEDICTION 

 

Pastor: The LORD bless you and keep you. The LORD make 

His face shine upon you and be gracious unto you. 

The LORD lift up His countenance upon you and + 

give you peace.   

People: Amen. 
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OUR MISSION AND MINISTRY 

 

IN OUR PRAYERS:  Lord, we thank You that You have 

taught us what You would have us believe and do.  Help us by 

Your Holy Spirit, for the sake of Jesus Christ, to hold fast Your 

Word in our hearts which You have cleansed that thereby we 

may be made strong in faith and perfect in holiness, and be 

comforted in life and death.  At this time, we pray for the sick 

and recovering members and friends of our congregation, 

especially those dealing with issues of ill health due to cancer – 

Wilma Helling, Jim Kormeier and Donald Slack; Eric Hohlt, 

who is frequently hospitalized; Paula Gleitz, as she recovers 

from her surgery.  We also remember our many shut-ins in our 

congregation – Yvonne Gleitz, Edna Deppermann, Adeline 

Keune, Ardell Wagner, Ed Gardner, Delores Roehrs, Hulda 

Althage, Beth Pelster, and all those we hold dear in our 

hearts. 
 

We pray for our congregation, that we may be diligent in the 

work of our Lord at Ebenezer, and joyfully offer the time, 

talents and material resources God has supplied to us for the 

work in His kingdom.  We pray for the Lutheran Church, that 

we may proclaim the good news of Jesus Christ with boldness 

and courage and that fear may not distract or dampen the joyful 

proclamation of the Word of God.  We especially remember our 

Missionaries, Robin McCoy in Thailand, John Strasen and 

Mike and Cindy Rodewald in Africa that they will remain safe 

and able to continue to spread the Word of God. 
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We pray for our many men and women of our Armed Forces 

stationed around the world and here at home; and the 

people who respond to emergencies – our law enforcement 

people, and the firefighters who help protect us. 

 

+++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 

 

To our members and guests who are here with us today.  We 

are very glad you are here for our worship services.  May the 

Lord refresh you with peace and love during our worship 

services!  Please join us here at Ebenezer again soon!  Please 

sign the guest register near the front door of the Church with 

your name, address and Church affiliation.  Thank you! 

 

Welcome to Our Family:  We welcome to our family Brandon 

Freeman through the Rite of Confirmation.  Brandon’s wife is 

Mendy and they have two children, Austin and Peyton and are 

members of our church. Mendy was from Immanuel Lutheran 

Church in Washington and Pastor had previously baptized 

Austin and Peyton.  Please make them feel at home.  God bless 

this family that they will grow in faith and lead a blessed 

Christian life.   

 

We plan to go Christmas Caroling this afternoon!  Anyone 

who would like to go, please meet here at Church at 2:00 PM 

this afternoon.  Everyone is welcome to come and spread some 

joy through our Christmas songs. 

 

Christmas Eve Services – Children’s Program 7:00 PM 

                                             Candlelight Service with Holy 

                                             Communion 11:00 PM 



12 

Christmas Day Service with Holy Communion 10:00 AM 

Sunday, December 30th Worship 10:00 AM 

New Year’s Day Service at 10:00 AM. 

 

Please pick up your latest section of pictures and addresses 

for the directory.  They are on the table in the back of Church.  

It includes pictures of the new members and some pictures of 

the renovation of the Church.  There are also some remaining 

copies of the section before this one, if you did not receive it.  

Please help yourself to your copy and enjoy! 

 

Poinsettias Given to the Glory of God 
 

John and Jane Redhage – In thankfulness for family, friends and 

good health. 

 

Leola Deppermann 

 

Marvin and Barb Kassebaum 

 

Bill and Jennifer Roewe 

 

Pastor and Margaret Zastrow – In memory of Wilfred Bode and 

Raymond Zastrow and Thankfulness for family and friends, 

 

Mrs. Helen Bode – In memory of Wilfred Bode and Thankfulness 

for family. 

 

Paul and Gretchen Brune – In memory of Bill and Mae Stegmann 

 

Ron Brune Family – In memory of Edwin and Kathryn Brune 
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Dave and Joan Menke –In memory of David’s Parents and in 

memory of Joan’s parents. 

 

Pat Cardwell – In memory of Dad and Blessings of Mom 

 

Esther Hoemann  Donald and Melissa Hoemann – In memory of 

Harvey Hoemann 

 

Donna Pohlmann – In memory of Bill Pohlmann, Angela Marie 

Pohlmann (Bill Pohlmann’s daughter), Martin and Peggy Pohlmann 

(Bill’s parents). Ryland and Dorothy Shaw (Donna’s parents, 

Modena Shaw (Donna’s grandmother). 

 

Mary and Bryan Adams Family – In memory of Sam Adams and 

Harvey Hoemann 

 

Judy Hubenthal – In memory of my parents and Thankfulness for 

family. 
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Those Serving Today 
 

Organist Saturday  -  Laura Nichols 

Organist Sunday –   Ruth Marschel 

Head Usher Saturday –  Tracey Bade 

Head Usher Sunday –  Wilbert Baumann 

Altar Guild –    Jenny Redhage and Jennifer Roewe 

Acolytes –    Andrew Inman and Zach Brunkhorst 

Bell Ringer –    Paul Kassebaum 

Choir –     “Gentle Mary Laid Her Child” 

Choir Director –   Kathy Scheer 

 

Our Offerings in Response to Christ’s Grace 
                                                                

            

Offering from 12/15, 12/16 & 12/19: 

 

Weekly envelopes -  $1,052.00 

Plate -           94.87 

Sunday School -          21.75 

Advent envelopes -          22.00 

Energy envelopes -          20.00 

Advent offerings -   1,293.00 

Total   $2,504.62 

                    

Worship Attendance                        Midweek Advent 

Saturday  20                                       Morning   17 

Sunday     67             Evening    27 

87 44 

 

Sunday School 

Adults  18 

Children   11 
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This Week At Ebenezer Lutheran Church 
 

Monday -   Children’s Program  7:00 PM 

                                    Candlelight Worship with Holy 

                                     Communion 11:00 PM 

 

Tuesday -   Christmas Day Worship with Holy 

    Communion  10:00 AM 

 

Saturday -  Worship 3:00 PM   

 

 


