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14th Sunday after Pentecost 

When Sin Is under Your Skin 

 

AS WE GATHER: We are capable of outward religious 

appearances, but without God's help, sin continues to lurk 

within. But God Almighty has come to our aid! To His Old 

Testament people He revealed His statutes and covenants---

righteous declarations that stunned other nations. And now in 

these days, God, the Holy Spirit has bestowed on us a veritable 

suit of armor to withstand spiritual attacks from the devil, the 

world, and our sinful flesh.  God, the Lord confounds all evil 

and sin, by giving Himself into death for us so that we might 

live for Him temporally and eternally. By His grace we are able 

to look in the mirror---blessed and forgiven by grace---even 

when sin is under our skin.  

 

 

PRAYER BEFORE WORSHIP: We give thanks, almighty 

God, that in our worship of Word and Sacrament You will 

assure us that You alone cleanse us from our sin within. 

Strengthen us thereby that we may show forth our faith 

throughout this week in words and actions through Your Son, 

mailto:ebenezerlutheran@hotmail.com
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Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the 

Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.  

 

INVOCATION and OPENING SENTENCES 

 

Pastor: In the name of the Father and of the + Son and of the 

Holy Spirit. 

People: Amen. 

 

Pastor: Jesus speaks good news to us in today's Gospel: 

"There is nothing outside a person that by going into 

him can defile him" (Mark 7:15a).  But He continues 

with a condemning word of Law, "but the things that 

come out of a person are what defile him" (Mark 

7:15b). We cannot face almighty God today with the 

sins that come from within; they produce the sinful 

thoughts, words, and deeds for which He would be 

justified in excluding us from His presence. Yet, 

because - as St. Paul writes in the Epistle - our 

gracious heavenly Father has given us "the shield of 

faith" and "the sword of the Spirit," (Ephesians 

6:16,17) we can confidently go to God in Christ's 

name, seeking and imploring His grace for the sake of 

our Lord Jesus Christ. 

 

(Silence for reflection on God's Word and for self-examination.) 

 

CONFESSION  

 

Pastor: Gracious, heavenly Father, 
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People: I confess to You and to these, my brothers and 

sisters, that I have sinned with my evil thoughts, 

words, and deeds. I am defiled by them and 

helpless to stop them without Your aid. They are so 

much a part of my life that I am not even aware of 

them all. For Jesus' sake, forgive me. Hear me as I 

echo the psalmist's plea: 
 

INTROIT Psalm 51:7, 10-12; antiphon: v.2 

 

Pastor: Wash me thoroughly from my iniquity, 

People: and cleanse me from my sin! 

 

Pastor: Purge me with hyssop, and I shall be clean; 

People: wash me, and I shall be whiter than snow. 
 

Pastor: Create in me a clean heart, O God, 

People: and renew a right spirit within me. 

 

Pastor: Cast me not away from Your presence, 

People: and take not Your Holy Spirit from me. 
 

Pastor: Restore to me the joy of Your salvation, 

People: and uphold me with a willing spirit. 

 

All: Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the 

Holy Spirit; 

as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be 

forever. Amen. 

Wash me thoroughly from my iniquity, 

and cleanse me from my sin! 
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ABSOLUTION 
 

Pastor: Through Baptism the Holy Spirit has washed away all 

our sins. Our heavenly Father looks at us through the 

all-atoning blood of His Son, our Lord Jesus Christ. 

He promises grace and every blessing. As a called and 

ordained servant of Christ and by His authority I 

therefore forgive you all your sins in the name of the 

Father and of the + Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

People: Amen. 

 

+ SERVICE OF THE WORD + 

 

SONG OF PRAISE "O Jesus, King Most Wonderful" LW 274  

 

COLLECT OF THE DAY 

 

Pastor: The Lord be with you. 

People: And also with you. 
 

Pastor: Let us pray. O God, the source of all that is just and 

good, 

People: nourish in us every virtue and bring to completion  

every good intent that we may grow in grace and 

bring forth the fruit of good works, 
Pastor: through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives 

and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, 

now and forever. 

People: Amen. 
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OLD TESTAMENT Deuteronomy 4:1-2, 6-9 (God's Law 

shows His care for His people, who dare not forget His 

righteous statutes and rules.) 

 

Pastor: This is the Word of the Lord. 

People: Thanks be to God. 

 

HYMN "Oh, That the Lord Would Guide My Ways" LW 392  

  
 Oh, that the Lord would guide my ways 

To keep his statutes still! 

Oh, that my God would grant me grace 

To know and do his will! 

 

Order my footsteps by your Word 

And make my heart sincere; 

Let sin have no dominion, Lord, 

But keep my conscience clear. 

 

Assist my soul, too apt to stray, 

A stricter watch to keep; 

If ever I for get your way, 

Restore your wandering sheep. 

 

Make me to walk in your commands, 

A most delightful road; 

Nor let my head or heart or hands 

Offend against my God. 

 

EPISTLE Ephesians 6:10-20 (God provides all the spiritual 

armor we need to withstand assaults from all sides.) 
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Pastor: This is the Word of the Lord. 

People: Thanks be to God. 

 

ALLELUIA and VERSE Mark 5:8 

 

Pastor: Alleluia. Blessed are the pure in heart, 

People: for they shall see God. Alleluia. 

 

HOLY GOSPEL Mark 7:14-23 (The sin under our skin is the 

source of evil thoughts, words, and deeds.) 

 

Pastor: The Holy Gospel according to St. Mark, the seventh 

chapter. 

People: Glory to You, O Lord. 

 

(The Gospel is read.) 

 

Pastor: This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

People: Praise to You, O Christ. 

  

The Nicene Creed 

 

All: I believe in one God, 

    the Father Almighty, 

    maker of heaven and earth 

       and of all things visible and invisible. 

 

And in one Lord Jesus Christ, 

    the only-begotten Son of God, 

    begotten of His Father before all worlds, 
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    God of God, Light of Light, 

    very God of very God, 

    begotten, not made, 

    being of one substance with the Father, 

    by whom all things were made; 

who for us men and for our salvation came down from 

heaven 

    and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the virgin Mary 

    and was made man; 

    and was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate. 

    He suffered and was buried. 

And the third day He rose again according to the 

Scriptures 

       and ascended into heaven 

    and sits at the right hand of the Father. 

And He will come again with glory to judge both the 

living and the dead, 

    whose kingdom will have no end. 

 

And I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

    the Lord and giver of life, 

    who proceeds from the Father and the Son, 

who with the Father and the Son together is worshiped 

and glorified, 

    who spoke by the prophets. 

And I believe in one holy Christian and apostolic 

Church, 

    I acknowledge one Baptism for the remission of sins, 

    and I look for the resurrection of the dead 

and the life + of the world to come.  Amen. 
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HYMN OF THE DAY "Lord Jesus, Think on Me" LW 231 

 

SERMON   

 

OFFERING 

OFFERTORY 

  

All: Create in me a clean heart, O God, and renew a 

right spirit within me, 

Cast me not away from Thy presence; and take not 

Thy Holy Spirit from me. 

Restore unto me the joy of thy salvation; and 

uphold me with Thy free spirit. 

Amen.   

   

PRAYER            

THE SERVICE OF HOLY COMMUNION                            

page 10 of HS 98 

Communion Hymns:   

 “In All Our Grief” HS 98 847         

“Come, Risen Lord” HS 98 856                                                           

“What is This Bread” HS 98 850                                 

CLOSING HYMN “Go, My Children” HS 98 887 
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OUR MISSION AND MINISTRY 

IN OUR PRAYERS:  Wherever Your people are sick, 

suffering, grieving the loss of loved ones, or dying, grant to 

them Your every aid and blessing, especially infant Faith 

Nicole Hallien, who will be hospitalized for quite a while with 

many health and heart issues; Robin McCoy, who has returned 

to the United States from Thailand for more health tests and 

treatments; Rube Deppermann, who is currently residing at 

Grandview Care Center in Washington; Estelle Brunkhorst, 

who was hospitalized this past week and now has returned home 

and is recovering; Dorris Bade, and Wilma Helling, who are 

receiving cancer treatments, Eric Hohlt, who remains 

hospitalized; we also remember our many shut-ins – Delores 

Roehrs, Beth Pelster, Ed Gardner, Ardell Wagner, Edna 

Deppermann, Adeline Keune, Mathilde Ohse, Yvonne 

Gleitz, Hulda Althage, and all those we hold dear in our 

hearts. 

We give thanks for the much needed rain that has fallen these 

past days but also pray for the our fellow citizens in the south 

that suffered from the storms and hurricane Isaac.   

On this Labor Day weekend we pray for our nation’s labor 

force.  We pray that our economy will grow giving thanks for 

those who have jobs and pray for those seeking employment.   

We pray that the abiding blessings of God may rest upon all our 

fathers and mothers, our families, our communities, our 

places of business and our schools, our many men and 

women of our Armed Forces stationed around the world and 

here at home; and the people who respond to emergencies  - 
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our law enforcement people, and the firefighters and the 

first responders who help to protect us. 

Give courage and wisdom to our President, governor, and all 

elected and appointed civil servants, that they may act justly 

and honorably, for the causes of peace and justice.  Protect and 

defend those who protect and defend us both here at home 

and throughout the world.  Bring an end to war, violence 

and oppression. 

We pray for our Missionaries – Robin McCoy, John Strasen, 

and Mike and Cindy Rodewald.  We pray that our Lord will 

guide our Church leaders to fulfill God’s will and purpose, 

and bless us with faithful pastors and Church workers who 

will faithfully steward God’s Word to us. 

++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 

To our members and guests – we are very glad you are here 

with us today!  May the Lord refresh you with peace and love 

during our worship services.  Please join us here at Ebenezer 

again soon!  Please sign the guest register near the front door 

of the Church with your name, address and Church affiliation. 

“Thank You” to all who helped to make over $2500 for the 

American Cancer Society though the dinner last Sunday.  

Your donations of desserts, money, prayers and concern will 

help in the research to find a cure for cancer.  Special thanks 

to the Ladies Aid and Men’s Club for their generous 

contributions.  The help of everyone is greatly appreciated! 

7th & 8th Grade Confirmation will begin on Wednesday, 

September 5th.  All seventh and eighth graders are asked to 
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meet, with their parents, in the Church fellowship hall on 

Wednesday, September 5th.   

Mixed Choir will begin practices on September 12th from 7 – 

8 PM.  We encourage everyone who enjoys singing to join! 

Recycle Update – Our recycle project has brought in $71.95 for 

aluminum cans.  This brings our aluminum recycling total to 

$3,769.80 and our grand total for all recycling to $6,734.16.  We 

are still waiting on a check from Central Paper Stock for the last 

dumpster.  Many thanks for all of your help and support with 

our recycling project.  Please remember to not place cardboard, 

plastic, or trash in the paper dumpster.  The money collected 

through this project goes toward supporting our missionaries:  

Robin McCoy, John Strasen, and Mike and Cindy Rodewald. 

Mission Opportunity – We have been asked to serve a lunch 

stand at the auction of the Laura Scheer Estate.  The sale will be 

Friday, September 28, 2012 from 4:00 PM to about 7:00 PM at 

Laura’s home in New Haven.  If you are able to donate a dessert 

item (pie or cake) for the sale, please contact Pastor or Margaret.  

The desserts should be at the Church by noon on Friday, 

September 28th or delivered to the sale site.  If you need 

assistance with pick up of the dessert item, also contact Pastor or 

Margaret.  Proceeds from the lunch stand will go toward 

supporting our missionaries; Robin McCoy, John Strasen, and 

Mike and Cindy Rodewald. 

New Sunday School Year – Our new Sunday School year will 

begin with the children moving up to their new classes on 

Sunday, September 2nd, 2012.  All children of the congregation 

are invited to join with us.  During the fall term we will be 
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studying the Children of Israel’s entrance to the promised land 

through the reign of King Saul and King David.  Each Sunday 

we begin with a brief worship in the dining room at 9:00 AM 

and then move to our classes. 

Rally Sunday – Our Rally Sunday will be Sunday, September 

9th 2012.  The Sunday School Children will sing, “God Loves 

Me Dearly” and “This is the Day”, during the worship service.  

All children of the congregation are invited to join us.  After 

Sunday worship, our Thrivent group will host a pot luck dinner 

at the lake (weather permitting.)  All of our Sunday School 

families or new Sunday School families are invited to be our 

guests.  Thrivent provides the meat and beverages and table 

service.  The Thrivent members provide the side dishes and 

desserts.  Plan to join us for a fun time! 

The Ladies Aid will have their meeting and Ladies Day Out on 

Friday, September 7th at Ponderosa in Washington at 11:45 AM 

Those Serving Today 

Organist Saturday –Jennifer Huellinghoff                                         

Organist Sunday – Ruth Marschel                                                                

Head Usher Saturday - Tracey Bade                                                         

Head Usher Sunday – Wilbert Baumann                                              

Altar Guild -  Marilyn Bade and Bonnie Gardner                         

Acolytes – Justine Huellinghoff                                                                    

Bell Ringer – Corey Adams 

 

Our Offerings in Response to Christ’s Grace: 

Our giving last week: 
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Weekly envelopes    $2,126.00 

Plate           729.59 

Sunday School           43.58 

Laura Scheer Memorial         50.00 

VBS        5.00 

       $2,954.17 

Check from our LutheranChurch Extension Fund 

Account             $15,000.00 

Worship Attendance: 

Attendance Saturday    23 

Attendance Sunday         115 

                     138 

 

Sunday School Attendance 

Adults    23 

Children      12 

                     35 

 

 

 

This Week at Ebenezer 

 

Monday -  Labor Day 

Tuesday –  Elders 7:00 PM 

Wednesday – Confirmation 6:30 PM 

Thursday –  Adult Class 7:00 PM 

Friday –   Ladies Aid Luncheon at Ponderosa 11:45 AM 

Saturday –  Worship 5:00 PM 
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LABOR DAY PRAYER 
 

Lord on this Labor Day,  

we celebrate the work we do, 

 and we thank You for the blessing of our jobs.  

We ask for those seeking employment that  

You guide them in their search for work. 

 

We ask for guidance when we are confused. 

We ask for patience when working through conflicts. 

We ask for strength to complete each day. 

We ask for rest when we are weary. 

 

We ask that You be with those whose faces 

we might never see but who work tirelessly 

each day for the good of us all. 

 

 

  'Lord, support us all day long until  shadows lengthen, 

       evening comes, the busy world hushed, the fever of life 

       is over and our life's work is done. 

 

       Then, in Thy tender mercy, give us safe lodging, holy 
       rest and everlasting peace at your side for eternity.' 

Amen 
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