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EVE OF THANKSGIVING 

 

Thankfulness and Praise 

  

AS WE GATHER:  The observance of A Day of National 

Thanksgiving is the celebration of a national holiday that is 

closely linked with some form of religious experience.  

Thankfulness needs to go somewhere . . . to someone beyond an 

individual person.  Although we tend to identify Thanksgiving 

Day with the early American experience of the Pilgrims in 

Massachusetts, the reality of God's grateful people expressing 

thanks to Him goes all the way back to the very beginnings of 

time itself.  The biblical record has many accounts of people 

speaking words of thanksgiving to God.  Many psalms are 

expressions of thanksgiving to the Lord.  The letters of St. Paul 

are filled with expressions of thanks to God as well.  Although 

individual thanksgiving is important, thankfulness finds fullest 

expression when God's people are gathered together for the 

purpose of giving Him their thanks and praise.  A national day 
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of Thanksgiving helps to bring about that most-appropriate 

gathering for worship. 

  

INVOCATION and OPENING SENTENCES 

 

Pastor: In the name of the Father and of the + Son and of the 

Holy Spirit. 

People: Amen. 

 

Pastor: I urge that supplications, prayers, intercessions, and 

thanksgiving be made for all people, 

People: for kings and all who are in high positions, that we 

may lead a peaceful and quiet life, godly and 

dignified in every way.   

 

Pastor: This is good, and it is pleasing in the sight of God, our 

Savior, 

People: who desires all people to be saved and to come to 

the knowledge of the truth. I Timothy 2:1-4 
 

CONFESSION and ABSOLUTION 
 

Pastor: I will go to the altar of God, 

People:  to God my exceeding joy. Psalm 43:4 
 

Pastor: If we confess our sins, He is faithful and just to 

forgive us our sins and to cleanse us from all 

unrighteousness. 

People: Our help is in the name of the LORD, who made 

heaven and earth. Psalm 124:8 
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Pastor: Let us then confess our sins to God, our gracious 

Father. 

 

All: Almighty God, Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, 

Maker of all things, Judge of all people, we confess 

that we are indeed sinful.  We have broken our 

fellowship with You and have turned away from 

each other in our thinking, speaking, and doing.  

We have done the evil You forbid and have not 

done the good You demand.  We have not lived 

lives that are continuing expressions of gratitude.  

We repent and are truly sorry for all of our sins.  

Have mercy on us because of Jesus, our Lord and 

Savior.  Grant that, by the working of the Holy 

Spirit, we may live faithfully with heartfelt 

thankfulness until that time when we rejoice 

together in Your eternal presence. 
 

Pastor: God forgives those who repent of sin and turn to Him 

for grace.  Therefore as a called and ordained servant 

of the Word, I forgive you all your sins in the name of 

the Father and of the + Son and of the Holy Spirit.  

May He keep you steadfast in the Holy Spirit, lead 

you to increased faith and greater obedience, grant you 

a spirit of ongoing thankfulness and finally bring you 

to live with Him forever, through Jesus Christ, our 

Lord. 

People: Amen. 

  

OPENING HYMN "Now Thank We All Our God" LW 443  
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PRAYER 
 

Pastor: Let us pray. Almighty and eternal God, we adore You  

as the God and Father of our Lord and Savior Jesus, 

and with the whole Church on earth and all the hosts 

of heaven we ascribe to You honor and blessing, 

thanksgiving and praise.  Grant that we may with 

thankful hearts receive Your mercies and express our 

gratitude, not only with our lips but also in our lives as 

we give ourselves to Your service and walk before 

You in holiness, righteousness, and blessedness all our 

days.  Give us faith that inaugurates love, hope that 

continually encourages, kindness that generously 

blesses, confidence that never wavers, patience that 

does not grow weary, and courage that boldly 

confesses Christ, that we may live in Your mercy and 

die in Your peace; through the same Jesus Christ, our 

Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy 

Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

People: Amen. 

 

HYMN OF THANKS  “Come, You Thankful People Come” 

LW 495 

 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 
 

Pastor: Almighty God, Your mercies are new every morning 

and You graciously provide for all our needs of body 

and soul.  Grant us Your Holy Spirit that we may 

acknowledge Your goodness, give thanks for Your 

benefits, and serve You in willing obedience all our 
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days; through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and 

reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now 

and forever. 

People: Amen. 

  

OLD TESTAMENT Deuteronomy 8:1-10 (Remember the 

goodness of the LORD.) 

  

PSALM HYMN (based on Psalm 67) "Let God's Great Love"   

 

Let God's great love on earth be known! 

May people with thanksgiving come 

To walk His ways and sing His praise 

And tell the wonders of His grace. 

 

The countenance of God is seen 

In azure sky and forest green, 

In fruitful tree and ripened field 

And ev'ry bounty earth can yield. 

 

God's providence the nations see 

As justly He shapes history; 

He judges in the courts of time 

With equity and might divine. 

 

Let all the peoples join in praise 

With gratitude for God-bless'd days 

That demonstrate His love and care 

And saving power ev'rywhere! 
Text: Gregory J. Wismar. Copyright (c) 2012 Concordia Publishing House 
Tune: David von Kampen 
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EPISTLE Philippians 4:6-20 (Do everything with thanksgiving 

to God.)  

 

RESPONSORY and VERSE Psalm 136:1; 145:15-16; 118:1   
 

Pastor: Give thanks to the LORD, for He is good, for His 

steadfast love endures forever. 

People: Alleluia.  Alleluia. 

 

Pastor: The eyes of all look to You, [O Lord,] and You give 

them their food in due season. 

People: You open Your hand and satisfy the desire of every 

living thing. 
 

Pastor: Give thanks to the LORD, for He is good, for His 

steadfast love endures forever. 

People: Alleluia.  Alleluia. 

 

CHOIR "Sing to the Lord of Harvest" LW 88   

 

HOLY GOSPEL Luke 17:11-19 (One leper shows gratitude to 

Jesus.) 

 

Pastor: The Holy Gospel according to St. Luke, the seventh 

chapter. 

People: Glory to You, O Lord. 
 

(The Gospel is read.) 

 

Pastor: This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

People: Praise to You, O Christ. 
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APOSTLES' CREED   
 

I believe in God, the Father Almighty, 

       maker of heaven and earth. 

And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, 

       who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 

       born of the virgin Mary, 

       suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

       was crucified, died and was buried. 

       He descended into hell. 

       The third day He rose again from the dead. 

       He ascended into heaven 

       and sits at the right hand of God the Father Almighty. 

From thence He will come to judge the living and the 

dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

       the holy Christian Church, 

       the communion of saints, 

       the forgiveness of sins, 

       the resurrection of the body, 

       and the life + everlasting.  Amen.  

 

HYMN OF THE DAY "We Praise You, O God, Our 

Redeemer, Creator" LW 494   

 

SERMON 
  

OFFERING – Special offering sponsored by the Ebenezer 

Mission Society to Support the Leslie, Food Bank. 
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OFFERING HYMN "Take My Life. O Lord, Renew” LW 404 

 

Take my life, O Lord, renew, 

Consecrate my heart to you; 

Take my moments and my days; 

Let them sing your ceaseless praise. 

 

Take my hands and let them do 

Works that show my love for you; 

Take my feet and lead their way, 

Never let them go astray. 

 

Take my voice and let me sing 

Praises to my Savior King, 

Take my lips and deep them true, 

Filled with messages from you. 

 

Take my silver and my gold, 

All is yours a thousand fold; 

Take my intellect, and use 

Every power as you shall choose. 

 

Make my will your holy shrine, 

It shall be no longer mine. 

Take my heart, it is your own; 

It shall be your royal throne. 

 

Take my love; my Lord, I pour 

At your feet its treasure store; 

Take my self, Lord, let me be 

Yours alone eternally. 
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PRAYERS 
 

Pastor: Let us pray for the whole people of God in Christ 

Jesus and for all people according to their needs. Lord, 

on this day, we bless You for Your bountiful gifts to 

all of us.  We thank You for the Church, asking that 

the Gospel of salvation may joyfully be proclaimed 

throughout all the world.  Bless the work of 

missionaries, teachers, health workers, and all others 

who share their faith in countless ways.  Lord, in Your 

mercy, 

People: hear our prayer. 

 

Pastor: We thank You for the world in which we live, and 

pray for the community of nations, asking for a sense 

of harmony among all peoples and a new reality of 

peace, security, and well-being in every place.  Lord, 

in Your mercy, 

People: hear our prayer. 
 

Pastor: We thank You for the gift of our families and 

everyone in them.  May we be truly thankful not only 

for the material blessings in our lives but for the 

people who share our lives with us.  May our homes 

be places of love and care, and our neighborhoods be 

welcoming sanctuaries for all.  Lord, in Your mercy,  

People: hear our prayer. 
 

Pastor: We thank You for the faithful labor of people living 

out their vocations for our welfare.  Today, we ask a 

special blessing on the members of our armed forces, 
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those stationed both at home and abroad, who serve to 

defend our nation in challenging times and who guard 

our safety in times of peace.  And we remember those 

who labor to harvest the good food that is set before us 

in this and in every season.  Lord, in Your mercy, 

People: hear our prayer. 

 

Pastor: In our prayers this day we remember those with 

special concerns and needs, including the ill, 

hospitalized, and those shut-in, those who sorrow, the 

unemployed and underemployed, and all others whose 

needs for God's special mercies are known to us at this 

time.  May we find meaning for our lives in assisting 

those who need the care and compassion that we can 

offer them.  Lord, in Your mercy,   

People: hear our prayer. 

 

Pastor: Merciful God, in our thankful remembrance, we recall 

those no longer among us on earth who now rejoice in 

the glorious light of Your heavenly kingdom.  Direct 

our pathways that we may follow in their footsteps, 

and when finally together again rejoice at Your 

heavenly throne, giving You eternal thanks and praise.  

Lord, in Your mercy, 

People: hear our prayer. Amen. 
 

LORD'S PRAYER    

 

HYMN “Lord, to You Immortal Praise” LW 496 

 

 PRAYER 
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Pastor: Blessed are You, heavenly Father, may thankfulness 

to You for all of Your mercies show forth in our days 

and years.  Direct our lives so that we may share the 

many blessings we have received from You with 

others.  Keep us steadfast and faithful until at last we 

complete our earthly pilgrimage and come to Your 

eternal kingdom, where You live and reign with the 

Son and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

People: Amen. 

 

BENEDICTION 

 

Pastor: The LORD bless you and keep you. The LORD make 

His face shine upon you and be gracious unto you. 

The LORD lift up His countenance upon you and + 

give you peace.   

People: Amen. 

 

CLOSING HYMN "For the Fruits of His Creation" HS 98 905 

 


