
 1 

Sermon for the Last Sunday 
Of the Church Year    

  

  

The Son of Man Will Come 
in Clouds with Great Power 

and Glory 

 The universe is a really big place.  Even light, which travels 
so fast that science wasn't even able to measure its speed 
until the nineteenth century - even that light takes about four 
years just to travel to the star that is nearest to our sun.  Our 
own galaxy contains hundreds of billions of stars and it 
would take light about 100, 000 years to travel from one 
edge of the galaxy to the other.  If you think that is big, 
consider that scientists estimate that there are hundreds of 
billions of galaxies in the known universe.  That is really 
bigger than our imaginations can handle. 

Text: Mark 13:26-27 
“At that time people will see 
the Son of Man coming in 
clouds with great power and 
glory. And he will send his 
angels and gather his elect 
from the four winds, from the 
ends of the earth to the ends 
of the heavens. 
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The reason I bring all this up is that I want you to have some 
kind of a feeling for today's Gospel when Jesus teaches us 
that some day it will all … go away.  Jesus said, "The sun 
will be darkened, and the moon will not give its light, and the 
stars will be falling from heaven, and the powers in the 
heavens will be shaken."  Some day, the entire universe, 
with its hundreds of billions of galaxies each holding 
hundreds of billions of stars, will simply no longer be there.  
It is as if God has a great big switch labeled universe and He 
is going to turn it off.  The sun, the moon, and all the stars 
will simply … stop.  

It is hard for us to imagine the end of everything on the Last 
Day.  Hollywood has put together all kinds of movies that 
express a vision of the end of the world including their latest 
movie entitled 2012.  At the end of the movie though, the 
earth, sun, and stars are usually still there along with an 
interesting assortment of heroes and heroines.  During my 
teens, many thought we would blow ourselves up with 
nuclear weapons.  During the fourteenth century, many 
thought that the Black Plague epidemics were the end.  
Such disasters fall far, far short of the end that Jesus 
described.  

The Last Day will be entirely different than these 
imaginations.  The Holy Spirit inspired Peter to describe it 
this way: [2 Peter 3:10] "The day of the Lord will come like a 
thief, and then the heavens will pass away with a roar, and 
the heavenly bodies will be burned up and dissolved, and 
the earth and the works that are done on it will be exposed."  
The universe will go back to the beginning when [Genesis 
1:2] the earth was without form and void, and darkness was 
over the face of the deep. And the Spirit of God was 
hovering over the face of the waters. 
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This would be absolutely terrifying if it weren't for one thing.  
Those who live to see that day will see the Son of Man 
coming in clouds with great power and glory.  The vision of 
the returning Lord will totally occupy all our thoughts.  
Nothing else will matter.  

There will be two responses to Jesus' return.  Those who are 
not ready will be terrified as they see Jesus return to judge 
and condemn.  Those who are ready will see Jesus with joy 
as their savior and redeemer.  Those who are not ready will 
have nothing to look forward to except an eternity of 
punishment.  Those who are ready will have nothing to look 
forward to but an eternity of joy.  It is much better to be ready 
at His return.  

Jesus could return at any time.  Jesus told His disciples that 
even He in His state of humiliation - when He did not fully 
use His Divine power - even He did not know the day or the 
hour that He would return to judge the world.  That is the 
reason Jesus taught His disciples and us to be ready for His 
return at all times.  

There are many who get all hung up on Jesus' return.  They 
try to predict the political situation on the Last Day.  Even 
though Jesus specifically said that no one knows the day or 
hour, people try to guess anyway.  They try to construct an 
itinerary for the Jesus on the Last Day.  But really, none of 
these things are important.  

Jesus tells us what is important.  Instead of wearing 
ourselves out on useless diversions, why not listen to the 
Words of Christ.  His main teaching in today's Gospel runs in 
perfect parallel with the main theme of last week's Gospel.  
Last week the theme was, "The one who endures to the end 
will be saved."  This week Jesus tells us to "Be on guard, 



 4 

keep awake, stay awake, stay awake, Stay awake."  

Notice how often Jesus repeated Himself.  When someone 
repeats themselves like this, it is very important.  Here Jesus 
tells us to be on guard or to stay awake five times.  How 
important this teaching must be.  

Jesus used the word picture of a doorman waiting for his 
master to return from a trip.  The reason the doorman must 
keep watch or stay awake is that he is to be ready when the 
master returns.  Thus "to stay awake" means to be ready for 
our master's return.  Since Christ is our master, how can we 
be ready for His return?  

Certainly our material wealth can't help us.  When the sun 
darkens, the moon fails to give light, and the stars fall from 
the sky, our material wealth will be long gone.  Our stuff will 
disappear with the rest of the universe.  

What about our good works?  Consider your life in the light 
of the Ten Commandments.  Have you loved God with all 
your resources?  Has God's name always been holy to you 
and used only to call for help in times of trouble, for prayer, 
praise, and thanksgiving.  Have you gladly heard and 
learned God's Word or have you despised God's Word by 
making Sunday School and Divine Service a low priority in 
your life?  Have you loved your neighbor as yourself?  Have 
you always respected your parents and other authorities?  
Have you respected other people's life, property, and 
reputation?  Have you kept your thoughts pure?  I know that 
when I examine myself in this way, all I see are works of 
shame.  

No, if we relied on any of our own resources on that day, we 
shall wish that the earth was still there so that we could hide 
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and call to the mountains, [Revelation 6:16, 17] "Fall on us 
and hide us from the face of him who is seated on the 
throne, and from the wrath of the Lamb, for the great day of 
their wrath has come, and who can stand?"  

On that last day, only the true God will remain.  All the false 
gods will pass away with the earth.  The only salvation that 
remains will be the very one who reveals Himself in power 
and glory coming in clouds.  That One is Jesus Christ.  He is 
the only one who can give us salvation.  

How does he do this?  Jesus, who will come in power and 
glory, came once before - not in power and glory, but in 
poverty and humility.  Although He is the master of all, He 
became the servant of all.  He lived the perfect life that we 
can never live.  Then He allowed men to crucify Him so that 
He could offer Himself as a sacrifice that we could never 
make.  In His death, He conquered death so that the grave 
could not hold Him.  On the Sunday after His friends laid Him 
in the tomb, He rose from the dead to live forever more.  

Now He makes an offering to us.  He offers to take away our 
sin and cover us in His righteousness.  He offers to restore 
our broken relationship with God.  He offers us forgiveness 
of sins, life, and salvation.  He offers these things to us as 
He reveals Himself in His Word and Sacraments.  

The Holy Spirit uses those Words and Sacraments to build 
and sustain our faith in Jesus Christ.  It is by that faith that 
we are on guard, awake and watchful.  It is the Holy Spirit's 
gift of faith in Jesus Christ that keeps us ready for the return 
of the Son of Man who comes in power and glory.  

There is something wonderful about the readiness that the 
Holy Spirit gives us through faith in Jesus Christ.  It prepares 
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us for the end of our time on earth no matter how or when it 
happens.  After all, many will not see that last day before 
they leave this earth through death.  Death comes to young 
and old, rich and poor, athlete and couch potato.  Just as no 
one knows the day that the world will end, so none of us 
knows if we will be around when it comes.  The same faith in 
Jesus Christ that keeps us watchful and ready for the one, 
also keeps us watchful for the other.  Whether we leave this 
world at the end of our own lives or at the end of the world, 
the same readiness saves us.  No matter which way our end 
comes, it is God who saves us by the Father's grace, for the 
Son's sake, through the Holy Spirit's gift of faith.    


