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AS WE GATHER: For years we have sung "O Come, O Come, 

Emmanuel" as part of our Advent journey toward Christmas.  

Most of us sang this traditional Advent carol without realizing 

the context and meaning of the references in the hymn.  In the 

mid-19th century, John Mason Neale and Henry Sloan Coffin 

translated the ancient "O Antiphons" and placed them in a 

metrical setting with a 15th-century French chant tune.  The "O 

Antiphons" were sung before the canticle of Vespers (the 

Magnificat) and each stanza built upon a biblical name 

prophesied for Christ.  We begin our Advent series singing and 

reflecting upon the first of these antiphons ("O Come, Wisdom") 

as we build toward the joyful fulfillment in Christmas. 

  

The Order of Service 
 

Pastor: O come, O come, Emmanuel. 

People: O come, O come, Emmanuel. 

 

Pastor: O Wisdom from on high, in and through all creation, 

Orderer of all things, come and grant us a discerning heart. 

People: O come, O come, Emmanuel. 
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Pastor: O Lord and Ruler of Israel, of burning bush and 

Sinai's Law, come and redeem us with Your mighty 

arm. 

People: O come, O come, Emmanuel. 
 

Pastor: O Branch of Jesse's stem, before whom people gather 

and kings bow down, come and save us from our 

enemies. 

People: O come, O come, Emmanuel. 

 

Pastor: O King and Scepter of Israel, You close what none 

can open; You open what none can close, come and 

rescue those in darkness and the shadow of death. 

People: O come, O come, Emmanuel. 
 

Pastor: O Splendor of eternal light, come and enlighten the 

captive, bound in unbelief, sin, and death. 

People: O come, O come, Emmanuel. 
 

Pastor: O King of the nations, Ruler of peace, Giver of unity, 

come and save all You formed from dust. 

People: O come, O come, Emmanuel. 
 

Pastor: O come, O come, Emmanuel, King and Lord, Savior 

of the nations, come and save us, Lord our God. 

People: O come, O come, Emmanuel. 
 
Text: Based on the "O Antiphons," adapted by Larry Peters. (c) 2010 Larry Peters. 

All rights reserved. Used by permission. 

Music: Larry Peters  
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OPENING VERSICLES 

 

Pastor: O LORD, open my lips, 

People: and my mouth will declare Your praise. Psalm 51:15 

 

Pastor: Make haste, O God, to deliver me; 

People: make haste to help me, O LORD. Psalm 70:1 

 

People: Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the 

Holy Spirit; as it was in the beginning, is now, and 

will be forever. 

 

Pastor: Praise to You, O Christ,  

People: King who comes to save us. 
 

 

PSALM Psalm 80:1-7 

 

OFFICE HYMN "Immortal, Invisible" LW 451 

 

READING Isaiah 11:1-9 (The Righteous Reign of the Branch)  

 

Pastor: O Lord, have mercy on us. 

People: Thanks be to God. 

 

RESPONSORY 
 

Pastor: Behold the days are coming, says the Lord,  

when I will raise up for David a righteous Branch. 

People: This is the name by which He will be called: 
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The Lord Is Our Righteousness. 
 

Pastor: In His days Judah will be saved, 

and Israel will dwell securely. 

People: This is the name by which He will be called: 

The Lord Is Our Righteousness. 

 

Pastor: Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy 

Spirit; as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be 

forever. Amen. 

People: This is the name by which He will be called: 

The Lord Is Our Righteousness. 

 

SERMON 

 

 

RESPONSORY HYMN "O Come, O Come Emmanuel" Sts. 1 

& 2 LW 31  

  

RESPONSE 

 

Pastor: O Wisdom, proceeding from the mouth of the Most 

High, 

       pervading and permeating all creation, 

       mightily ordering all things. 

People: Come and teach us the way of prudence. 

 

MAGNIFICAT HYMN "My Soul Rejoices"  HS98 p. 19  

 

RESPONSE 
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Pastor: O Wisdom, proceeding from the mouth of the Most 

High, pervading and permeating all creation, 

       mightily ordering all things. 

People: Come and teach us the way of prudence. 

 

 

KYRIE 

 

All: Lord, have mercy; Christ, have mercy; Lord, have 

mercy. 

 

LORD'S PRAYER (Matthew 6:9-13) 

 

Our Father who art in heaven, 

hallowed be Thy name, 

Thy kingdom come, 

Thy will be done on earth 

as it is in heaven; 

give us this day our daily bread; 

and forgive us our trespasses 

as we forgive those  

who trespass against us; 

and lead us not into temptation, 

but deliver us from evil. 

For Thine is the kingdom 

and the power and the glory 

forever and ever. Amen. 
 

 

COLLECTS 
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Pastor: The Lord be with you. 

People: And also with you. 

 

Pastor: Let us pray.   

Stir up Your power, O Lord, and come, that by Your 

protection we may be rescued from the threatening 

perils of our sins and saved by Your mighty 

deliverance; for You live and reign with the Father 

and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

People: Amen. 

 

Pastor: Grant, we ask, almighty God, unto Your Church, Your 

Holy Spirit, and the wisdom which comes down from 

above, that Your Word, as becomes it, may not be 

bound, but have free course and be preached to the joy 

and edifying of Christ's holy people, that in steadfast 

faith we may serve You, and in the confession of Your 

name live unto the end; through Jesus Christ, Your 

Son, our Lord. 

People: Amen. 

 

Pastor: O Lord, look down from heaven, behold, visit, and 

relieve Your servants, for whom we offer our 

supplications; look upon them with the eyes of Your 

mercy; give them comfort and sure confidence in You; 

defend them from the danger of the enemy, and keep 

them in perpetual peace and safety; through Jesus 

Christ, Your Son, our Lord. 

People: Amen. 
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Pastor: O God, from whom come all holy desires, all good 

counsels, and all just works: Give to us, Your servants, 

that peace which the world cannot give, that our hearts 

may be set to obey Your commandments; and also that 

we, being defended from the fear of our enemies, may 

live in peace and quietness; through the merits of 

Jesus Christ our Savior, who lives and reigns with You 

and the Holy Spirit, God forever. 

People: Amen. 
 

BENEDICAMUS 
 

Pastor: Let us bless the Lord. 

People: Thanks be to God. 

 

HYMN (Morning only) “Rejoice, Rejoice, Believers” HS 98 

801 

 

CHOIR (evening only) 

 

BENEDICTION 
 

Pastor: The grace of our Lord + Jesus Christ and the love of 

God and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 

People: Amen.  
 


