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Sermon for 17
th

 Sunday 
after Pentecost 

   
  

A Glorified Servant 

In today's Gospel, Jesus took His disciples away by 
themselves.  During these times Jesus devoted Himself to 
the last, intensive training of the twelve.  He knew that time 
was growing short.  He would soon make that last Passover 
pilgrimage to Jerusalem where He would offer Himself on 
the cross as a sacrifice for our sins.  He had much to teach 
before that happened. 

 Jesus taught His disciples saying, "The Son of Man is going 
to be delivered into the hands of men, and they will kill him. 
And when he is killed, after three days he will rise."  When 
we, with our 20/20 hindsight, hear these words, we are 
tempted to say, "What could be clearer?" Never the less, the 
Gospel says: They did not understand the saying, and were 
afraid to ask him.  How could the disciples miss the meaning 
of these words?"  

Text: Mark 7:30-37 
 
They left that place and 
passed through Galilee. Jesus 
did not want anyone to know 
where they were, because he 
was teaching his disciples. He 
said to them, “The Son of Man 
is going to be delivered into 
the hands of men. They will kill 
him, and after three days he 
will rise.”       

http://www.google.com/imgres?q=Mark+10:35%E2%80%9345&hl=en&client=firefox-a&hs=hxw&sa=X&rls=org.mozilla:en-US:official&biw=806&bih=703&tbm=isch&prmd=imvns&tbnid=htMpQ5Vrk7SoTM:&imgrefurl=http://northwoodpodcast.blogspot.com/&docid=6mJGxUMWbmiA2M&imgurl=http://3.bp.blogspot.com/-3vIeZCrIETg/TxRO2jKqOnI/AAAAAAAAAeM/IQZnyBCT8Ns/s1600/AuthenticServanthood-TITLE.jpg&w=1415&h=1017&ei=bB5nT76uCfCFsALQyYm3Dw&zoom=1&iact=hc&vpx=124&vpy=330&dur=841&hovh=179&hovw=249&tx=83&ty=105&sig=106340497929296423204&page=6&tbnh=
http://www.google.com/imgres?q=Mark+10:35%E2%80%9345&hl=en&client=firefox-a&hs=hxw&sa=X&rls=org.mozilla:en-US:official&biw=806&bih=703&tbm=isch&prmd=imvns&tbnid=htMpQ5Vrk7SoTM:&imgrefurl=http://northwoodpodcast.blogspot.com/&docid=6mJGxUMWbmiA2M&imgurl=http://3.bp.blogspot.com/-3vIeZCrIETg/TxRO2jKqOnI/AAAAAAAAAeM/IQZnyBCT8Ns/s1600/AuthenticServanthood-TITLE.jpg&w=1415&h=1017&ei=bB5nT76uCfCFsALQyYm3Dw&zoom=1&iact=hc&vpx=124&vpy=330&dur=841&hovh=179&hovw=249&tx=83&ty=105&sig=106340497929296423204&page=6&tbnh=
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It is easy for us to be critical, but we really need to cut the 
disciples a little slack.  

Every Sunday, every festival, every Christian wedding, every 
Christian funeral, every time faithful pastors preach, they 
proclaim Christ crucified for the forgiveness of sins and 
raised from the dead to open the way to heaven.  This is the 
beginning, middle, and end of the Christian faith.  When the 
Holy Spirit plants faith in a Christian, Christ crucified and 
risen from the grave becomes the core of being.  Christ's 
core teaching of justification by faith becomes the center 
from which all other teachings of the Christian faith receive 
their authority.  As Christians, we believe, teach, and 
confess that we are justified before God only by faith in the 
suffering, death, and resurrection of Jesus Christ for us.  

With the suffering, death, and resurrection at the core of 
everything we do as Christians, it is often difficult for 
Christians to imagine the state of mind of God's people 
during the time leading up to these salvation events.  Back 
then, the people knew that Jesus was the Messiah, but they 
did not know what that meant.  It did not enter their minds 
that the Messiah would be executed by the state.  Too often, 
their idea of salvation was salvation from the tyranny of 
Rome, not the tyranny of sin.  Too often, their idea of the 
Kingdom of God was a return to the theocracy of Israel 
under Moses or King David.  They did not understand the 
words of Jesus to Pontius Pilate: [John 18:36] "My kingdom 
is not of this world."  

Given that we have 20/20 hindsight, why is it that we still fall 
into the same trap that the disciples demonstrated in the 
second part of today's Gospel?  As Jesus and His disciples 
returned to their headquarters in Capernaum, Jesus asked 
them, "What were you discussing on the way?" But they kept 
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silent, for on the way they had argued with one another 
about who was the greatest.  

The disciples had not yet witnessed the crucifixion and the 
resurrection.  They did not understand that Jesus must die 
for their sins.  They did not yet have the complete picture.  
They were jockeying for positions of importance in God's 
Kingdom as they saw it.  Yes, they were wrong.  They were 
acting out of selfishness and pride.  But at least they were 
consistent with the way they perceived the world.  They did 
not understand Jesus' words and their errors were consistent 
with that misunderstanding.  

Jesus used the discussion among the disciples as an 
opportunity to teach them and us what it means to be a 
leader in His church.  "If anyone would be first, he must be 
last of all and servant of all."  In God's family, the leader 
serves.  The one who is the highest makes himself the 
lowest.  The leader in God's family sacrifices not to get 
power, but to serve others.  

Jesus nailed this point home by taking a child in His arms 
and telling the disciples to serve the child.  "Whoever 
receives one such child in my name receives me, and 
whoever receives me, receives not me but him who sent 
me."  With these words, Jesus tells us that anyone who 
cares for a child is caring for God, for the one who sent 
Jesus is none other than God the Father Himself. 

When Jesus used the child as an example, He was 
emphasizing what He meant by serving all people.  He was 
talking about the entire spectrum of society.  He was not only 
asking us to serve those who are young physically, but also 
those who are young spiritually or mentally even though they 
live in older bodies.  He was asking us to serve all people. 
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So, how are we doing?  Are we willing servants?  If we are 
servants, do we serve because we want to share God's love 
with others or do we serve so that people will notice us and 
tell us how wonderful we are?  Do we get angry when we 
serve, but people fail to acknowledge our contribution?  Do 
we serve with all our heart or is our service only skin deep?  
How are we doing as servants?  I've got to admit that I am a 
lousy servant.  How about you? 

What about the other symptoms of our arrogance?  How do 
we respond when a loving brother or sister points out that we 
are not in agreement with the teachings of Christ?  Do we 
thank them and confess our error before God and receive 
His forgiveness?  Or do we become angry and stubborn?  
Do we label others as divisive when we are the ones who 
have caused the division by straying from the teachings of 
Christ?  Are we arrogant enough to place ourselves in 
judgment over the very word of God rather than submit to it 
in humility? 

What is our excuse?  Unlike the disciples, we know that 
Christ died on the cross for our sins.  We know that He rose 
from the dead.  We have heard this Gospel before and we 
know that the role of a Christian is to serve others.  Never 
the less, we are still arrogant.  We even consider ourselves 
to be judges of God when His teachings are not what we 
want them to be.  We consider ourselves to be the greatest 
even greater than the teachings and revelation of the God 
who created us. 

Even though we are arrogant and self-righteous, God still 
wants to rescue us.  He still wants us to be part of His family.  
He still wants to rescue us from our own arrogance and all 
our other sins.  That is why He sent His Son to become one 
of us in this world. 



 5 

God sent His son to be the servant we could never be.  The 
Holy Spirit inspired Isaiah to speak of Him before He was 
even born: [Isaiah 52:13; 53:3-6]  

Behold, my servant shall act wisely; he shall be 
high and lifted up, and shall be exalted.  He was 
despised and rejected by men; a man of sorrows, 
and acquainted with grief; and as one from whom 
men hide their faces he was despised, and we 
esteemed him not.  Surely he has borne our griefs 
and carried our sorrows; yet we esteemed him 
stricken, smitten by God, and afflicted.  But he was 
wounded for our transgressions; he was crushed 
for our iniquities; upon him was the chastisement 
that brought us peace, and with his stripes we are 
healed.  All we like sheep have gone astray; we 
have turned every one to his own way; and the Lord 
has laid on him the iniquity of us all. 

God came down to this earth to serve us and we beat Him, 
whipped Him, and hung Him on a cross.  Never the less, He 
served us perfectly.  He deserved service from us, but He 
served us with His life.  He sacrificed Himself in order to 
save us from our sins.  Although He deserved to be first, He 
made Himself last for us.  This perfect servant who sacrificed 
Himself for us is Jesus Christ - the same Jesus Christ who 
hugged children and told us to receive them as we would 
receive God the Father. 

Jesus Christ is the perfect servant who sacrificed Himself on 
the cross in order to save us from the condemnation of our 
imperfect service.  God the Father honored the service of 
His sacrifice by calling him out of the grave.  Christ rose from 
the dead to eternal life.  God the Father now sees our 
service as perfect.  For Christ's sake, He now deems us 
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worthy to receive Him even if it is in the guise of a little child.  

Jesus Christ, our savior who was once dead, but now lives 
forevermore, continues to serve us today.  He serves us 
daily with the forgiveness of our sins.  He serves us with His 
Word, the Holy Scriptures.  He serves us with His life giving 
body and blood in, with, and under the bread and wine of the 
sacrament.  Finally, when the last day comes, He will serve 
us with a new, holy body that will rise from the dead just as 
He rose and we will finally serve Him in everlasting 
righteousness, innocence, and blessedness.  

As we wait for that day, let the words that the Holy Spirit 
gave to St. Paul inspire us: [Philippians 2:4-11] 

Have this mind among yourselves, which is yours 
in Christ Jesus, who, though he was in the form of 
God, did not count equality with God a thing to be 
grasped, but made himself nothing, taking the form 
of a servant, being born in the likeness of men. And 
being found in human form, he humbled himself by 
becoming obedient to the point of death, even 
death on a cross. Therefore God has highly exalted 
him and bestowed on him the name that is above 
every name, so that at the name of Jesus every 
knee should bow, in heaven and on earth and under 
the earth, and every tongue confess that Jesus 
Christ is Lord, to the glory of God the Father.  Amen 


