


Lesson 9 

 Death Draws Near  
(Mark 12:13-13:37) 



Theme Verse  
 [Jesus said,] "What I say to you, I say to 

everyone: 'Watch!' "(Mark13:37). 



GOAL 
We seek to understand some of Jesus' final 

teachings before His arrest. 



What's Going On Here?  
 

After the Pharisees and Scribes tried to trap 
Jesus into making false statements, Jesus then 
instructed His disciples about things to come, 
preparing them for the time when He would 
be taken from them. He talked to them about 
the destruction of Jerusalem, about the 
persecutions they would face, and about His 
return in glory.  



What's Going On Here?  
 

His words call all of His disciples to vigilance as 
they await His return. 



The Destruction 

Mark 13:14-23.  

Here Jesus was clearly talking about the 
destruction of Jerusalem and answering the 
specific question asked by the disciples. Mark 
13:14 contains a quotation from Daniel about 
a coming desolation that was to be the signal 
for Jesus' followers to flee immediately. 



The Destruction 
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The Destruction 

Luke (20:21) understood this signal to be armies 
surrounding Jerusalem. The church in 
Jerusalem heeded Jesus' warning, fleeing 
across the Jordan River to the city of Pella 
shortly before the Romans destroyed 
Jerusalem in A.D. 70.  



The Destruction 

In 13:19 Jesus described the enormity of the 
destruction in words similar to those used by 
the historian Josephus, who witnessed the 
destruction of the city.  



The Destruction 

Shortly after destroying the city, Rome became 
pre- occupied with affairs back home and 
hastily withdrew many troops, thus cutting 
short the destruction, something God caused 
to happen for the sake of the elect (13:20). 
During those days, many false messiahs arose. 
But Jesus had forewarned His disciples not to 
be deceived by them. 



The Destruction 

Mark 13:24-31. With only a vague reference to 
the time intervening ("in those days, following 
that distress"), Jesus then began to teach 
about His return. 



The Destruction 

What will happen to the elect (all believers in 
Christ) when the Son of Man comes in the 
clouds with great power and glory? What 
assurance did Jesus give His disciples in 13:31? 
It is unclear whether 13:28-30 refers to the 
destruction of Jerusalem or the end of the 
world. “Heaven and earth will pass away, but 
my words will never pass away.” 



Watch! 

Mark 13:32-37.  

What attitude toward the end of the world did 
Jesus instruct His followers to have? Why? 
What are they to do in the meantime (13:34)? 



The Word for Us 

Mark 12:29-31;13:10 

What should be the concern of all Christians 
while awaiting the return of Christ? 



The Word for Us 

2 Peter3:3-9 

While we long for Christ to come, why are we 
also thankful that He delays His return? 



The Word for Us 

2 Peter3:3-9 

Why should we be wary of those people who 
are constantly trying to predict when the end 
of the world will be?  

What do you think Jesus meant when He said to 
be watchful for His return? 



"Rise, My Soul, to Watch and Pray” 

Watch against yourself, my soul, Lest with grace 
you trifle; 

Let not self your thoughts control Nor God's 
mercy stifle. 

Pride and sin Lurk within, 

All your hopes to shatter; Heed not when they 
flatter. 



"Rise, My Soul, to Watch and Pray” 

But while watching, also pray To the Lord 
unceasing. 

God alone can make you free, Strength and faith 
increasing, 

So that still Mind and will 

Heartfelt praises tender And true service render. 


