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Sermon for 21
st

 Sunday 
after Pentecost  

  

 

 Harder than a Camel Going 
through the Eye of the 

Needle 

Today's Gospel follows last week's Gospel.  Last week, we 
heard how a rich young ruler went away sorrowful because 
gold was his god.  This week, Jesus used the difficulty that 
this young man had to teach us that none of us, rich or poor 
can enter the Kingdom of God on our own.  Instead, the 
Kingdom of God comes to us because nothing is impossible 
with God.  Whether we are rich or poor, the Holy Spirit's gift 
of faith in the work of Jesus Christ puts the Kingdom of God 
in us and us in the Kingdom of God. 

Text: Mark 10:23-25 
Jesus looked around and said 
to his disciples, “How hard it is 
for the rich to enter the 
kingdom of God!” The 
disciples were amazed at his 
words. But Jesus said again, 
“Children, how hard it is to 
enter the kingdom of God! It is 
easier for a camel to go 
through the eye of a needle 
than for someone who is rich 
to enter the kingdom of God.” 

http://www.google.com/imgres?q=Mark+10:35%E2%80%9345&hl=en&client=firefox-a&hs=hxw&sa=X&rls=org.mozilla:en-US:official&biw=806&bih=703&tbm=isch&prmd=imvns&tbnid=htMpQ5Vrk7SoTM:&imgrefurl=http://northwoodpodcast.blogspot.com/&docid=6mJGxUMWbmiA2M&imgurl=http://3.bp.blogspot.com/-3vIeZCrIETg/TxRO2jKqOnI/AAAAAAAAAeM/IQZnyBCT8Ns/s1600/AuthenticServanthood-TITLE.jpg&w=1415&h=1017&ei=bB5nT76uCfCFsALQyYm3Dw&zoom=1&iact=hc&vpx=124&vpy=330&dur=841&hovh=179&hovw=249&tx=83&ty=105&sig=106340497929296423204&page=6&tbnh=
http://www.google.com/imgres?q=Mark+10:35%E2%80%9345&hl=en&client=firefox-a&hs=hxw&sa=X&rls=org.mozilla:en-US:official&biw=806&bih=703&tbm=isch&prmd=imvns&tbnid=htMpQ5Vrk7SoTM:&imgrefurl=http://northwoodpodcast.blogspot.com/&docid=6mJGxUMWbmiA2M&imgurl=http://3.bp.blogspot.com/-3vIeZCrIETg/TxRO2jKqOnI/AAAAAAAAAeM/IQZnyBCT8Ns/s1600/AuthenticServanthood-TITLE.jpg&w=1415&h=1017&ei=bB5nT76uCfCFsALQyYm3Dw&zoom=1&iact=hc&vpx=124&vpy=330&dur=841&hovh=179&hovw=249&tx=83&ty=105&sig=106340497929296423204&page=6&tbnh=
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If we want to understand today's Gospel properly, we need 
to take just a moment to understand the different attitudes 
that people have toward wealth.  Our attitude toward wealth 
today is much different than the attitude people had toward 
wealth in first century Israel. 

In today's society, it has become very fashionable to 
characterize all wealthy people as villains and oppressors.  
People who remain in power by promoting class warfare 
want us to believe that all wealthy people must be crooks.  
Young people who inherited their wealth are all spoiled and 
lazy.  Our society today, wants to take a broad brush to all 
rich people and expose them as scrooges who have yet to 
be reformed by the ghosts of Christmas past, present, and 
future. 

There is a special reverence that most westerners hold for 
people who take a voluntary vow of poverty in order to serve 
others.  We admire the doctor who gives up the wealthy 
practice in the suburbs in order to minister to the poor in the 
inner city.  We admire the person who leaves a good job in 
the United States in order to feed the poor in some third 
world country.  Most of us admire the work Mother Theresa 
did among the poor in India.  We in the church have heard 
the words of Jesus concerning wealth so often that we have 
gotten used to the idea that the poor have a special place in 
God's heart.  This was not so in first century Israel. 

The culture of first century Israel had a much different view 
of rich people.  While Biblical culture certainly frowned on 
people who amassed wealth illegally, those who achieved 
wealth through diligence and hard work were considered to 
be the favored of God.  The honored places in heaven were 
reserved for people who obtained wealth in legal ways and 
used it to support the church and the community.  The 
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disciples would have thought that the honest rich are the 
most likely to enter heaven for they are the favored ones of 
God. 

It must have been quite a shock when Jesus said, "It is 
easier for a camel to go through the eye of a needle than for 
a rich person to enter the kingdom of God."  When we hear 
this statement with the same understanding as Jesus' 
disciples, then we see that Jesus is saying that it is easier for 
a camel to go through the eye of a needle, than it is for even 
the best people of our society to enter the kingdom of 
heaven.  We can see this in the response of the disciples.  
They were exceedingly astonished, and said to him, "Then 
who can be saved?" Who can be saved if even the best 
person you know has more difficulty than that camel? 

The obvious answer is that nobody can do this.  No one, not 
the rich, not the poor, no one can enter the Kingdom of God.  
That is the message of the law in today's Gospel.  The 
teaching in today's Gospel is not that it is bad to be rich, but 
that no one is able to enter the Kingdom of God with their 
own resources.  When Jesus said that the most respected 
members of the culture could not earn their way into God's 
Kingdom, He was saying that none of us rich or poor can 
earn a place in God's Kingdom.  All of us are as likely to 
enter God's Kingdom as a camel is likely to pass through the 
eye of a needle. 

The Holy Spirit inspired David to write, [Psalm 51:5] Behold, 
I was brought forth in iniquity, and in sin did my mother 
conceive me.  Paul writes, [Romans 5:12] Death spread to 
all men because all sinned.  Paul listed a few of those sins 
in Galatians and then concluded, [Galatians 5:21] I warn 
you, as I warned you before, that those who do such 
things will not inherit the kingdom of God.  All of these 
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verses reveal our sinful nature to us.  We are sinners from 
conception and the only thing that happens as we grow and 
mature is that our sins get more imaginative and destructive.  
With man it is truly impossible to inherit the Kingdom of God.  
It is indeed impossible for us to enter the Kingdom of God 
under our own power. 

If this is the case, then what were we doing up here earlier in 
this service (Saturday night)?  We said a few words.  We 
applied a little water.  The children entered the Kingdom of 
God.  The children don't look like a camel that has been 
through the eye of a needle. The children don't look any 
more stretched or shrunk than any other children.  How is it 
that something - a something that Jesus described as 
impossible - how is it that it looked so easy?  It didn't look 
like we were putting a camel through the eye of a needle.  

The reason it looked so easy is that we weren't doing the 
work.  We weren't exerting the effort.  All we did was witness 
another miracle from God.  

Jesus made it very plain who does the work when He 
responded to the disciples' shock and dismay.  He said, 
"With man it is impossible, but not with God. For all things 
are possible with God."  It looked easy for us because God 
was doing all the work.  What is impossible for us is possible 
for God.  

When we combine the water with God's Word according to 
Christ's command, we have Christ's promise that the Holy 
Spirit will do the impossible - something that is more difficult 
than threading a needle with a camel.  In Baptism the Holy 
Spirit united these children with Jesus Christ.  All those who 
have been baptized are united to Jesus Christ.  Through 
baptism, the Holy Spirit brings us into the Kingdom of God.  
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It is impossible for us, but not for God.  

Now I said before that it looked easy for us.  We said a few 
simple words.  We applied a little water.  Although it was 
easy for us, it was not easy for Jesus.  A camel through a 
needle's eye pales in comparison to what Jesus did to bring 
these children into His kingdom.  

In order to bring the children into the Kingdom of God, 
Jesus, the Son of God, had to take on human flesh and 
become one of us.  He had to live with sinful people without 
sinning Himself.  Then He had to suffer unjust torture and a 
cruel death by crucifixion.  That is the price that our God paid 
so that Noah could enter the Kingdom of God this morning.  
Jesus had to sacrifice Himself for us on a cross.  

When we brought the children into the Kingdom of God 
through baptism, everything that Jesus did now belongs to 
these children.  Jesus lived the perfect life and the children 
get the credit.  Jesus sacrificed Himself on the cross and the 
children get the credit.  In fact everyone who is baptized 
receives the credit for what Jesus did. 

Not only do we receive the credit for everything that Jesus 
did to take away our sins, but we also receive the promise.  
We receive the promise that just as Christ rose from the 
dead, we shall also rise from the dead.  We shall rise from 
the dead and join Jesus in the eternal joy of heaven. 

The Holy Spirit inspired St. Paul to say it this way: [Romans 
6:3-5] 3 Do you not know that all of us who have been 
baptized into Christ Jesus were baptized into his death? 
4 We were buried therefore with him by baptism into 
death, in order that, just as Christ was raised from the 
dead by the glory of the Father, we too might walk in 
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newness of life. 5 For if we have been united with him in 
a death like his, we shall certainly be united with him in 
a resurrection like his. 

When we think about the miracle that God worked in these 
children this Saturday night, there are at least two things that 
happened that are both much more difficult than threading a 
needle with a camel.  First of all, Jesus had to take our place 
and satisfy God's justice.  Second of all, the Holy Spirit had 
to work the miracle of faith in these children. Jesus took our 
place by living the perfect life, dying on the cross, and rising 
from the dead.  The Holy Spirit did His part by joining the 
children to Jesus so that everything Jesus did now belongs 
to the children. 

That is quite a set of miracles.  These are miracles whether 
someone is ten minutes old, ten days old, ten years old, or 
ten decades old.  Faith is a miracle and miracles are 
impossible for us, but for the sake of the suffering, death, 
and resurrection of Jesus Christ, all things are possible for 
God.  Amen 


